Brass Techniques

Low Brass

Course Schedule, January 23 – March 12

January

23
Instrument check-out, review syllabus.    Reading assignment for Wednesday: 

Dunnick:  pp. 1 – 9.   Prepare a short written summary and include any 

questions to share in class.   

25
Questions/discussion from reading.  Your classroom environment, teaching 

embouchure, making the first sound on the mouthpiece.    Playing assignment

 for Monday: be able to buzz a simple tune (of your choice) on your 

mouthpiece. Look at pp. 2&3 in “Standard of Excellence” (SoE).

30
Questions?  Everyone buzzes!  Assembling the instruments, instrument 

address/posture, first sounds, directing students toward success, basic articulation.   Playing assignment for Wednesday: SoE p.4 or 5, “Teaching Brass”(TB)  pp.132 – 134 whole and half note studies most appropriate for you.   Reading assignment for Wednesday:  TB Chapter 8, Dunnick, Chapter 9. Prepare a short written summary and include any questions to share in class.   

February

1
Questions/discussion from reading.   Play assigned material from SoE and 

TB.   Playing assignment for Monday: TB pp.134-135, 7A, 7B, 7C, 8A, 8B, 8D,

 9B, 9C, SoE lines 22 and 35.  Reading assignment for Monday: TB Chapter 9,

Dunnick, Chapter 10. Prepare a short written summary and include any 

questions to share in class.

6
Questions/discussion from reading. Play assigned material from SoE and 

TB.   Playing assignment for Wednesday: TB 9D, 10B, 10D, 12B, 12C, SoE line 

55.  Reading assignment for Wednesday: TB Chapter 10, Dunnick Chapter 11.

Prepare a short written summary and include any questions to share in class.   

8
Questions/discussion from reading.  Play assigned material from SoE and 

TB.   Playing assignment for Monday: TB 13A, 13C, 14A, 14C, 16A, 20C  (No

 reading assignment)

13
General questions/discussion.   Review of playing assignments.   Playing 

exam assignments will be made.

15
Playing exam, switch instruments

20
Short quiz.   Review of beginning procedures for trombone and tuba. 

Playing assignment for Wednesday: be able to buzz a simple tune (of your choice) on your mouthpiece. Look at pp. 2&3 in “Standard of Excellence” (SoE).  Reading assignment for Wednesday, TB Chapters 1 and 5. Prepare a short written summary and include any questions to share in class.   

22
Questions?  Everyone buzzes!  Assembling the instruments, instrument 

address/posture, first sounds, directing students toward success, basic articulation.   Playing assignment for Monday SoE p.4 or 5, “Teaching Brass”(TB)  pp.132 – 134 whole and half note studies most appropriate for you.   Reading assignment: visit http://www.ita-web.org/ and explore the international trombone association web site.    What features might you find useful as a teacher?

27
Questions/discussion?   Doc discusses general instrument maintenance. Play 

assigned material from SoE and TB.   Playing assignment for Wednesday: TB pp.134-135, 7A, 7B, 7C, 8A, 8B, 8D, 9B, 9C, SoE lines 22 and 35. Reading assignment: visit http://www.iteaonline.org/ and explore the international tuba/euphonium association web site.    What features might you find useful as a teacher?

29
Questions?   Rotary valve basics (Doc). Play assigned material from SoE and 

TB.   Playing assignment for Monday: TB 9D, 10B, 10D, 12B, 12C, SoE line 

55. 

March

5
Questions/discussion? Play assigned material from SoE and TB.   Playing 

assignment for Wednesday: TB 13A, 13C, 14A, 14C, 16A, 20C.    Reference/Resource Notebooks are due today!
7
General questions/discussion.   Review of playing assignments.   Playing 

exam assignments will be made.

12
Playing exam, turn in instruments

14
Begin High Brass portion of the course with Dr. Ormsby.

May
15
1:00 p.m. final exam (comprehensive)

NOTE:  This schedule and its content is subject to change.   Since this is the first (and maybe only) time I will be teaching this course, some “guess work” was necessary in planning.   We may decide together to vary some aspects of the second part of the course (especially relative to playing assignments).    Hopefully, we will be able to make you feel well equipped to teach low brass instruments by the end of our time together.

