Chapter 1 -- Cultural Landscape Analysis
revised2 October 2007edited by Sara

Cultural landscapes would se¢mbeso obvious. Asoon as we
step outside, we are surrounded by elemehtsiltural landscapes roads,
sidewvalks, houses, lawns, parlsigns,billboards, stores, shopping malls
graffiti, office parks, factoriesret, mostly, we are only aware of a few
places- our home, work place, school, place of worship, shops, and the
few landmarkghat we need to navigabn the way to these places. Like
friends and relativesve take landscapes largely for grantétk need to
learn to see the obvious and the not so obvious; indeed, to see the
fi i n v iisaftdn the most important aspect of understanding ourselves
and dhers. ®dng is the start tainderstanthg and appreciatg each other
as people and the places weeate andhhabit. Yet, we need to go beyond
the fAmereol ooking and reading of
processes which shaped them. iCaitanalysis is fundamental to landscape
analysis. Ideas and behaviors, as they manifest themselves in material and
spatial forms, aregeritical to thikustrated field guidef,some of the most
importantcultural landscapes/f North Americay

Landscapeanalysis and appreciation are similar to music and art
appreciation; thegre holisticattemps tolstretchminds and senses begd
the obvious. We neeid see beyond our most “practical” needs, to admire
things other'than the big, the'new, orthe histdlsidamous. Too often,
"foreign" or "exotic" placeswhich areunknown to us) are simply ignored
or consumed as anothidnd of commodity. 8cietalcharacteristics- racial
and ethnic categoriegender rolesand economic classesexpress
themselves ithe material world of cultural landscap&sultural
landscapes express ideas and behaviors which have been committed to
material reality. Believing in ideas takes less effort than acting on them
and it takes even more effort (time and resources) toecneaterial objects
to express ideagnd finally,the mostwork is nee@dto createcultural
landscaps As a result, reading cultural landscapesstedl the most
important ideas and behaviartlarge numbers of people who identify as
one culture. Cultal landscapes atmetterevidence of the way the world is
organizedhan reading books, listening to speecloesyat c hi ng
behavior. The visual and permanent nature of cultural landscapes allows for
a fullerand more honesinalysis of culture thathe temporary phengenon
of speeches and behasolf you arenot there to hear and see events, you
can not know themWritten record providepermanent evidence about
cultures but they express the views of either only individuals or institutions
-- both of which often espouse the ideal mtranreveal theeal For

example, he U.S. Constitutiodoes not mention slaveryet slavery as
aninstitutionwas a salient feature law and practiceand resulted in
distinctive cultural landscapes which petgb this day. Furthermore, race
continues to play a significant and distinctive role in the social fabric of
the United States

The United Stateis the focus of this book, while aspects of
Canada and Mexicoompkment the themes developtx the USA
Collectively these three countries constitute North Amesibare we
explore the cultural landscapestivo critically different ways
1) critical aspivotal or significant cultural placem this continentand
2) critical ascritiques of the dominantdeologiesand institutionf
control and conformity which result in tensions and contradictions
betweergroups and places. Wexplorethe various (conflicting and
contradictory) meanings dfidividualism democracyand libertyas

c wlryeqept i North Amggar iiiiesdazz aguintessentidd. $.@t r t he

form, is agood metaphor for all three North Americeuiture areaand
theresultinglandscapesndividual musicians collaborating with others to
createuniguemusic. Or as Philip Wagner says "Culture depslthrough
dialog [or the absence of dfstributed spatially* (Wagnei996).

What does the author bring to'this project? He was trained as a
cultural geographer atthe University of, Toronto and/the University of
Minnesota. As .a Germamorn Canadian Vviting his relatives frequently,
he learned about the German schodlafidschafstudies which he
appliedito his undergraduate, graduate, and grastuate research in
North America. He has been reading, thinking, publishing, and teaching
on the topics ofttis book over|the last 40 years. His extensive travels and
photography in Canada, USA, and Mexico arefreflected in these pages.

To understand, appreciate, and eieanjoy the diverse cultural
landscapes of North America, this book figs objectives
1) Define the concept afulture.

