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lll. U.S. and MexicanBorderlands

Latin Americanorigin and/or Spanish speakers are labeled
Hispanicsby the U.S. Censusdn ar e commonly t hough
group particularly in civil rights lawsnd affirmation action and
employment policies and practicés fact, the Hispanic category includes
all major fraciab categoriesrom White (Spanistorigin), Black (ex
slawes), Indian, and even Asian (Filipinos). In North America, Hisysarie
commonlya multiracial category of Indisand Europeas(mestizos in
Spanish) or Blacks and Whites (Puerto RicaH&panics do share a
Spanishorigin culture and language, evemthi gh t hey dondt
Spanish and thecultural forms vary significantly from one country to
another.The term Hispanic is only used in the United States and represents
a minority ethnic group outside of its homeland. In the Mexican homeland,
Hispanicis not used; instead the labels Mexicans or mestizos arelased.
this chaptermost of the focus will be on thg.S.side of the Mexican
border but the U.S. influense n Me xi cods border ci
also be considere@he Spanish and laterdlJ.S. treatment of Indians and
Mexicans, respectively, in the Borderlands was predicated on racial
categories of inferiorityand institutional responses to the local population
and their lands was and continues to be informed bylvased, or racist,
acions.

The2000 U.S. Censudassified 12.5 percent of the U.S.
population as Hisparscup fromninepercent in 1990, making them one of
the fastest growing demographic groups in the United States. Although
mostHispanics are Roman Catholics and speak dialects of Spanish, they are
otherwise a veryieterogeneous cultural and ragabup including some
large nationalities such as Mexicans (7.3 percent of the total U.S.
population in 2000), Puerto Ricafs2 percent), and Cubans (0.4 percent)
and a host of much smaller groups from other Central and South American
countries.

In 2004 the five states with the largest percentage of Hispanics
were New Mexico with 43 percent; Texas and California with 35querc
each; Arizona with 28 percent; and Nevada with 23 per&tatigtical
Abstract of the United Stat@906. At the county level, only 51 U.S.
counties had 50 percent or morisgphnics, another 153 counties had 25 to
50 percent Hispanics. In other words, only 204 out of 3,141 U.S. counties,
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or 15 percent, had a sizeable Hispanics populafigure 4l1l -1 shows the
high concentration of Hispanics along the Mexi¢&. borderThe top 25
U.S. counties ranked by the highest percentage of Hispanics were all in
Texas and three in New Mexic@nly seven counties in states outside the
U.S.Borderlands had largeumbes of Hispanicsusually in large
metropolitan areas such as New Y{@Queens, King, Bronx), Illinois
{Coak)pandh)Foridg (Dade, Brewagd) (gounty and City Data Book 2000).

Aside from ethnicity, or country of origin, people can be classified
by the language(s) they spe&panishspeakersin the United States are
also highy localized in northern metropolitan areas and regionally in the
U.S. Borderlands. Although Spanish speakers and Mexicans are almost
synomious in the Southwest, one area is different: Hispanos in northern
New Mexico and southern Colorado who speak Spdnslare not

aMexicans (rigugeidll -2).
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Figure 4111-1. Percentage of U.S. Censidentified Hispanicsn the
Southwesby county in 2000. Source: Ingolf Vogeler, based on U.S. Census
2000.

Historically, the Spanish Empire dominated the native peales
the southern areas of North America as the French Empire controlled the St.
Lawrence River basin, the British Empire controlled most of North
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America, and the Russian Empire reached along the Pacific Coast as far
south as todayds San Francisco.
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Figure 4-111 -2. Percentage of Spanish speakerthie Southwest by county
in 2000. Source: Ingolf Vogeler, based on U.S. Census.2000

As late as 1990, California, Arizona, and New Mexico had only one
county each with a majority of Mexicans and/or a predamtiy Spanish
speaking population. Texas by far had the largest number of counties with
majority Mexicans and/or Spanish speakers. Northern New Mexico had
four counties with a majority Spanish speakers but not of Mexican ancestry;
this being the region dilispanoland (Figure 4lII -3).

