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Chapter 1 -- Cultural Landscape Analysis  

revised 2 October 2007; edited by Sara 

 Cultural landscapes would seem to be so obvious. As soon as we 

step outside, we are surrounded by elements of cultural landscapes -- roads, 

sidewalks, houses, lawns, parks, signs, billboards, stores, shopping malls, 

graffiti, office parks, factories. Yet, mostly, we are only aware of a few 

places -- our home, work place, school, place of worship, shops, and the 

few landmarks that we need to navigate on the way to these places. Like 

friends and relatives, we take landscapes largely for granted. We need to 

learn to see the obvious and the not so obvious; indeed, to see the 

ñinvisibleò is often the most important aspect of understanding ourselves 

and others. Seeing is the start to understanding and appreciating each other 

as people and the places we create and inhabit. Yet, we need to go beyond 

the ñmereò looking and reading of cultural landscapes to consider the social 

processes which shaped them. Critical analysis is fundamental to landscape 

analysis. Ideas and behaviors, as they manifest themselves in material and 

spatial forms, are critical to this illustrated field guide of some of the most 

important cultural landscapes of North America. 

 Landscape analysis and appreciation are similar to music and art 

appreciation; they are holistic attempts to stretch minds and senses beyond 

the obvious. We need to see beyond our most "practical" needs, to admire 

things other than the big, the new, or the historically famous. Too often, 

"foreign" or "exotic" places (which are unknown to us) are simply ignored 

or consumed as another kind of commodity. Societal characteristics -- racial 

and ethnic categories, gender roles, and economic classes -- express 

themselves in the material world of cultural landscapes. Cultural 

landscapes express ideas and behaviors which have been committed to 

material reality.   Believing in ideas takes less effort than acting on them 

and it takes even more effort (time and resources) to create material objects 

to express ideas, and finally, the most work is needed to create cultural 

landscapes. As a result, reading cultural landscapes tells us the most 

important ideas and behaviors of large numbers of people who identify as 

one culture. Cultural landscapes are better evidence of the way the world is 

organized than reading books, listening to speeches, or watching peopleôs 

behavior. The visual and permanent nature of cultural landscapes allows for 

a fuller and more honest analysis of culture than the temporary phenomenon 

of speeches and behaviors. If you are not there to hear and see events, you 

can not know them. Written records provide permanent evidence about 

cultures but they express the views of either only individuals or institutions 

-- both of which often espouse the ideal more than reveal the real. For 

example, the U.S. Constitution does not mention slavery, yet slavery as 

an institution was a salient feature, in law and practice, and resulted in 

distinctive cultural landscapes which persist to this day. Furthermore, race 

continues to play a significant and distinctive role in the social fabric of 

the United States. 

 The United States is the focus of this book, while aspects of 

Canada and Mexico complement the themes developed for the USA. 

Collectively these three countries constitute North America where we 

explore the cultural landscapes in two critically different ways:  

1) critical as pivotal or significant cultural places on this continent, and  

2) critical as critiques of the dominant ideologies and institutions of 

control and conformity which result in tensions and contradictions 

between groups and places. We explore the various (conflicting and 

contradictory) meanings of individualism, democracy, and liberty as 

played out in North American cultures. Jazz, a quintessential U.S. art 

form, is a good metaphor for all three North American culture areas and 

the resulting landscapes: individual musicians collaborating with others to 

create unique music. Or as Philip Wagner says "Culture develops through 

dialog [or the absence of it] distributed spatially" (Wagner 1996). 

 What does the author bring to this project? He was trained as a 

cultural geographer at the University of Toronto and the University of 

Minnesota. As a German-born Canadian visiting his relatives frequently, 

he learned about the German school of Landschaft studies which he 

applied to his undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate research in 

North America. He has been reading, thinking, publishing, and teaching 

on the topics of this book over the last 40 years. His extensive travels and 

photography in Canada, USA, and Mexico are reflected in these pages. 

 To understand, appreciate, and even to enjoy the diverse cultural 

landscapes of North America, this book has five objectives: 

1) Define the concept of culture.  

2) Know the components of cultural landscapes.  

3) Document the interr elationships between human ideals, fantasies,    

behaviors, and human-created landscapes for religious, ethnic, and 

racial groups. 

