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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!! 
 

GEOGRAPHY/ANTHROPOLOGY ALUMNI REUNION  
AND AWARDS RECEPTION 
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2009 
4:00 ς 6:00 P.M. 
IƻǳƭƛƎŀƴΩǎ {ǘŜŀƪ ϧ {ŜŀŦƻƻŘ tǳō 
415 S. Barstow  
Eau Claire 
 

The Department of Geography and Anthropology is planning to combine the Alumni 
Reunion and Awards Reception this coming spring.  We had a great response to both the 
reception and reunion this past academic year and feel the two would complement each 
other if merged.  We are again excited to see alumni and emeriti faculty.  It was great to 
see so many faces last year and we would enjoy having even more of you attend this 
coming spring.  As we did at the last Awards Reception, we plan to recognize recipients of 
the Kolka, Minnick, NovoPrint, Seitz, and Wickman scholarships for the past academic 
year.   Research and Excellence in Geography/Anthropology awards will be presented and 
graduating seniors will be recognized.  Parents and families of students are welcome.  It is 
a great time for present students and alumni to mix.  Appetizers and a cash bar will be 
available at the reunion/reception.  Please RSVP to the department office (715-836-3244 

or plomedym@uwec.edu) by April 1, 2009.  A reminder will be mailed in February.   

FROM THE CHAIR 
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛǊƭǿƛƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƴŀǇǇƛƴƎΦ  hǾŜǊ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ students joined us 

at the AAG conference in Boston.  Many others presented their research at other conferences as well and, as always, our 
students dominated UWEC Student Research Day (both in quality and quantity).  This year our students have been in the 
field all over the place; New York, New Zealand, the U.P., Mexico, the Dakotas, and all over Wisconsin to name but a few 
places.  Our department continues to lead the Confluence Center for Chippewa River Studies.  Several faculty members 
and their student colleagues are busy working on research in the lower Chippewa Valley.  We are also leaders in the 
effort to develop a campus-ǿƛŘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǎƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ more about that initiative in the coming year.   

 
LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǊƻŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ōǳǘ, even 

so, ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǿŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ IǳǇȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ DL{ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
developed an Advanced GIS course as well.  Christina has also developed a field-based biogeography course.  Yep, more 
field trips and more hands-on learning.  Dr. Joe Hupy has developed upper division courses in human-environment 
interaction, military geography, and is poised to take over our US and Canada course and expand into agro-geography.  
Both of them have revitalized Geog 178, successfully maintained their research agendas, have been busily submitting  
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Garry took time off to do some fishing this July at Red 

River of the North, near Lockport, Manitoba, a world class 
channel cat fishery. 

 
L to R, Val Running, Bennett Running (10), Kat 
Running (12), and Garry pose at the entrance to 
lower Fort Garry National Historic Park, Selkirk, 
Manitoba, July 2008. 

 

FIRST GEOGRAPHY AND 
ANTHROPOLOGY AWARDS 
RECEPTION  
 
 On Saturday, December 1, 2007, the department 
officially held its first Awards Reception.  Timothy 
Gordon Fisher, professor of geology at the department 
of environmental sciences at the University of Toledo, 
was the keynote speaker.  His talk was titled ά²Ƙȅ 
geography matters: The role of glacial Lake Agassiz in 
abrupt cƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ   
  

 
Geography club officers and fall 2007 graduating seniors 
were honored.  Scholarship winners were also 
acknowledged (listed separately).  The department  
recognized GTU (Gamma Theta Upsilon Honor Society) 
2007-20008 initiates.  They were:  Daniel Berens, Justin 
Berg, Eugene Boyd, Blake Christenson, W. Patrick Dryer, 
Jackie Ebert, Elizabeth Ellison, Keith Erickson, Derek 
Hagen, Phillip Larson, Amy Ledin, Zach Lindfors, Jacob 
McDonald, Bethany Nelson, Andrew Norman, Lindsay 
Olson, Katherine Patterson, and Kevin Smith.   
  

papers for publication and grant proposals, and incorporated students into their research.  All this and their daughter 
Katya was born on December 7 as well!   

 
Two new faculty members will join us beginning fall 2008.  Ari Anand is a cultural anthropologist with specialty areas 

in the anthropology of religion, linguistics, and south Asia.  Ezra Zeitler is a Wisconsin native who received his 
undergraduate degree at UW-River Falls.  Ezra is a GIS-savvy human geographer.  Among other things he has interests in 
Native Americans and European settlement history of the Great Plains and the Midwest.  Welcome aboard Ari and Ezra! 

