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War-Time Hysteria and Racism

The Japanese Imperial Navy attacked Pearl Harbor on the Island of
O'ahu, Hawaijiwhich washen only aerritory of the United Statesn7
Decemberl941.0n 19 Februar}t942 President Roosevelt signed
Executive Order 9066 that authorized the U.S. government to forcibly
roundup 120,000 persons of Japanese andesBglifornia and parts of
Washington, Oregon, amfizonaand several hundrdthlians and German
Americansas well All of them wereplacedin 10 internment camps
(Krammer 1997 an&ox 1990. Executive Order No. 9066 statihat

Whereaghe successful prosecution of the war requires every
possible protetion against espionage and against sabotage, . . . |
hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War . . . to prescribe
military areas]italics added]n such places and of such extent as
he may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded,
ard with such respect to which, the right of any person to enter,
remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restrictions the
Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may
impose in his discretion. The Secretary of War is hereby
authorizedo provide for residents of any such area who are
excluded there from, such transportation, food, shelter, and other
accommodations as may be necessary . . . to adisbntipe

purpose of this order.

No racial or cultural ethnic group is mention in thidenm, yet everybody
knew it was only intended to round up Japanese Aaes.The 120,000
Japanese Americamgho were internedepresented more than the
population of thd=ive Civilized Indian Tribes who were forcibly moved

to the Oklahoma Indian Territoig the nineteenth century by the U.S.
governmentThe Canadian government similarly reacted to their Japanese
population.

Japanese Internment in Canada
When the Canadian government declared war on Japan in
December 1941, provincial and municipal governtaesalled for the
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removal of the fiJapanese menace, 0
Columbia (B.C.) with its large concentration of Japanese Canadians. Prior
to World War Il,about23,000 Japanese Canadiand\ikkei lived mostly

in British Colombiaprimarily in Vancouver; three quarters of them were
naturalized or nativdorn Canadianshe Nikkei overseas Japanese
personswere foresters, fishermen, miners, and merchants. Except for the
industrialists who profited from cheap Asilabor, much of tite British
Columbia regarded the Japanese Canadians with suspicion, rabid hostility
or overtracism(Sunahara 1981)

In early1942 the Ottawa government bowed to West Coast
pressure and began tfercedrelocation of Japanese nationals and
Canadian dizensof Japanese origitwhile this forced resettlement
mirrored the wartime policy of the U.S. government, in Canada male
evacuees were sent to rozamps in the B.C. interiosugar beet farms
Alberta and Manitobaora POW camp imorthernOntario,while women
and children were moved inland B.C.settlementsln the United States,
families were generally kept together. Living conditions were so poor in the
Canadiarcamps thapeople from Japasent supplemental food shipments
through the Red Cros®n average hie Canadian government spent only
onethird per capita on their interneasthe U.S. spetron its Japanese
American internees.

By October 1942the Canadian governmehtidmoved the
fie v a ¢ umere than 99 miles inlarnd eightinternmentcamps irthe
interior of British Columbiaat Kaslo, New Denver, Tashme, Roseberry,
Slocan City, Lemon Creek, Sandon, and Greenwbodike prisoners of
war who were protected by the Geneva Convention, Japanese Canadians
internees were forced to pay for ith@ternment and in 1943 the Canadian
ACust odi a seizedfandAliciiored sffcall their property and
possessions: autos, cameras, radios, andrfiigand 1,137 fishing vessels.

Although the Canadian deportation orders were contested, the
SupremeCourt of British Columbia dismissed the case on a technicality.
the end of the war in 1945, the Canadian government gave the internees
initially only two choices: return to Japan resettleeast of the Rocky
Mountains.About 4,000 of the internees veestripped of their Canadian
citizenship and after WWII, 6,000 were deported to Japan. The rights of
Japanese Canadians were gradually restored. In 1947, they could again
purchase property; in 1948, they could vote in federal elections; and in
1949, they wre allowed to vote in British Columbia again (Kobayashi
1987).

In 1988, 111 years after the first Japanese entered Canada and 46

part



Critical Cultural Landscapes Chapter 4V -- Racist Landscapedapanese Internment Camps 2

years after internment began, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney formally as well. Both laws singled out forgidporn Asians because they were

apologized to Japanese Canadians and authorized thepeayh$21,000 ineligible for citizenship, which stemmed from a narrow interpretation of
(Canjcu'jlan doIIarg) to each of the survivors of wartime dete_ntlon. Atotal of e naturalization statute. R924, the U.S. government prohibited

12 million Canadian dollars were paid ¢umniversity of Washington
Libraries 2006).As of 2001, September 22 each year is Nikkei Heritage
Day in Ontario, Canada

Japanese immigration and barred those that had entered from becoming
U.S. citizensThis ban was not lifted by Congress until 1952!

By the 1920s, the Japanese in California were concentrated in only
a few cities and specialized in several occupations: fishing and agriculture.
They cleared, drained, and irrigated interior countiesdlif@nia to
produce labointensive crops (Figure-W/-). Japanese communities were
easily identified and located because of their unique Japanese culture and
Asian biological features and their distinctive rural and urban locations and
occupations.