4) Understand how social, political, and economic institution s are 

expressed in landscape forms.  

5) Identify the salient features of landscape forms of oppression, by race 

and sex.  

The first two objectives are developed in this chapter. Subsequent chapters 

will deal with the other objectives. 

 

http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/define.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/3meang.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/4terms.htm
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Part I. Culture Defined 
  Culture is mostly easily defined as "learned behavior." As people 

communicate and interact in space they create specific, purposeful, rule-

following, and rule-making principles which distinguish one group from 

another. Aspects of culture are always being created, negotiated, imposed, 

and resisted. Nevertheless, several critical elements differentiate cultural 

groups: language, religion, race and ethnicity, food, clothing, and politics. 

 

Language 

  Language is the systematic means of communicating ideas or 

feelings by the use of conventionalized sounds, gestures, and signs -- all of 

which have shared meanings in a specific community. Language is the most 

important definer of cultural groupsô identities and the territories they occupy 

and claim. Dominant language groups often take their common language, 

such as U.S. English, for granted; whereas smaller language groups, such as 

the Germans in the late nineteenth century and Hmong in the early twenty-

first century, are very aware of their language heritages.  

  Although greatly diminished from the past, except in Quebec and 

Mexico, native and European-origin peoples throughout North America 

continue to speak their respective languages. Germans and Scandinavians 

were major ethnic groups among the original European settlers who settled in 

the Upper Midwest. Today Germans represent 14 percent of the U.S. 

population and German speakers are still concentrated in the Midwest, as 

shown in Figure 1-1. 

 

 

Figure 1-1. 

German 
speakers, by 

counties, are 

concentrate

d in the 

Midwest. 

Source: 

Modern 

Language 

Association 

2005. 

 

 As in the past, the presence of specific language groups from 

abroad express political turmoil in their homeland. During the U.S. 

Vietnam War, the Hmong fought for the U.S. military forces, but after the 

U.S. lost this war, many of the Hmong from Vietnam, Laos, and 

Cambodia fled to refugee camps in Thailand. Since the 1980s, the U.S. 

government has allowed large numbers of these political refugees to 

immigrate to the USA. The Hmong settled mainly on the West Coast and 

in the Upper Midwest, where Hmong speakers are concentrated (Figure 

1-2). 

  The first and earliest people to arrive in an area named the places 

such as rivers, hills, and settlements that were important to them with their 

own languages and meanings. Hence, Indian place names, e.g., Illinois 

which in Algonquin means "tribe of superior men," occur throughout the 

Americas. When the earliest Europeans arrived, they replaced Indian place 

names and added their own language names for places, such as Eau Claire 

(French for ñclear waterò), New England, New Berlin, and El Paso 

(Spanish for ñpassageò). Subsequent later arrivals, whether European, 

Asian, or African immigrants, however, settled in already named places 

and did not have the power to re-name places as the earliest European 

immigrants did. Hence, the presence of these later language groups is 

absent on the landscape compared with those of the initial European 

immigrants who did label places. 

 

Figure 1-2. In 

the Midwest, 

Hmong 
speakers, by 

counties, are 

concentrated 

in three states. 

Source: 

Modern 

Language 

Association 

2005. 

 

 The dominance of one cultural group determines the use of a 

particular language in public institutions but current minority groups that 

earlier had a strong presence and power still retain their languages, often 
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in resistance to the dominant language. In Quebec, many of the dominant 

French speakers feel threatened by the use of the English language in the 

province. The provincial governments and separatists have attempted many 

times to purge Quebec of English language usage (Figure 1-3). Nationally, 

the French ancestry group represents 34 percent of Canadaôs total 

population versus 26 percent for the English ancestry group. 

 In another example, Spanish and Spanish-English business and 

church signs are characteristics of large concentrations of Hispanic/Latino 

communities, not only in the historic Hispanic regions of the Southwest but 

also in the ñnewò Latino communities in the rest of the United States --  be 

it in Cleveland, OH (Benedict and Kent 2004), or in Reno, NV (Berry 

2004). 

 Language, in its many forms, is expressed in the landscape 

through signs of all sorts (mailboxes, roads, streets, highways, commercial, 

and billboards), place names (along highways leading into settlements and 

on topographic maps), and murals. 

