Working with Images in lllustrator

Adobe Illustrator is the software of choice for many faculty, staff and students that
produce scholarly posters. It allows the user to create a file that is the same size as the
intended printout whereas some other programs that are being used on campus have
limitations as to how large a print out it will print on one continuous sheet of paper. An
example of this is MS Publisher. This software will appear to design in the larger custom
format but is limited to 45 inches square for printable area; therefore, if the poster extends
beyond that size it will print it in two passes and will have to be spliced together even
though the paper is on a continuous roll.

lustrator does have some drawbacks that can frustrate even the experienced user. One of
these quirks is how the software handles the insertion of images. Images are “linked” to
the file but not embedded, as some other software will commonly do. This means that the
user will have to present both the Illustrator file and all other files associated with the
document to the printer/plotter. This is not a problem if the poster is created on the same
computer that is connected to the printer/plotter, however is not the norm. The poster file
is usually created on a computer remote to the printer/plotter and the files are presented
on a storage medium, such as a zip disk or CD. This document will present a few hints
for working with images in Illustrator.
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Optimal Image Size

The bigger, the better! This is not necessarily the case in Illustrator, especially when you
consider the purpose of a scholarly poster. The nature of a poster is to communicate
scholarly information for a finite period to an audience that is viewing the information
from a distance of a few feet. Images, at that distance can communicate satisfactorily
even if they appear slightly pixilated when viewed up close. Images scanned at a
resolution of 150 dpi/ppi do a fine job for this purpose and do not choke the
printer/plotter. Remember, however, that you will want to scan at the physical size that
you want the image to present in the poster. Stretching any images may cause it to
degrade in quality and usability.

Rasterizing, Beyond Embedding Object

Another way to make an image part of an Illustrator file is to Transform ¢

. . . . . . . . Arrange k
rasterize it. To do this: Highlight the image again by selecting
it. Go to upper menu area, Object/Rasterize... and you will be Group CultG
. . . lnaraup  Chrl+shift+G
presented with the following dialog box. Lock ,
Unleck Al Chldalksz
o .
Colar Model: IRGEI ﬂ S &l ChrlH-AlELS
— Resolution Expand...
" Screen (72 ppi) &I Expand sppearance

& Medium (150 pp) Flatten Transparency...

" High {300 ppi}

Rasterize. ..

Create Gradient Mesh. ..

" Other: [200  ppi

slice 3

" Use Document Raster Effects Resolution
Path 3
— Background Elend 4
" White {+ Transparent Envelope Distort ;
i Clipping Mask, 2
[ CpiarE Compound Path 3
Type Quality: |SEEliyE Crop Marks 4
Anti-aliasing: |Art Optimized (Supersampling) = | Graph '

I Create Clipping Mask The Medium Resolution should

" work fine for most poster
presentations. Be aware of the
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appropriate radial button! I have noticed that if I have not done this step a transparent GIF
may be printed in a white background box unexpectantly, even when saved as a PDF.

Transparency and Images

It is very easy to create images that have areas that are transparent using this feature in
Adobe Photoshop. It is located in the upper menu area Help/Export Transparent
Image.... When using this wizard to create the transparent image file you will be asked if
it is for use in print or online. I have found that both resulting images will work in




[lustrator, however if you use the obvious “print” selection the file type will be an EPS.
When you place the EPS you may get the following dialog box. It is important to embed
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Working with Fonts

Not all computers have the same fonts loaded. If you are using a font that may not be on
the host printer computer the text will appear differently than you expect when the file is
printed. The way around this is to convert the text in this font style to a graphic. Once you
do this, you will not be able to change the text, so you will want the text to be in its final
state. At this point, highlight the textbox. Go to the upper menu area Type/Create
Outlines.... The text is now a graphic and not dependent on the font software.
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This is an example of text that was converted to outlines.
It has a one-pixel stroke and an Effect/Drop Shadow.