2) Know the components @lultural landscapes

3) Document thénterr elationships between human ideal@ntasies,
behavios, and humastreated landscapes fi@ligious, ethnic, and
racial groups.

p e o p M &rrerstand howocial political, and economicinstitution sare

expressed in landscape forms.

5) Identify the salient features #ndscape formsof oppression by race

and sex.

The first two objectives are developed in this chapter. Subsequent chapters
will deal with the other objectives.
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http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/define.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/3meang.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/4terms.htm

Part I. Culture Defined

Culture is mostly easily defined as "learned behavior." As people
communicate and interact in space they create specific, purposeful, rule
following, and rulemaking principles which distinguish one group from
another Aspects of culture are alwapging created, negotiatddiposed,
andresisted. Neverthelesgeral critical elements differentiate cultural
groups:language, religion, race and ethnicity, food, clothing, and politics.

Language

Languagés the systematic means of communicating&ler
feelings by the use of conventionalized sounds, gestures, and-sidjref
which have shared meanings in a specific community. Languéige msost
important definer of cultural grospidentitiesandtheterritoriesthey occupy
and claim Dominan language groups often take their common language,
such as U.S. English,fer granted; whereas @&mialhguage groups, such as

the Germans in the late nineteenth century and Hmong in the early twenty

first century, are veryjaware of their language heegag
Although_ greatly diminished from the paskcept in Quebec and
Mexico, nativesrand Europeaorigin peopls throughout North America

continue to speak their respective languages. Germans and Scandinavians
were major/ethnic groups among the arigiBafopean settlers who settled in

the Upper Midwess Today Germans represent 14 percent of the U.S.
population andserman speakersare still concentrateth the Midwestas
shownin Figurel-1.
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As in the past, the presencespiecificlanguage groupsom
abroadexpress political turmoil in their homeland. During the U.S.
Vietham War, the Hmong fought for the U.S. military forces, brafie
U.S. lost thiswar, many of thedmong from Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia fled to refugee camipsThailand Since the 1980s, the U.S.
government has allowed large numbers of these political refugees to
immigrate to the USA. The Hmong settledinly onthe West Coast and
in the Upper Midwest, where Hmong speakers are concentrated (Figure
1-2).

The first and earliest people toiag in an area named the places
such as rivers, hills, and settlemetiitat were important to thewmith their
own languageand meanings. Hence, Indian place names, e.g., lllinois
which in Algonquin means "tribe of superior men," occur throughout the
Americas. When thearliestEuropeans arrived, they repladedian place
namesand added their own language narfeplaces swch as Eau Claire
(French forficlear wated), New England, New Berlin, and El Paso
(Spanish forfpassag®. Subsequent latexrrrivals,whether European,
Asian, or African_immigrantdiowever,settled in already named places
anddid not have the powerto4mame placeas the earliest European
immigrants did. kence; the presence of Heelatelanguagegroupsis
absenbn the landscapesompared with those of the initiBuropean
immigrants who did label places.
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The dominance of one cultural group determines the use of a
particular language in public institutions lurrent minoritygroups that
earlier had a strong preseraned powesstill retain their languages, often



in resistance to the dominant language. In Quebec, many of the dominant
French speakers feel threatened by the use of the English language in the
province The provincial governments and separatists have atéehmpany
times to purge Quebec of English language ug¢Biggire 13). Nationally,
the French ancestry group
population versus 26 percent for the English ancestry group.

In another example, Spanish and Spaifisiglish business and
church signs are characteristics of large concentrations of Hispanic/Latino
communities, not only in the historic Hispanic regions of the Southwest but
also in the finewo Latino
it in Clevdand, OH (Benedict and Kent 2004), or in Reno, NV (Berry
2004).

Language in its many formsis expressed in the landscape
throughsignsof all sorts (mailboxes, roads, streets, highways, commercial,
and billboards)place namegalong highways leading to settlements and
on topographic maps), amdurals.