 
What else is new in the department?  We came through our 7-year program review with flying colors.  The 

department is doing very well.  We hope to parlay that success into additional resources and a new faculty position if 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭǳŎƪȅΦ  .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŜǎǘŜŜƳŜŘ ŀƭǳƳƴƛΣ ŀƴŘ our contacts at 
graduate programs and in the private sector (where are graduates are in high demand) we are working on streamlining 
our major and minor tracks to reduce bottlenecks, expanding student access to cutting edge geospatial technology, and 
incorporating GIS, GPS, and field and project work into more courses.  We just received a $70,000 laboratory 
modification grant so if you stop by for a visit this fall you will see brand new computers in P275, P266, P268, and P283.  
You will also see significant changes in P275. 

 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΗ  {ǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ  YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǇŜŜƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

our alumni and awards reception that will take place next spring.  We hope to see you there! 
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Students attending the Awards Reception--top L to R:  
Craig Braunal, Amy Ledin, Cale Anger, Blake 
Christenson, W. Pat Dryer, Jacob McDonald , Phillip 
Larson, Eugene Boyd, Professor Garry Running, Kevin 
Smith; bottom L to R:  Lindsay Olson, Bethany Nelson, 
Keri  Van Rossum, Heidi Jackson, Jade Gagnon. 
 
Several students were awarded for their outstanding 
work: 
Outstanding seniors:  Cale Anger, Eugene Boyd, Craig 
Braunel, and Phillip Larson 
Overall Excellence and Research:   
Keri Van RossumτOverall Excellence in Anthropology 
Jade GagnonτOverall Excellence in Anthropology 
Heidi JacksonτOverall Excellence in Anthropology 
Jacob McDonaldτResearch Excellence in Anthropology 
Rachel KjosτOverall Excellence in Geography 
Katherine NolanτOverall Excellence in Geography 
Lindsay OlsonτOverall Excellence in Geography 
W. Patrick DryerτResearch Excellence in Geography 
Phillip LarsonτResearch Excellence in Geography 
Jacob McDonaldτResearch Excellence in Geography 

  
FIRST ALUMNI REUNION 
 
 On Saturday, April 26, 2008, the department had 
its first alumni reunion at HoulƛƎŀƴΩǎ {ǘeak and Seafood 
Pub.  The food was excellent and it was fun to see faces 
that we have not seen for a few years.  Students that 
were presenting posters at Research Day the following 
Monday were asked to bring a model of their poster to 
be judged by alumni and faculty.  Prizes for the best 
posters were awarded  and door prizes were given to 
attendees.  Thanks to all alumni who dropped by to see 
us.  Let us know what you would like to have 
added/changed.   

 
Alumni and students looking at the model posters at 
the Alumni Reunion. 

 

 
Alumni, faculty, and students chatting. 

 
Both the Award Ceremony and the Alumni Reception 
were huge successes.  We plan to combine the two in 
the spring (see page 1).   

 
GREETINGS FROM THE  
GEOGRAPHY CLUB! 
 

During the 07-08 school year, the Geography Club 
was active in a number of events.  Membership was 
around 15 dues paying members and was already 
growing during the Fall 08 semester. 

 
In the fall of 2007 the Geography Club again hosted 

its annual chili feed.  The chili feed was, as usual, a huge 
success.  With the help of donations from many grocers 
in the area, the club was able to raise over $250.00.  Of 
that, $170.00 was donated to WHYS public radio in Eau 
Claire.  Beth Ellison and Lindsay Olson went on air to 
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give the donation to the radio station.  During their visit 
aŜƎ YŀƭŘƧƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǊΦ  .ŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
Lindsay were tested on their geographic knowledge on 
air during the visit--talk about being put on the spot! 

 
The spring 2008 semester was quite laid back due 

to the many AAG deadlines and students preparing for 
graduation.  A planned roadside clean-up had to be 
cancelled due to poor weather.  The clean-up was 
rescheduled for Saturday, October 18, at 9:00 am. 

 
Several Geography Club officers moved on after the 

end of the 07/08 school year.  Thanks to Amy Wichlacz, 
Co-Vice President; Alex Randen, Secretary; and Beth 
Ellison, Director of Fun for all their hard work over the 
year. 