 

 

Figure 1-3. This stop sign in 

Montreal indicates the importance 

of language in group identity. Even 

with the French word ñArrêtò on 

top, Quebec separatists oppose the 

usage of English words on public 

signs. Language is often related to 

religion, as the Roman Catholic 

church in the background shows. 

Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

Religion  

 Religion has played a critical and peculiar role in the United States, 

much less so in Canada, and differently in Mexico with its historically 

homogenous Roman Catholicism. In the United States, the importance of 

religion is expressed in many ways. ñIn God we trustò is printed on U.S. 

money and Christian bibles are used in courthouses for swearing-in 

witnesses and provided in hotel rooms. The First Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution guarantees religious freedom: ñCongress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 

redress of grievances.ò European immigrants of varying religious 

denominations felt particularly drawn to a country in which religious 

freedom was explicitly and legally expressed. That no one religion could 

be established by governments, which was the norm in Europe, was 

critical in assuring the legal acceptance of religious diversities. No such 

guarantees were made in Canada or Mexico at the time of their 

independence.  

 Religion plays a far more important role in public life in the 

United States than in Canada. According to Gallup polls, 44 percent of 

the USA population believes in strict biblical creationism whereas only 

10 percent (or 30 million, which is more than the number of Roman 

Catholics and Baptists combined) say they hold a secular, scientific 

evolutionist view of the world. About 2,000 different religious 

denominations and cults are found in the United States, which support 

more than 200 Christian TV channels and 1,500 Christian radio stations. 

And, unlike other rich countries including Canada, the USA is three times 

more religious today than at the start of the republic, measured by church 

attendance! Yet, the U.S. Census does not collect data on religion, but 

private groups such as the well-known Glenmary Research Center (2005) 

do.  

 Figure 1-4 shows that Roman Catholics in the United States 

today are highly concentrated in the Northeast, Midwest, and Southwest. 

Catholics are also associated with specific ethnic groups: Italians, Poles, 

southern Germans, Cajuns, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, and Mexicans -- to 

name only a few of the largest Catholic groups. In Canada, French 

Canadians and Eastern Europeans are predominately Roman Catholics. 

And despite recent inroads by evangelical Protestants, Mexico remains 

overwhelming Roman Catholic. 
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Figure 1-4. U.S. Roman Catholic concentrations are associated with 

specific groups: Mexicans in the Borderlands, Cajuns in Louisiana, 

Cubans in South Florida, Indians on reservations in the Great Plains, 

Germans and Eastern Europeans in the Midwest, and Southern and 

Eastern Europeans in the Northeast.  Source: Jon Kilpinen 2005. 

  

 Religion is expressed in the landscape through houses of worship 

(meeting halls, churches, chapels, synagogues, mosques, and temples), 

burial grounds (denominational and public cemeteries), private and public 

shrines, signs, murals, and place names. Figure 1-5 illustrates the 

recognizable material form (architecture) of one particular religion even 

outside of its European origin. 

 

 

Figure 1-5. This Portuguese Roman Catholic church in Cochin, 

South India, is immediately recognizable as a Christian church. 

Aside from the main church, the walled component has a school 

(buildings on the left), shrines, chapel, cemetery, and housing for 

the priests. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

Race 

 Race is culturally defined by biological features, e.g., skin color, 

nose size and shape, hair color and characteristics, body size, etc., whereas 

its sub-category, ethnicity, is defined by such cultural traits as national 

origin, language, and religion of groups away from their homeland. For 

example, Germans in the U.S. are an ethnic group, but those living in 

Germany are not. They have a nationality, which is defined as a cultural 

group occupying and controlling a specific political territory or nation-

state (culture-country). Ultimately, both biological and ethnic 

characteristics are culturally defined by different groups and vary over 

time. Which human traits we deem important are culturally, not 

biologically, determined. No culture classifies people by the shape of their 

ear lobes. Why then is skin color any more meaningful?  

 Governments reflect societal racial groupings by whether or not and 

how they collect data on the topic. The U.S. Census Bureau collects self-

reported information for the racial categories of White, Black or African-

American, American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or 

other Pacific Islander, and other races. For the first time, the 2000 Census 

allowed individuals to select more than one racial category, resulting in 63 

possible combinations! The Census also has an Hispanic category which 
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is divided into the racial categories of White, Black, Indian, Asian, and by 

country of origin. 