Figure 1-3. This stop.sign in
Montreal indicatés the importance
of language in group identity. Evel
wi th t'he FArr&on cohr
top, Quebec separatists oppose tt
usage of English words on public
signs.Languageris often'related to
religion, as the Roman Catholic
church in the backgrounshows
Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

Religion

Religionhas played a critical and peculiar role in the United States,
much less so in Canada, and differently in Mexidth its historically
homogenous Roman Catholicisin.the United States, the importance of
religion is expressed inmanywaysl n God we trusto i
money and Christian bibles are used in courthouses for swearing
witnessesnd providedn hotel roomsThe First Amendment to thé.S.

represent sedr@dsdofgrievarcasn Eundp €anadmdmsgt ahfs

commbeni t i e guaiameedwere made in Cananld or Weataébe tineof thee d

S

3

Constitution guarantees religious
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the preskeaight of

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the gosetion a

of
denominations felt particularly drawn to a country in which religious
freedom was explicitly and legalgxpressed. That no one religion could

be established by governments, which was the norm in Europe, was
critical in assuring théegal acceptance ogligious diversities. No such
States
independence

Religion plays a far more important role in public life in the
United States than in Canada. According to Gallup polls, 44 percent of
the USA population believes in strict biblical creationism whereas only
10 percent (or 30 million, which is more than thenber of Roman
Catholics and Baptists combined) say they hold a secular, scientific
evolutionist view of the worldAbout 2,000 different religious
denominations and cults are found.in the United Statesvhich support
more than 200'Christian TV-channelsd 1,500 Christian radio stations.
And, unlike ather rich ‘countries including Canada, the USA is three times
more religious today than at the start of the republic/ measured by church
attendance!\Yet, the U.S. Census does not collect data on religion, but
private groupsuch as thevell-knownGlenmary Research Cen{@005)
do.

Figure 24 shows thaRoman Catholicin the United States
todayare highly concentrated in the Northeast, Midwest, and Southwest
Catholicsarealsoassociated with specific etitrgfoups Italians, Poles,
southern Germang§ajuns PuertoRicans, Cubans, and Mexicango
name only a few of the largest Catholic grodpsCanada, French
Canadians and Eastern Europeans are predominately Roman Catholics
And despite recent inroatly evangelicaProtestants, Mexico remains
overwhelming Roman Catholic.
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Figure 1-4. U.S,Roman Catholic.concentrations aassociated with
specific groupsMexicans in the Borderlands, Gajuns in Louisiana,
Cubans in/South Flada, Indianson reservations in the Great Plains,
Germans and Eastern Europeans in the Midwest, and Southern anc
Eastern Europeans in the Northeast., Source: Jon Kilpinen 2005!

Religion is‘expressed in the landscaparoughhouses of worship

(meeting halls, leurches, chapels, synagogues, mosques, and temples),
burial grounds (denominational and public cemeteries), private and public

shrines, signs, murals, and place nameBigure 15 illustrates the
recognizable material form (architecture) of one particbgion even
outside of its European origin.

Figure 1-5. ThisPortuguesdRoman Catholic church in Cochin,
South Indiajs immediately recognizable as a Christian church.
Aside from the main church, the walled component rehaol
(buildings on the 1éf)shrines; chapel, eemeétery, and"housing fo
the priestsPhoto: Ingolf VVogeler.

Race

Raceis culturally defined by biologicdeatures, e.g., skin color,
nosersize and shapes hair color andscharacteristics, body size, etc., whereas
its subcategorygethnicity, is defined bysuch cultural traits asational
origin, languageand religion of groups away from their homelakdr
example, Germans in the U.S. are an ethnig,grioufthose living in
Germanyare not. They have a nationality, which is defirasa cultural
group occupyingnd controllinga specificpolitical teritory or nation
state (culturecountry) Ultimately, both biologicahnd ethnic
characteristics are culturally defined by different groups and vary over
time. Which human traits weeem importanareculturally, not
biologically, determined. No culture classifies people by the shape of their
ear loles. Why thenis skin color any more meaningful?

Governments reflect societal racial groupings by whether or not and
how they collect dat on the topicThe U.S. Census Bureau collects self
reported information for theacial categoriesof White, Black or African
American, American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific Islander, and other races. For the first, tihe2000 Census
allowed individuals to select more than one racial category, negltic3
possible combinationd’he Census also has Hispanic category which



is divided into the racial categories\White, Black, IndianAsian and by
country of orgin.