Recist views were widely heloh the United State@aniels 1977)
Even the U.S. Supreme Court argued that the internment camps were legal
and justified for military and security reasons; even though nobody was
accused of specific treasonous crimes and voted2 to legalize the
internment The U.S. Bureau of the Censalsohelped to intern the
Japanesémericans by providing names and addresses to the Secret
Service, known as secret police in enemy countResist attitudes were
also expressed by guandso called the internees "Japs.” In many of the
townsnear the interment centergeople were overtly racist: in Parker, AZ,
a barber shop sign read: "Jap, keep out, you Tae"Chief of Police of Los
.. 3 . Angeles where 33 percent of Japandsmericans lival at the time, said:
S ¥ > "You have racial characteristics that of being a Mongolian, which cannot be
. obliterated from these persons, regardless of how many generations are born

Figure 41V- Japanese Cnadian Internment Camp in the interior of British

. in the U.S."
Columbia.Phota Jack Long 1945 Despite government and popular claims that Japanese Americans
) ) repree nt ed a fithreat to national securit.y
Japanese Internment in the United States out of Amilitary necessity," only Jap

During the 1880s, U.S. companies wanted cheap labor so the U.S.  a\aii where the Japanese attack had occurred, were forcible put in
government allowed Asians, mainly Chieebut also Japanese, immigrate concentration camps. Unsupported allegatiof disloyalty were used to
and work in agriculture, railroad construction, and factories. But by 1907 intern them, 66 percent were U.S. citizeNiséi born in the United Statgs

the U.S.Oriental Exclusion Proclamation limited Japanese immigrabign; and 33 percent were Japanésen (sse), who were prevented from
1908, 135,000 Japanese had settled mainly in two states: Hawaii and becoming U.S. citizens by U.S. law until 1952.

California. In 1913, California passed the Alien Land Law which prohibited
the ownership of agricultural land by "aliens ineligible to citizenship." In
1920, a stronger Alien Land Act prohibited leasing land and sharecropping
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Japanese Farms in the 1920s
total acres: 459,356 [
total value of all crops: $67 million
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Figure 41V- . Japanese American farms in California during the 1920s.
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Source: IngolVogeler,based on various sources

The internment odapanesdmericanss best known; buGerman
Americansand Italian Americans as well agheir respective nationailsho
were often married to native or naturalized U.S. citizermsealso interned
in campgMuller 2001).Yet Japanese Americans were particularly singled
out for racial reasons. dhy private anghublic organizationsvithin the
United States held &#inJapanese sentimentdichin Californiawere
expressed by théoint Immigration Committee which consisted of the
1) American Legion, aveterangroup withfipatriotisn®  its pustification;

2) Califor nia State Federation of Labor alabororganization which
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wanted to eliminate Japanese competition for jobs, particularly in fishing;
3) California Grange, af ar mer s or gani zati on
competition from Japane$miit andvegetabldarmers and

4) Native Sons of theGolden West a White AngleSaxon Protestant
(WASP) xylophonicgroup

Assemble andRelocationCenters

The U.S. military decided it was necessary to find temporary
assembly centers" to
constructedWithin 28 days, the Wartime Civilian Control Administration
(WCCA) had collected the Japanese Americans liltassemblecenters
Nine were at fairgrounds, two were at horse racetracks (Santa Anita and
Tanforan, Californig two were at migrantvorkercamps (Marysville and
Sacramento, California), one was at a livestock exposition hall (Portland,
Oregon), one was at a mill site (Pinedale, California), and one was at an
abandoned Civilian Conservation Corps camp (Mayer, Arizdna).
addition, the "reception centers" under construction near Parker Dam in
Arizona (Poston) and in the Owens Valley of eastern California
(Manzanar), originally set up to expedite the voluntary evacuation, were
also employed as assembly centers. Both eater be designated
relocation centers as welnternees did not have time to store or sell their
household goods at a fair price. They suffered enormous personal and
economic damages and lossgtarting or26 May 942, some 500
evacuees a day weramsferred from the assembly centers to relocation

wh i

centers. Slowed by construction delays at the relocation centers and the lack

of supplies (DeWitt 1943), transfers dragged on over arfigath period
and were not completed un80 Octoberl942. Almost nanaterial
evidence of these assembly centers have survived, althoughhayew
historic markers, such &ise one at the Merced County Fairgroumdigch
houset,669 people in 11 barracks.