 Racial minorities continue to be highly regionalized in the United States, 

reflecting historical and contemporary institutional practices and resulting in 

distinctive cultural landscapes. Figure 1-6 shows the concentration of Blacks, 

by counties, in the United States. Specific racial minorities are now codified 

by U.S. civil rights laws and affirmative action programs. In contrast, the 

Canadian government does not collect racial data; instead, it asks people for 

their country of birth. So people born in Jamaica, for example, could be 

White, Black or any combination of these racial groups.  

  

 

Figure 1-6. As a percentage of the total county population, Blacks 

predominate in the Southern USA where they were concentrated during 

slavery. Outside the South, they are mostly concentrated in the inner cities 

of metropolitan areas. 

 

 The U.S. Census also collects information on aspects of ethnicity in the 

form of ability to speak English, foreign language spoken, ancestry, and 

place of birth. Figure 1-7 shows the degree to which different language 

groups speak English well. The Bureauôs web site (U.S. Census Bureau 

2005) provides data and maps at various scales on these and other population 

characteristics.  

  

  

 Ethnicity and religion are often related, but not always. Some ethnic 

groups are associated with various religions. Historically and even today, 

Norwegians belong to varies denominations of Lutheranism (Figure 1-8); 

Germans are either Lutherans or Roman Catholics; Irish, Italians, Poles, 

and most other Eastern Europeans are Roman Catholics; Greeks and other 

Eastern Europeans are Orthodox Catholics. Jews think of themselves and 

are often classified by others as an ethnic group, even though they have 

many national origins or ethnicities. Technically, Jews are a religious 

group, but even secular Jews frequently view themselves as distinctive. 

Yet some religions have never been associated with particular ethnic 

groups such as the Shakers and Oneida historically, and the Mormons and 

Jehovah Witnesses today. 

 

 
Figure 1-7. The degree to which English is ñspoken wellò depends on an 

ethnic groupôs retention of its own language and the degree of its 

economic integration into the English-speaking society. Source: 

American FactFinder 2005. 
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Figure 1-8. ñWelcome to Westbyò in Norwegian. Various European 

groups re-discovered their ethnic identity after the Black and Latino 

1960s civil rights movements. In small towns and metropolitan 

neighborhoods, the ñsale of ethnicityò is a source of pride and tourist 

attraction. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

 Race and ethnicity are expressed in the landscape through 

advertisement signs, murals (Figure 1-9), place names, specialized 

buildings (civil rights and ethnic museums), and historic parks. 

 

 

Figure 1-9. The 

impersonal concrete 

ramps for the Coronado 

Bridge have been 

converted into Chicano 

Park in Logan Heights, 

San Diego, CA. The 

park now has over 40 

murals depicting 

Chicano themes such as 

farm workers, bilingual 

education, immigration, 

police brutality, the CIA 

overthrow of Allende, 

indigenous art history, 

and boycotts of Coors, 

Gallo, and lettuce 

growers. Photo: Ingolf 

Vogeler. 

 

Food 

 Food is very expressive of religion and race/ethnicity. Many 

religions have food taboos and/or symbolic forms and uses of food. For 

Christians, bread and wine are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ. Historically, Roman Catholics ate only fish (ñnot meatò) on 

Fridays. Although the Church has lifted this restriction, restaurants in the 

Midwest, at least, continue to offer fish specials on Fridays. 

 A simple food staple like bread reflects geographical immigrant 

origins. Yeast-based breads are associated with Europeans, whereas most 

other bread-eating peoples eat different forms of flatbreads. Each bread 

culture prefers different ingredients and forms. For example, Eastern 

Europeans prefer heavier crusty rye-based breads with poppy and 

caraway seeds (Figure 1-10); Southern Europeans prefer wheat-based 

breads and pastas. 

 

 
Figure 1-10. The ñheavyò rye and pumpernickel breads with poppy 

seeds in this Kensington Market bakery in Toronto reflect the bread 

cuisine of Northern and Eastern Europeans, commonly associated in 

Canada and the USA with Jewish delis. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

 Food preferences vary across the USA, regardless of ethnicity. 