 
Lindsay Olson, 2007/2008 Geography Club President  

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
The department is in the process of establishing application forms 
for the 2008/2009 academic year scholarships.  The awards will be 
announced before January 2009. 

 

Henry W. Kolka Geography: 
Elizabeth Ellison (2007-2008) 
 
Kerlin and Ethel Seitz: 
Cale Anger (2007-2008) 
Rachel Kjos (2007-2008) 
Jacob McDonald (2007-2008) 
 
Jana Minnick Field Study: 
Elizabeth Ellison (2007-2008) 
Jackie Ebert (2007-2008) 
Jessica Sager (2007-2008) 
 
Novoprint Excellence in Cartography: 
(Internship Program and Scholarship Awards) 
Boyd, Eugene                   (2007-2008) 
Carpenter, Edward 
Christianson, Jenna  
Guida, Ross Hubin-Barrows, Brandon 
Jordan, Brian Lebeau, Benjamin 
Lindfors, Zachariah Meinertz, Adam  
Miller, Brandon Olson, Lindsay 
Randle, Sara Rodengen, Christopher 
Ruesch, Karl Smith, Melissa 
Suhm, Phillip Swartz, Danielle 
Tucker, Laura 
 

Wickman Applied GIS 
Rachel Kjos (2007-2008) 
 
 
 *We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
NovoPrint USA, Inc., for sponsoring the NovoPrint 
Cartographic scholarships.  NovoPrint USA was 
incorporated in Wisconsin 1994, and has succeeded in 
partnering with hundreds of Chambers of Commerce 
and community organizations for their print, online and 
custom publishing.  John Limbach is the Publisher & 
CEO. 
 
 The NovoPrint Scholarship and Internship programs 
were started in 2005 after discussions with Joe 
Stuecken about the development of 'production 
cartographers'--that is cartographic work designed for 
publication.  There are currently about a dozen alums 
who are employed as 'production cartographers' and 
there are a couple of cartography shops in Madison--
one headed up by Scott Zilmer (a geography graduate).  
Joe is the manager at NovoPrint, where they specialize 
in ϥŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǘȅǇŜΩ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǇǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ 
or counties.   
 
 Production cartography is primarily an Adobe 
Illustrator activity, and as the department teaches both 
GIS and Illustrator cartography, there are a good 
number of alums employed in this area.  Joe recognized 
and had hired several of our students and wanted to 
keep the pipeline flowing.  He also knew that the 
department did a location map project in 280 and 
suggested that they could set a scholarship program to 
reward and encourage the development of the 
Illustrator skill set.  Eligibility for the scholarship is 
limited to Geog 280 students in a given semester. The 
location map project was given a tighter focus.  In the 
past, students could map any location, a city, national 
park, whatever; but now the students pick a city and, 
with some of NovoPrint's products and the sets of maps 
produced by each class hanging on the west wall of 
P275, students strive to make a map of NovoPrint 
quality.  The NovoPrint scholarships total $300 per 
semester and are divided up among several students.  
In the beginning there were fewer awards, but in recent 
semesters the quality really improved so more awards 
have been distributed.  The quality has improved as the 
students look at more examples, and Joe visits at the 
beginning of each semester to talk about NovoPrint and 
gives them tips on what makes a good map. When the 
maps are complete, Joe visits again, and Joe and Sean 



 5 

decide how the scholarship awards will be divided up, 
based on the quality of the maps.  
 
 There is also a NovoPrint internship program where 
students who distinguish themselves in the NovoPrint 
map activity and by having an interest in this type of 
mapping actually work on part or a complete NovoPrint 
map that will be published.  Joe provides all the support 
materials for the map, and gives the students 
instructions and a demonstration on the tasks.  This is a 
paid internship with $200 awarded for a completed 
project.   
 

RESEARCH DAY 
 
UW-Eau Claire students displayed student and faculty collaborative 
research projects at the 16

th
 annual Student Research Day, April 

28-29, 2008.  The Geography and Anthropology Department 
presented 23 posters.  Congratulations to all the students who 
participated!   
 

Mary Allman  
Subway Stations and Ridership in New York City.  

Mentor:  Brady Foust. 
 

Daniel Berens  
Place-Characteristics of Indian Immigrant 

Neighborhoods in New York City.  Mentor:  Brady Foust. 
 

Eugene Boyd  
Wisconsin Sports Geography: High School Football 

Recruiting.  Mentor:  Ingolf Vogeler. 
 