TheWar RelocationAuthority (WRA) wasresponsibldor the
relocaion centers, as they were officially calledut were theyreally
irel ocation centersodo or were they
Webster's Dictionary, fia concentr
political dissidents, members of minority ethniogp, etc. are confined."
Euphemism will not dpthey were indeedoncentration camps albeit not
like those of Nazi Germanyhe laer-to-be-found unconstitutional and
illegal proclamations and actionsthi governmers, businesses,
organizationsand cvil societywere clearly racist itheir intent and
consequence3hep e r ma n e n tn cénterd were blaak haoack
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camps mostlyn desolate areas of the West (National Park Service, § ¢
Manzanar 2006A). N $f 0
Although someofficials from the Office of Indian Affairs (OIA) &2 > Eé
ransome of theentersandmany campsverebuilt on Indian resrvation 2 25
lands, only tle PostonRelocation Centewas actuallyadministered by the
OIA (until late1943) rather thahy the WarRelocationAuthority (WRA). ’ ;
Where was these camjpeate® (Figure 41V -). The largest camp was = Ex P
Colorado Rive(Poston) with 17,814; the most wéhown camps = ; - € E2E Ny
ManzanarManzanar and Gila River are used here to illustrate the spatial £ =% - T
layout and resulting cultural lanckpes of the internment centers. ; 3 = ¥ = %-c:
o
Table 41V - . Japanese American RelocatiGenters, 1942945. Newell &
operated until 1946 and Manzanar from 1941. < -
g w3
Name Location Internees l:. =
Newell Tule Lake, CA 18,789 3 §
Manzanar Manzanar, CA 10,046 = _ g i 5
Poston Poston, AZ 17,814 * = IE - 3
Gila Gila Rivers, AZ 13,348 " AN 3 < &
Topaz Topaz, UT 8,130 Sk /5 3 g L
Minidoka Hunt, 1D 9,397 55l [t £5
Heart Mountain | Heart Mountain, WY 10,767 . % § %5, R 2%
Amache Granada, CO 7,318 5 4 §10 ¢ 3 Iy of
Rohwer Rohwer, AR 8,475 3 ! L. <4 == v3¢dS =
Jerome Denson, AR 8,497 7? s Pk £ e 8 F §5
Source: Information from the Original 19489RA report publisheth =1 7 E‘gﬁg‘ é E g ';t: 8
Spicer, Hansen, Luomala, and Opler 1969. Eﬂf %3 22223
= s qm0Ox
3

Figure 41V- . Five types of U.S. facilities related to the internment of
Japanese Americanis the 1940sSource:Burton, Farrell, Lord, and Lord
2006.

Manzanar Relocation Center
The ManzanaiRelocation Centerl80 miles northeast of
Bakersfield, CAwas locatedt the base of thBierra Nevadan the Owens


http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/control-camps.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/control-camps.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/j2.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/j10.htm
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Valley in eastern CaliforniaBy August 1942the 540-acrescenterhad
eight watchtowers and a fis@rand barbed wire fen@ound it (Figure 4
IV-). A military police compound with 13 buildingsas located beyond
the southeast quarter of the relocation center.

Figure 4IV- . Original plan for the Manzanar Relocation Center. Source:
Burton, Farrell, Lord, and Lord 200% This source provides a map for
each of the camps

In 1943Ansel Adamghaographically documentetthe people,
their daily lives,sports and leisure activities, aagriculturalactivitiesat
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ManzanarHis collection,Sufering under a Great InjusticAnsel Adams's
Photographs of Japanegemerican Internment at Manzanas now

housed in the Prints and Photographs Division at the Library of Congress
(20086).

Figure 41V- . TheManzanar Relocation Centgiewedfrom a guard tower
with theSierra Nevada ithe background Phota Adams2006
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d entrance uard houseManzanar. PhotoAdams
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While school children recitethe Pledge oAllegiance facing a
U.S. flag, sayingl pledge allegiance to my Flag andtte Republic for
which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice fqt #ie
U.S.flag flew overthe internmentamps which denied liberparticularly
to Japanese Americans but also to German and Italian Ameritdiuosit
legal causéFigure 41V -).

Figure 4IV- . Manzanar with Mount Williamson in the background. The
U.S. flag, which stands for justice to all, dominates injustice. Souar&e
2006.

The camps were layout in military fashion. From a world of
distinctive Japanese ¢ute andndividual choicesandconvenienceshe
internees found themselvisced into standardized settlements and
minimal residentialquartersThe camps were laid out in grids withd
i d we | blockhayding about 14 individual barrackBigure 41V -). Each
barrackhousedabout four families: three units of 20 by 24 feet and one unit
of 20 by 28 feefFigure 41V -). About 250 persons lived in one block and
ate in a common mess hahd used the same recreational Hadich block
had shared facilities such adléts for men and womeraundries, and
ironing shedsOther blocks had canteens, recreation facilities, churches,
schools, post office, stores, hospital, warehouses, anthisthation
buildings.
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Figure 41V- . Layout of the
Gila River Relocation
Center. Source: Original
1949WRA report published
as Spicer, Hansen,
Luomala, and Opler 1969.
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Figure 41V- . TheCatholicChurch at theManzanar Relocation Center
Photo: Adams 2006

Figure 41V- . A typical spatial arrangement of barks andacilities in

one residential block of relocationcamp. SourceOriginal 1949WRA Figure 41V- . The living quarters od Japanese American family a

report published aspicer, Hansen, Luomala, and OplE369. barrack Photo:Original 1949WRA report published &picer, Hansen,
Luomala, and Oplet969.