On the Harvard Dialect Survey web site, respondents answered the 

question: What do you call the long sandwich that contains cold cuts, 

lettuce, and so on? Over 10, 000 respondents said sub (77.15%), hoagie 

(6.98%), hero (5.18%), grinder (2.87%), poor boy (1.77%), Italian 

sandwich (0.46%), baguette (0.25%), sarney (0.03%), bomber (0.01%), 
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no word for this (0.91%), and other terms (4.41%). Figure 1-11 and 1-12 

show the most regionalized of these terms: hoagie and grinder (Harvard 

Dialect Survey 2005). 

  

 
Figure 1-12 The label ñhoagieò is used mostly in the Mid-Atlantic 

region. Source: Harvard Dialect Survey 2005. 

 

 

 Who we are as a cultural group is profoundly expressed in our 

diets -- what we do and do not eat. Food avoidance or taboos are found 

among some conservative religious communities. Orthodox Jews and 

Muslims donôt eat pork; Hindus avoid beef. Indeed, Orthodox Jews, 

regardless of their multi-national origins, use kosher rules to maintain the 

strictest and most complicated food restrictions of any religion. Kosher 

meat products must come from animals that have split hooves and chew 

their cud (such as cattle). Animals such as pigs and rabbits are not kosher. 

Kosher birds cannot be those listed in the Torah as unclean, usually 

birds of prey, but chicken, turkeys, and ducks are kosher (Figure 1-13). 

Kosher fish must have both fins and scales (such as salmon or tuna). 

Shellfish, turtles, and swordfish are examples of non-kosher seafood. In 

addition, kosher food dishes may not include a mixture of dairy and meat 

and/or fowl products. Separate cooking utensils and dishware are used to 

prevent foods from symbolically touching each other even when they 

have been washed. And animals must be slaughtered in accordance with 

prescribed Jewish ritual, shehitch. Ashkenazi Jews generally soak and salt 

all meat, and Sephardic Jews omit this practice if meat is broiled. 

 

 
Figure 1-13. This poultry shop in Kensington Market, Toronto, sells 

eggs, live chickens, and butchered chickens. The Star of David on the 

window indicates that this shop follows kosher rules. Photo: Ingolf 

Vogeler. 

 

 Regardless of religion, the country of origin of immigrants 

(ethnicity) reflects food preferences: for example, to name only a few, 

raw fish (sushi) for Japanese; rye bread, poppy seeds, and smoked and 

pickled foods for Northern and Eastern Europeans; pasta, olives, and 

wines for Southern Europeans; corn-based foods, chilies, and plantains 

 

 
Figure 1-11. The term ñgrinderò is used essentially only in New England. 

Source: Harvard Dialect Survey 2005. 
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for Mexicans; and flat breads and humus (garbanzo beans) for West Asians. 

In northern cities, soul food is associated with Blacks who brought this 

cuisine from the Deep South where these foods are associated with their 

slave history. For both Blacks and Whites, Southern cooking is distinctive 

for its fried chicken, biscuits, grits, black-eye peas, black beans, collard and 

mustard greens, and okra, coleslaw, and sweetened ice tea (Shortridge 

2005). 

 Food is expressed in the landscape through store signs, food 

stores, restaurants, billboards, specialized farm buildings (dairy barns, 

feedlots, smoke houses, potato cellars, tobacco sheds), and agricultural 

land uses (crops grown such as wheat, sugar cane, tomatoes; and animals 

raised such as cattle, pigs, guinea pigs, horses, chickens, ducks, and fish). 

 

Clothing  

 Clothing continues to be an important cultural marker, not so much 

an expression of religion and ethnicity, but of generation, class, and rural-

urban differences. Certain young cultural groups express themselves through 

haircuts (ñMohawksò), hair color (bright orange, blue, and green), and body 

piercing, just as the hippies were distinguished from their middle class 

cohorts by bellbottoms, tie-dye T-shirts, long-hair for men, and bra-less 

women during the counterculture of the late 1960s and 1970s. Culturally 

conservative Christian groups dress plainly. Among the Old Order Amish 

and Mennonites throughout North America, men wear straw hats, beards (but 

no mustaches), and dark-colored jackets and pants; women wear long, plain 

dresses, head coverings, no make-up, and straight, long hair. As Orthodox 

Jews, Hasidic men typically wear dark suits, skullcaps, broad-brimmed black 

hats, and untrimmed beards. Married women wear wigs or kerchiefs to cover 

their hair. They also do not work or drive cars on the Sabbath (Saturday). 