Nathan Christ and Korah Petrasko  

Aerial Tour of the Lower Chippewa River Valley.  
Mentor:  Sean Hartnett. 

 
Blake Christenson  

Land Value along Park Avenue in New York City.  
Mentor:  Brady Foust. 
 
Pat Dryer, Jackie Ebert, Bryan Vickroy, Keith Erickson, 
Chris Below, Beth Ellison, Adam Rubach, and Todd 
Wermager  

Subsurface Imaging of South Brighton Spit, 
Christchurch, New Zealand Part II: Coastal Processes and 
Data Interpretation.  Mentors:  Harry Jol and David 
Nobes, University of Canterbury. 
 
W. Patrick Dryer and Jacob McDonald  

Subaqueous Industrial Waste in Western Wisconsin 
Lakes: Reducing/Redirecting the Dredged Materials 

from Landfills.  Mentors:  Harry Jol and Douglas 
Faulkner. 
Fifth Place, Life and Earth Sciences 
 
Jackie Ebert  

Mapping Vegetation Change along the Lower 
Chippewa River.  Mentor:  Christina Hupy. 

 
Beth Ellison, Todd Wermager, Chris Below, Adam 
Rubach, Keith Erickson, Bryan Vickroy, Jackie Ebert, 
and Pat Dryer  

Subsurface Imaging of South Brighton Spit, 
Christchurch, New Zealand Part I: Data Collection and 
Processing.  Mentors:  Harry Jol and David Nobes, 
University of Canterbury. 

 
Corey Gannon  

Relationships of Socioeconomic Variable on 7th 
Avenue, New York City.  Mentor:  Brady Foust. 

 
Nicholas Johnson  

Key Socioeconomic Variables and Distance along 
Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.  Mentor:  Brady Foust. 

 
Joseph Kelly  

Testing Segregation Measurements in Milwaukee: 
Reality vs. Perception.  Mentor:  Lisa Theo. 

 
Andrew Kelton  

Geographic Analysis of Relationship between 
Income and Distance along Park Avenue in Manhattan.  
Mentor:  Brady Foust. 

 
Phillip Larson, Jacob McDonald, Pat Dryer, and Anna 
Baker  

Geomorphology of Cliff-Top Parabolic Dunes within 
the Lower Chippewa River Valley, Upper Putnam Park, 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  Mentors:  Garry Running, Doug 
Faulkner, and Harry Jol. 

 
 
Phillip Larson and Lindsay Olson  

Late Quaternary Eolian Dunes and Fluvial Terraces 
of the Lower Chippewa River Valley.  Mentors:  Garry 
Running, Doug Faulkner, Harry Jol, and Joe Hupy. 

 
Jacob McDonald  

Creating a GIS Database for Pre-Contact 
Archaeological Sites in the Red Cedar River Valley.  
Mentor:  Robert Barth, Jr. 
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Jacob McDonald  
Ground Penetrating Radar Aided Archaeological 

Survey on Har Karkom (Mt. Sinai?), Israel.  Mentor:  
Harry Jol. 

 
Jessica Sager  

Radio City Music Hall Attendance Analysis.  Mentor:  
Brady Foust. 

 
Wesley Sherry  

Demographics of New York Greenspaces.  Mentor:  Brady 
Foust. 

 
Jessica Soine  

Interpreting the Past for the Public.  Mentor:  Robert 
Barth, Jr. 

 
Amy Wichlacz and Eugene Boyd  

Clean Commuting and College Campuses: Network 
Analysis to Identify Car-Free Travel Routes in Eau Claire, WI.  
Mentor:  Christina Hupy and Paul Kaldjian. 

 
Amy Wichlacz and Beth Ellison  

Historical Channel Change of the Lower Chippewa River in 
West-Central Wisconsin.  Mentor: Doug Faulkner. 

 
GEOGRAPHY/  
ANTHROPOLOGY GRADS 
 
Fall 2007 
Cale Thomas Anger, B.A., Geography, Techniques 
Ellen Leigh Chase, B.A., Geography, with Anthropology 
 Minor, L.A. 
Derek Christopher Hagen, B.S., Geography, CM-
 International Studies 
Rachel Ann Kjos, B.S., Geography, Human 
Amy Renae Ledin, B.A., Geography, Human 
Katherine Marie Patterson, B.A., Geography, CM-
 International Studies 
 