Racial minorities continue to be highly regionalized in the United States,
reflecting historical and contemporary institutional practices and resulting in
distinctive cultural landscapes. Figuré Ehows the concentration ofdgks,
by counties, inhe United States. Specific racial minorities are now codified
by U.S. civil rights laws and affirmative action programs. In contrast, the
Canadian government does not collect racial data; instessks people for
their country of birth. So people boimJamaica, for examplepuldbe
White, Black or any combination tiieseracial groups.
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Figure 1-6. As a percentage of the total county population, Blacks
predominaten the Southern USWhere they were concentrated during
slavery Outside the Sout they are mostly concentratedtireinner cities
of metropolitarareas

The U.S. Census also collects information on aspeathaofcity in the
form of ability to speak English, foreiganguage spokemancestryand
place of birthFigure 7 showsthe degree to which different language
groups speak Englishwel.he Bur eauds web site
2005) provides data and maps at various scales on these and other population
characteristics.

(U.

[ speke English “very well’

| spoke English less than "Very well”
Spanish |1 %.8 231
Other Inda-Eurapean 14 a.0
languages
Asian and Paciilc 36| 7.0
Island languages ) ’

All ather
languages

Source: LS, Consus Rureau, Conius 2000 Surmmeary File 3.

Figure 1-7. The degree to which Englishfispoke welo depends on ar
et hnic groupbés retention of it
economic integration into the Englistpeaking society. Source:
American FactFinder 2005.

Ethnicity and religion are often related, but not alw&8@ne ¢hnic
groups are associated withriousreligions. Historically and even today,
Norwegians'belong to varies /denominations of Lutheraisgure 18);
Germans are either Lutherans or Roman Cathalics; ltadians,Poles,
and most other\Eastern Europeans aygén CatholicsGreeks and other
Eastern"Europeanssare OrthodoxiCatholesvsthink of themselves and
are often classified by others@n ethnic group, even though they have
many national origins or ethnicities. Technically; Jews are a religious
group,but even secular Jews frequently view,themselves as distinctive.
Yet some religions have never been associated with particular ethnic
groupssuch as the Shakers and Onédigsorically,andthe Mormons and
Jehovah Witnesses today.

S. Census Bureau



Figure 1-8.1 We | ctoomeWe st by 0 YanousNEaropean g
groups rediscovered theirthnic identityafter the Black and Latino
1960scivil rights movements. In small towns and metropolitan
nei ghbor hoods, tisasouftefptide and fourig t
attraction Photo: Ingolf VVogeler.

Race and ethnicity are expressed in the landscaperough
advertisementssigns, muralgFigure 19), place hames,specialized
buildings (civil rights and ethnic museumsndhistoric parks.

Figure 1-9. The
impersonal concrete
ramps for the, Coronada
Bridgehave been
converted into Chicano
Park inLogan Heights,
San Diego, CA. The
park now has over 40
muralsdepicting
Chicano themes such a
farm workers, bilingual
education, immigration,
police brutality, the CIA
overthrow of Alende,
indigenous art history,
and boycotts of Coors,
Gallo, and lettuce
growers.Photo: Ingolf
Vogeler.

Food

Foodis very expressive akligion and race/ethnicity. Many
religions have food taboos and/or symbolic forms and uses of food. For
Christianspread and wine are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus
Christ. Historically, Roman Cat hol
Fridays. Although the Church has lifted this restriction, restaurants in the
Midwest, at least, continue to offer fish speciaisFwidays.

A simplefood staple like bread reflects geographical immigrant
origins. Yeasbased breaglare associated with Europeanbgreas most
other breaekating peoples eat different forms of flatbreads. Each bread
culture prefers differerihgrediens and formsFor example, Eastern
Europeans prefer heavier crustytyased breads with poppy and
caraway seeds (FigurelD); Southern Europeans prefer whbased
breads and pastas.