 The clergy of almost all religions wear distinctive clothing, at least 

during services; monks and nuns can often be identified by their ñhabits.ò 

Clothing is also important for rites of religious passage, particularly for 

baptisms, marriages, and funerals (Figure 1-14). The common phrases of 

ñdressing for successò and ñgetting dressed-upò reflect the importance of 

clothing in defining the behavior of specific cultural groups at important 

events. 

 

 
Figure 1-14. Four distinctive types of clothing are represented at this 

wedding in Accra, Ghana: 1) the groom is a Christian minister; 2) the 

bride is wearing a Western Christian bridal dress; 3) the parents, on 

either side of the groom and bride, and other members of the family are 

dressed in African clothing; and 4) a few men are wearing Western-style 

shirts and pants. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

 Clothing is worn by individuals; hence, clothing is associated 

more with human behavior than with landscape features, although 

billboards, clothing stores, and particular agricultural land uses (cotton 

and flax for linen) are visible in the landscape. 

 

Politics  
 Politics are no longer associated with particular ethnic and 

religious groups in the United States and Canada, as was common in the 

past. In contrast to Europe, political parties and political discourse in USA 

and Canada have been particularly devoid of ethnic, religious, and even 

class divisions. The Mexican revolution had a strong religious (anti-cleric 

attitude towards the Roman Catholic Church) and class (pro-peasant) 

component. Today in the United States, conservative and born-again 

Christian churches are exerting their political power on issues such as 

abortion, stem-cell research, gay marriages, TV and movie content, 

welfare reform, the war on terrorism, and tax policies. Religion and 

ethnicity have never played important roles in defining political issues in 

Canada, except for the important case of Quebec. 
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 Politics are expressed in the landscape through political and 

highway signs (Figure 1-15), billboards, specialized buildings 

(courthouses, county seats, jails, state and federal buildings, military bases), 

and urban, agricultural, and natural  land uses (transportation routes, 

military bases; crops which receive federal crop subsidies, e.g., cotton, sugar  

cane and sugar beets, tobacco; and county, state, and national forests and 

parks). 

 

 

Part II. Cultures, Material Cultures, and Cultural Landscapes 
  Cultures are foremost about beliefs and ideas which are turned into 

actions. Such adjectives as "social," "political," "economic," and even 

"historical," suggest a link to human actions -- individuals and groups. 

Collective behaviors by cultural groups frequently result in material 

expressions, in the form of individual objects such as books, shoes, and tools. 

At another level, cultural values and preferences are expressed on grand 

spatial scales. Hilltops are removed to make space for houses; plants and 

animals are selected and reproduced on farms; and cities are built. We 

manipulate livestock and ñharnessò the wind (Figures 1-16 and 1-17). 

Through these and other actions, we create cultural landscapes. 

 

 

 
Figure 1-16. Two types of cattle guards: real and virtual. On the open 

range in the Western USA and Canada, cattle are trained to avoid getting 

their hooves caught in metal bars. Cattle avoid crossing even painted 

strips!  Photos: Ingolf Vogeler. 

 

  The term "spatial" or "landscape" typically evokes something 

physical and external to social contexts. Traditionally, space is a context 

for society -- containers or surfaces -- rather than places created by groups. 

Cultures encompass a broader range of topics than do cultural landscapes 

because not all aspects of cultures are manifested in cultural landscapes. 

Yet, three aspects of cultures are interrelated: 

1) eternal, abstract, and invisible ideas and ideals as cultural meanings 

and messages,  

2) temporary but concrete and dynamic human activities or human 

behaviors, and 

3) permanent, concrete, and static physical forms or cultural landscapes 

(Figure 1-18).  

 

 

Figure 1-15. The City of Altoona, 

Wisconsin, marks the entrance to the 

incorporated area and posts the traffic 

rules that apply within. The city defines 

territory, time (day starts at 8 AM), 

calendar parking (November 1 to April 1 

-- although not stated, these are the dates 

during which cars must be removed from 

city streets for snow removal), and how 

speed limits are enforced. Photos: Ingolf 

Vogeler. 

 