Spring 2008 
Daniel James Berens, B.A., Geography, Liberal Arts 
Craig Warren Braunel, B.S., Geography, Teaching 
Nathan John Christ, B.S., Geography, Techniques 
Blake Richard Christenson, B.S., Geography, Liberal Arts 
Jenna Maureen Christianson, B.A.,   Geography, Human 
W. Patrick Dryer, B.S., Geography, Physical 
Jackie Elizabeth Ebert, B.A., Geography, CM-Resource 
 Management 
Elizabeth June Ellison, B.A., Geography, CM-
 International Studies 
Joseph Hugh Kelly, B.A., Geography, Human 

Phillip Herman Larson, B.S., Geography, CM-Resource 
 Management 
Brandon Lee Miller, B.S., Geography, Human 
Andrew Scott Norman, B.S., Geography, CM-Resource 
 Management 
Phillip Francis Suhm, B.S., Geography, Techniques 
Ellen Marie Waldhart, B.A., Geography, Human 
Todd Alan Wermager, B.S., Geography, CM-Resource 
 Management 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Pat Dryer (2008) was offered full rides at Simon 

Fraser and Missouri State (accepted Missouri State).  
 
Jackie Ebert (2008) accepted a full ride offer at 

Missouri State. 
 
Beth Ellison (2008) was offered full rides at LSU and 

Miami of Ohio (accepted Miami). 
 
Phil Larson (2008) was offered full rides at Arizona 

State and Western Washington, accepted offer at ASU. 
 
Jake McDonald (2008) was offered a full ride at U 

Georgia (accepted). 
 

ALUMNI NEWS/PAST STUDENT 
COMMENTS 
 

Josh Ashton took Geography 111 from Ingolf 
Vogeler in 1995-1996 as a requirement towards a 
degree in History.  Later, he went on and earned a 
graduate degree in Special Education and a teaching 
license in Keyboarding/Computer Applications.  If you 
would like to see more, check out my website and 
click the red bar labeled   "Meet the Teacher" 
(http://www.geocities.com/maui_26_99/index.html). 

  
In his email, Josh said his wife and him presently 

teach at an online charter school called Blue Sky 
(http://www.blueskyschool.org/) targeting at-risk high 
school students.  They spend their summers travelling 
and writing curriculum for the upcoming school year.  
He said they were recently debating the merits of their 
undergraduate education; she attended St. Olaf College 
and earned a degree in teaching Geography.  άMy wife 
was astounded to think that a professor for an 
undergraduate course was weaving online resources 
and materials in the mid 1990s.  Thanks for being on the 
frontier of education and working at a public 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΗέ 

http://www.geocities.com/maui_26_99/index.html
http://www.blueskyschool.org/
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Bradley Chopp (2000ύ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ LƴƎƻƭŦΩǎ 

classes (111, 188) in about 1998.  He sent an email 
ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ LƴƎƻƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  ά!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
thinking have influenced me significantly more than any 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƘŀǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ 
Geog 188 should be a required class for everybody 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ¦²9/Φέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
travel to the Delta region of Mississippi next year and 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ LƴƎƻƭŦΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lƴ 
retrospect, he said, his college experience has been 
worth it because of Ingolf.  Bradley is currently a GIS 
specialist in Madison.   
 

Patrick Corcoran (1984) has been with the Oregon 
State University Extension Service since graduating from 
OSU with an M.S. in Geography (1988). During the past 
twenty years at OSU Pat has enjoyed extending 
research based information into rural communities and 
engaging locals in applying that research in relevant 
ways.  

 
Pat has drawn upon his training as a geographer to 

navigate the terrain of his career: from the early days of 
working with timber dependent communities to find 
new sources of jobs and income, to helping watershed 
restoration councils function as consensus-based 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǘƻ tŀǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ 
communities about the impacts of climate change and 
tsunamis. Check out his website for more info or to 
contact him directly.  

 
Pat credits his academic and professional success to 

.ǊŀŘȅ CƻǳǎǘΦ .ǊŀŘȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ όŀƴŘ 
occasional running-shoe-to-the-backside) motivated Pat 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ tŀǘΩǎ ƎǊaduate 
assistantship at OSU was the direct result of Brady 
ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ όƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎΚύ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ h{¦Ωǎ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
Department at a wine and cheese party during the 1984 
Association of American Geographers annual meeting in 
Washington, DC. (see photo). 