Figure:10. The fAheavyodo rye and pum
sedals in this Kensington Market bakery in Toronto reflect the bread
cuisine of Northern and Eastern Europeans, commonly associated |
Canada and the USA with Jewish delis. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

Food preferences vary across the USA, regardless of ethnicity
On the Harvard Dialect Survey web site, respondents answered the
question What do you call the long sandwich that contains cold cuts,
lettuce, and so on? Over 10, 000 respondents said sub (77.15%), hoagie
(6.98%), herd5.18%),grinder (2.87%)poor boy(1.77%), Italian
sandwich (0.46%), baguette (0.25%), sarney (0.08%hber (0.01%),

cs
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strictest and most complicated food restrictions of any religion. Kosher

no word for this (0.91%), and other terms (4.41Fyure X11and 12
meat products must come from animals that have split hooves and chew

show the most regionalizexf these termshoagieandgrinder(Harvard

Dialect Survey2005.

hoagie

Figure :12T h e
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their cud (such as cattle). Animals such as pigsrablits are not kosher.
Kosher birds cannot be those listed in the Torah as unclean, usually
birdsof prey, but chicken, turkeys, and ducks are kofRigure £13).

Kosher fish must have both fins and scales (such as salmon or tuna).
Shellfish, turtles, ad swordfish are examgd of norkosher seod. In
addition, kosher food dishes may not include a mixture of dairy and meat
and/or fowl products. Separate cooking utensils and dishware are used to
prevent foods from sybhwolically touching each oth@ven when they

have been washeé\nd animals musbe slaughtered in accordance with
prescribed Jewish ritugghehitch Ashkenazi Jews generally soak and salt
all meat, and Sephardic Jews omit this practice if meat is broiled.

region. Source: Harvard Dialect Surv@go05.
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h% eggs, live chickens, and butchered chickens. The Star of David o
Figure :11.The t er m fspdesserdialgnly in Nesv England. window indicates that this shop follows kosher rules. Photo: Ingol
Source: Harvard Dialect Survey 2005. Vogeler.

Regardless of religion, the country of origin of immigrants
(ethnicity) reflects food preferences: for example, to name only a few,
raw fish (sushi) for Japanese; rye bread, poppy seeds, and smoked and

ickled. foods for Northern and Eastern Europeans; pasta, qlives, and
({E/)vinel)s for Sf(j)u'therln Ilznu(r%[e)egngs;’cma?erd O(pdg, %If]]ﬁmganc? pFarWaSl'ns

Who we are as a culturgtoup is profoundly expressed in our
diets-- what we do and do not eat. Food avoidance or taboos are found
among some conservative religious communities. Orthodox Jews and
Musl ims donét eat pork; Hindus avoi
regardless of #ir multi-national origins, use kosher rules to maintain the



for Mexicans; and flat breads and humgarbanzdears) for West Asians.

In northern cities, soul food is associated with Blacks who brought this
cuisine from the Deep South where these foods are associated with their
slave history. Foboth Blacks and Whites, Southern cooking is distinctive
for its fried chicken, biscuits, grits, blagye peas, black beans, collamt
mustard greens, and okialeslaw, and sweetened ice tea (Shortridge
2005)

Food is expressed in the landscaphroughstore signs, food
stores restaurants, billboards, specialized farm buildings(dairy barns,
feedlots, smoke houses, potato cellars, tobacco shedsjgdadltural
land uses(crops growrsuch as wheat, sugar cane, tomgtaad animals
raised such as a, pigs, guinea pigs, horses, chickens, ducks, any fish

Clothing
Clothingcontinues to ban important cultural markenot so much
an expressiof religion and ethnicity, butf generation, classnd rural
urban differences. Certain young culiugeoups express themselvesfthrough
haircuts fiMohawks), hair color (bright orange, blue, and green), and body
piercing, just as thbippies were distinguished from theniddle class
cohorts by bellbottoms, tidye T-shirts, longhair for men, and brkess
womenduring the counterculture of the late 1960s and 19Z0kurally
conservative Christian groups dress plai#lynongthe Old Order Amish
and Mennonitethroughout Narth Americanen wear straw hats, beards (but
no mustaches), and daeblored jacketsand pantswomen wear long, plain
dresses, head coverings, no make and straight, long haiAs Orthodox
Jews, Hasidic men typically wear dark suits, skullcaps, bboadmed black
hats, and untrimmed beards. Married women wear wigs or kerchieds¢o
their hair. They also do not work or drive cars on the Sabbath (Saturday).
The clergy of almost all religions wear distinctive clothing, at least
during services; monks and nuwen often be identifed y t hei r
Clothing is also importanof rites of religious passage, particularly for
baptisms, marriages, and funer@tgure £14). The common phrases of
Adressing for succepd or eafnlde ditg ett t @ nig
clothing in definingthe behaviorof specifc cultural groups timportant
events.

