Introduction

The self-study process has been undertaken for the past year, during which time the curriculum was thoroughly examined to determined its effectiveness in meeting the Standards for the Accreditation of Entry-Level Athletic Training Education Programs by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE). UWEC ATEP Program Director Robert Stow compiled the data and prepared the self-study with the assistance of the self-study committee. The self-study committee and appropriate university administrators reviewed the report and modifications were made based on the feedback received.

The self-study committee consisted of the following individuals:

Robert Stow, PhD, ATC, Director – Athletic Training Education Program
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Mary La Rue, MSE, ATC, Clinical Coordinator – Athletic Training Education Program
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Garry Grant, MS, ATC, Lecturer / Head Athletic Trainer
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Christy Rodenbeck, MS, ATC, Lecturer /Assistant Athletic Trainer
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Larry Solberg, PhD, Associate Dean – College of Education and Human Sciences
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Lance Dalleck, PhD, Assistant Professor – Department of Kinesiology
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Mathew Wiggins, EdD, Professor / Chair  – Department of Kinesiology
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Historical Overview of the Athletic Training Education Program (ATEP)
UW – Eau Claire has promoted Athletic Training education for the past 30-years. The ATEP initially began in 1979 as an internship program that was a concentration for Physical Education majors. The concentration was upgraded and approved by the University as a minor in 1997 and in the fall of 1999 an emphasis in Athletic Training was approved and implemented. The University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents gave UW – Eau Claire the approval to offer a Bachelor of Science degree, with a major in Athletic Training in May of 2002. The ATEP moved from an internship program to an accredited program on September 10, 2004 when it was approved by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) for initial accreditation. In July 2006 the ATEP moved from its accrediting body (CAAHEP) for Athletic Training Education to its current accrediting body CAATE. The initial program director for the ATEP was hired in 1989 with the intention of moving the program forward to becoming a major and gaining initial accreditation. The current program director was hired in 2006 to continue the long tradition of Athletic Training Education. The ATEP is housed in the Department of Kinesiology, which is one of six departments within the College of Education and Human Sciences.

Programmatic Overview

After completing the self-study process, the review committee met to review the findings and determine the ATEP’s strengths and weaknesses.

Strengths:

1. Varied experience of the ATEP faculty and staff;

2. Strong immersion of ATEP and student association in the local community;

3. Varied and numerous clinical sites when compared to other programs in the region and state;

4. Well documented admission requirements in the catalogue, website, and other university publications that informs potential students about the program;

5. High graduation rate: 99% of students graduate in 3-years of being admitted to the ATEP;

6. High placement rate after graduation (97%) with students first choices and pass rate on BOC certification exam (98% in first two attempts).

Weaknesses:

1. Formal documentation and assessment of clinical sites by the ATEP administration.

· Developing and implementing a documentation and assessment tool to be used beginning fall 2009 for assessment of clinical sites by the ATEP administration.

2. The size and availability of the Athletic Training lab due to space limitations and having to share it with Intercollegiate Athletics.

· Additional funding sources are being sought to either expand the AT lab.

3. A need for additional faculty/staff to serve the ATEP to assist with growing the program and meeting the demand of interest in the program by new students. 