 

 
 
While Pat credits Brady for teaching him how to 

operate successfully within the box of academia, Pat 
credits Ingolf Vogeler for teaching him to view all boxes 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƪŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ LƴƎƻƭŦΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
worldview, Pat still cannot bring himselŦ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ LƴƎƛŜΩǎ 
fashion worldview that makes it OK for a guy to wear his 
pants tucked into his boots!  

 
άThanks to all UWEC Geography faculty and 

students (1981-84), and also to Yvonne Plomedahl who 
has gracefully put up with all of us for over two 
decades!  Numquam Perditi, Semper Explorantesέ 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clatsop/staff/coastal
hazards.php 

 
Renae Cassie Haug (2006) has lived in Alaska, Land 

of the Midnight Sun, since March of 2008.  She says she 
Ƙŀǎ άōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ рлҌ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ рΩ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ  
She is working a seasonal job in Homer, Alaska where 
she is an Environmental Educator/Marine Ecology 
Educator.  She has gotten her marine background as she 
works plus 2.5 weeks of extensive training.  Renae says 
she is stationed across the bay from Homer (1 hour boat 
ride), where the 4th-8th graders will stay with her for 2-3 
days.  They have the opportunity to see 70+ marine 
invertebrates in the intertidal zone (zone between the 
high tide mark and low tide at extreme low tides).  She 
spends many hours on the beach with the students, as 
they have semi-free exploration, bringing attention to 
the invertebrates the stǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΦ  ά²Ŝ 
had been out late (as we have to schedule hour hikes 
with when the low tides are); I was losing them to the 
rock wall that was towering above that they wanted to 
climb.  When a young girl brought up an Isopod (very 
common on the beach); I had probably seen 20 already 
that evening, I immediately tried to give the child 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άŀƘƘ ǿƻǿΣ ȅŜŀƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clatsop/staff/coastalhazards.php
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/clatsop/staff/coastalhazards.php
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ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ Ŝŀǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǎŜŀ ǿŜŜŘΣέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘŀŘŜ 
darker.  Just as I was about to lose the group again, I 
turned it over and noticed it was giving birth in my 
hand!  Small, perfectly recognizable isopods were 
seeing this world for the first time, in my hand, in front 
of the students!  Much of the little invertebrates that 
we are observing in the intertidal zone (at low tides) 
have plankton/larval stage, eventually becoming a sea 
star, sea urchin, anemones, and what not.  But this was 
unusual, the Isopod carries their babies for 10-14 days 
before giving live birth, and as it was happening just 
before these fifteen 4th-6th graders eyes, I witnessed 
their eyes getting bigger while the giggles and squeals 
seemed to get quieter and quieter before a moment of 
ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΗέ 

 
Sarah Janes (2007) was a student in Dr. Paul 

YŀƭŘƧƛŀƴΩǎ geography capstone course, which studied 
the importance of migrant labor on western ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΨǎ 
dairy industry.  She received a Fulbright U.S. Student 
Grant to study male migration and the impact on wives 
and families in the communities of Veracrus, Mexico.  
The grant runs from mid-August through June, 2009. [By 
UWEC News Release-May 2008] 

 
Erin Heidtke LaFaive (2004) was recently hired by 

UW-Extension of Eau Claire County as a horticulture 
educator.  Erin evaluates 9ŀǳ /ƭŀƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
resource education and horticulture needs and assists 
the public with information and education.  She 
graduated from UW-9ŀǳ /ƭŀƛǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ 
in geography with an emphasis in natural resource 
managemenǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
UW-Madison in environmental studies.  [By Leader 
Telegram Staff, 8/2/08] 

 
 Jacob McDonald (2007) works with the Antarctic 
Geospatial Information Center in the department of 
geology and geophysics at the University of Minnesota.  
Jacob (GIS technician/cartographer) is making new 
ƳŀǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŀΦ  άL 
was brought on to make maps of helicopter landing 
sites and fixed wing landing sites for the operations 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀΦέ  άL ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƻƴ 
a series of daily updates on the progress of shipping 
vessels as they left their ports in America, New Zealand 
or Sweden on their way to McMurdo Station to drop off 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΦέ   
  
 At the moment, McDonald is working on a 
project that started 50 years ago.  He is geo-referencing 
systematic aerial photo surveys that were shot in the 
1950s so that they can be studied by other scientists. 
  