Ahabi t s

Figure 1-14. Four distinctive types of clothing are represented at this
wedding in Accra, Ghana: 1) the groom is a Christian minister; 2) th
brideis'wearing a WesternsChristian'bridalidress; 3)ithe parents, or
either side of thergpom and bride, and other members of the family ¢
dressed in African clothing; land 4) a few men are wearing Westgta
shirts and pants. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

Clothingyis worn by individuals; hence, clothing is associated
more with human behavidhanwith landscape features, although
billboards, clothing stores,and particulaagricultural land uses(cotton
and flax for linen are visible in the landscape.

Politics

Pgliticsare no longer associated with particular ethnic and
religious groups ithe United States and Canada, as @@smon in the
past. In contrast to Europe, political parties and political discourse in USA

r@igpoq%qg e beenparticularly devoid of ethnic, religious, and even
class divisions. The Mexican revolution had a straligious (anticleric
attitude towards the Roman Catholic Church) and classpgasant)
component. Today in the United States, conservative andauatin
Christian churches are exerting their political power on issues such as
abortion, stentell resears, gaymarriages, TV and movie content
welfare reform, the war on terrorism, and tax policies. Religion and
ethnicity have never played important roles in defining political issues in
Canada, except for the important case of Quebec.



Politics are expressé in the landscapethrough political and
highwaysigns(Figure :15), billboards, specialized buildings

(courthouses, county seats, jails, state and federal buildings, military bases),

andurban, agricultural, and natural land uses(transportation routes,

military bases; crops which receive federal crop subsidies, e.g., cotton, sugar
cane and sugar beets, tobacco; and county, state, and national forests and

parks).

Figure 1-15. TheCity of Altoona,
Wisconsin, marks the entrance to the
incorporated areandpoststhe traffic
rules that apply withinThe city defines
territory, time (day starts at 8 AM),
calendar parking (November 1 to April
-- although not stated, these are the de
during which cars must be removed fr¢
city streets for snow removagnd how
speedylimits arecenforced. Plat Ingolf
Vogeler,

Part Il. Cultures, Material Cultures, and Cultural Landscapes

Cultures are foremost about beiefnd ideas which are turned into
actions.Such adjectives as "social," "political," "econiorhiand even
"historical," suggest a link to human actiergndividuals and group.
Collective behaviors by cultural groups frequently result in material
expressions, ithe form of individual objectsuch as books, shoes)dtools
At another level, gltural values and prefences are expressed grand
spatial scalg Hilltops are removed to make space for houses; plants and
animals are selected and reproduced on farms; and cities ar&Mmuilt.

Figure 1-16. Two types of cattle guards: real and virtual. On the open
rangesinsthe Western/USs#nd Canadacattle are trained to avoid gettin
their hooves caught imetalbars. Cattle avoid crossing even painted
stripd Photacs. Ingolf Vogeler.

The term "spatial" or "landscape"” typically evokes something
physical and external to social contexts. Traditionally, space is a context
for society-- containers or surfacesrather than places created by groups.
Cultures encompass a broader range of topics than do cultural landscapes
because not all aspects of cultures are manifested in cultural landscapes.
Yet, threeaspects of cultures are interrelated:

1) eternal, abstractnd invisibleideas and idealsas cultural meanings
and messages,

2) temporary but concrete and dynamic human activitigsioran
behaviors and

manipulate livestockaniih ar nes s o t $lel6and M@ ( Fi g ur 8)permanent, concrete, and static physical fornmutinral landscapes

Through these another actions, we create cultural landscapes.

(Figure 118).