 He planned to continue his work until the fall of 
2008 when he planned to start graduate school.  Good 
luck Jacob!   [By UWEC News Release] 
 
 Cathi Jones Winings (1998) recently got 
married.  She works in Washington for NPS, but they let 
her telecommute when she has a lot of writing to do.  
{ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǘ--she gets to stay with her husband 
where he lives/works in the San Juan Islands.   Nothing 
short of heaven, huh Cathi! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   *         *         *         *         *        *       *            
 
 
FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 
News for the next department newsletter should be submitted by May of 2009.  Send us anything that has happened 
in your life--job changes, marriage, travels.  Feel free to get in touch with us if there is something you would like to 
see added to the newsletter.  You can submit information by e-mail to plomedym@uwec.edu.  
 
 

 

mailto:plomedym@uwec.edu
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FIELD TRIPS AND SEMINARS 
  
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 345  -  Quaternary Environments  - Spring 2008 ς Professor Garry Running 

 
                   Geog 345 class stops for a group photo overlooking the Glacial River Warren spillway near  
                   .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ  Valley, Minnesota on a crisp but thankfully not snowy early spring day.  L to R,  
                   Sasquatch Doug Faulkner, Pat Dryer, Jackie Ebert, Garry Running, Phil Larson, Danielle Swartz,  
                   and Ben Young. 
  

 

GEOGRAPHY 361 - Environmental Hazards ς Spring 2008 ς Professor Harry Jol 
Geography 361 ς Environmental Hazards went on several fields trips during the spring semester as well as had 

several in-class speakers.  The daylong field trip to the Twin Cities on February 29 visited Saint Anthony Falls Laboratory 
for a short introductory seminar followed by tours through the facility. From the Lab, we travelled along the Mississippi 
River and stopped at Minehaha Park.  From the park we went to the Minnesota Science Museum.  At the Museum we 
visited the Mississippi River National Park Service ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΣ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ Alps in the 
Omnitheater as well as had a demonstration using Science on the Sphere before visiting the Experimental Gallery and 
the Deadly Medicine Exhibit. In addition, to the daylong field trip we also had a field tour of flood management practices 
both around UWEC and around the city of Eau Claire. 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 304 (formerly Geography 360) - Introduction to Geomorphology ς Fall 2007 ς 
 Professor Harry Jol 

Geography 360 ς Geomorphology has been renumbered and renamed to better reflect the course content 
(Geography 304 ς Introduction to Geomorphology). This course continues to evolve based on recommendations from 
past classes and remains a field intensive class with, 2 x 50 minute lecture periods, weekly 4 hour field labs, and two 
daylong field trips. During the fall semester we started off the semester on the University Ropes Course which lead to a 
more team based approach for the class.  We were able to complete ten field trips, including two daylong field trips, one 
to the Duluth area of Lake Superior and the other to University of Minnesota Core Facility and Science Museum to visit 

http://www.safl.umn.edu/
http://www.smm.org/
http://www.nps.gov/miss/
http://www.hurricaneonthebayou.com/
http://www.smm.org/visit/sphere/
http://www.smm.org/visit/experiment/
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/deadlymedicine/
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the Pompeii exhibit.  The lab trips ranged from canoeing down the Eau Claire River to observe fluvial features, to flying 
down the Red Cedar, to visiting the Chippewa Moraine Ice Age Unit.  We also learned many new field skills during our 
field program. See class website for more details.  To make room for the expanding number of field courses, Geography 
304 has been moved to the Spring semester starting this coming academic year. 

 

      
Photo shows Hendrickson Hill and the straw          
patches on the repaired slope (Dan Berens, Adam 
Rubach, & Ben LeBeau). 

    

 
Photo shows expanding point bar and the piers in the 
background with the previous water levels apparent (Dan 
Berens, Adam Rubach, & Ben LeBeau). 

 
 
GEOGRAPHY 355 Biogeography and GEOGRAPHY  445 Historical Geography -  Fall 2007 - Professors Christina 
and Joe Hupy 

 

 

   

Students from biogeography and 
historical geography (formally 
environmental history) take time 
ǘƻ ΨǘŀƎΩ ŀ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƭ 
geographers must visit at least 
once, the center of the NW 
hemisphere. 

 

Students from biogeography listen to Professor 
Christina Hupy while she explains the origins of 
the Stump Prairies in the upper peninsula of 
Michigan. 

 

Professor Joe Hupy, his dog 
Sunny, and students pose for a 
much needed photo on one of 
the larger remnants of what 
was once a massive white 
pine. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.uwec.edu/jolhm/Student_Resources/courses/Geog304/Schedule_Fall07.htm