Figure 411 -3.
Language and
ethnicity along
the Border by
county in
1990. Source:
Ingolf Vogeler,
based on U.S.
Census 1990.
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TheU.S.Borderland is definedhereby the largest ancestof
Mexicans andHispanoland by the lagest ancestry of Hispanic/Spanish
each county in 200(Figure 4l1l-4). The pattern of these contemporary
regions results frorthe historical extent of Spanish settlements (i.e., forts,
missions, and Hispanic villages), Mexican territorial claims, arg&l U
annexation of northern Mexico, and the subsequent-trarder interactions
and migrations to U.S border areas. Hispanoland is often included in the
U.S. Borderland without differentiatingtl&p ani sh settl er s
northern New Mexic@and souther Colorado called Hispanos. Only
Hispanos identifywith thec e n s u sHispaaitd &dr pedéple from Latin
American countrieslispanic istoo Europeanthey prefetermslike
Latinos in general or morepecificterms likeChicanos/asfor Mexicansor
county-specific labels, such as Honduras Americdme traits of the U.S.
Borderlandswhich include both the U.S. Borderland and Hispanolead,
not be used to define the border regions in Mexico where people are
obviously Mexicans, Spanistpeakers, and evwhelmingly Roman
Catholics Neverthelesshie Mexican Borderland, neverthelesas
distinctive socieeconomic and landscape features from the rest of Mexico
- thesewe will discuss later in this chapter.

Despite the large number and wisleread distbution of Spanish
speakers in the United States today, 22 states have expressed their anti
Spanish and related afthmigrant attitudes by declaring that English is
their official languageCommunities have likewise expressed their
xenophobiaof foreigners The small town of Norcoss, Georgia (a wealthy
Atlanta suburb), passed a law penalizing linguistic "infringements.” Maria
Cobarrubias was fined $115 for her si§upermercado Jaliscavhich was
posted outside her supermarket. She had violated Norcrdssace
banning signs that are less than 75 percent English "as determined by local
authorities." The law has also been used against several Korean churches
and an Asian beauty shop (Eat the State! 20@&nother case, Arcade,
Wisconsin, the mayor ohts city of a Mexican population of three percent
proposed in August 2006 that the city pass an ordinance to require the U.S.
flag to be flown with any other flag, e.g. Mexican; all commercial signs be
in English, and landlords would be fined forrentingtfii | | egal s 0o
while the two largest employers of Mexicans, poultry processing and
furniture manufacturing, have assured the mayor that their workers are all
legal.

The Spanish Empire in North America created the distinctive region of
the Borderland and Hispanoland. The Spanish crown was particularly
aggressive and pervasive in its colonization of people and land. The state
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and the Roman Catholic Church joined forces in subjecting the Americas Spanish Continental Empire

for the Spanish monarchy and Christianity and in thegs® massively In Central and North Americ&pain transplanteits rigid and
transformed the native peoples and lands of North America, which legalistic political and religious structurasthe"New World." The Spanish
eventually created the U.S. Borderland and Hispanoland. Empirecontrolled large amounts of continudasdin which Indian

socketieswere profoundly transformed, economically, culturally, and

racially. Indians were organized to work the mines and plantattoats
U.S. and Mexican Borderlands profited the political, economic, and religiolsropearelitesin the new
lands and at hom@&@o achieve this hegemongxtensiveroad systermand
citieswere built, irrespectively gfre-existingindian trails and settfeents.
Donald Meining (1969) calls thet@nd-based empir®in the Americas
Continental Empirg Ports like Veracruz were connected by sea to Spain
and ly land to major cities like Mexico City, from which roads radiated out
to regional towns (Figure-4l -5).

and Hispanoland

Hispanos United States

Los Angeles . . Figure 4lI1-5.
Contintental Empire Tr?e
European I._andslt:aa[mI . Coninental
. major colonial city Empire of
Ciudad Juares Mexicans @ regional city Spain.Source:
San Antonio @ major port Ingolf Vogeler,
S based on
. administrative district .
Mexico ) Meining 1969.
w__— European-built road
land water
Figure 4-111 -4. TheU.S.and MexicarBorderlands andHispanoland. Indigenous Landscape
e indigenous settlement

Source: Ingolf Vogeler

Nativelanguagessocial structuregnd religionssuch ashe Aztecs
andMayansin Mexico, were destroyed, replaced, or at least transformed by
European languages, law, and Roman Catholidismge numbers of
European meoame without their families, if they had any, to work as
administrators, soldiersraftsmenand priestsWhites themselves were
divided intocriollo (those born in the New World) ameninsular(those
On the U.S. Side of the Border born in Spain)Regardlessf their station in life these European méad
legal or more commonlyllegitimate, sexual relations witindian women;
resulting in a large racially mixed populatjaalledmestize. Today only a
small percentage of Mexios popul ati on ongeight ns | ndi a
percentoMe xi cobds popul ati onnl89ABuktee | ndi an |
European Spanish & have persistedvidenced byhe lighter skin colors

Cultural Landscapes of theBorderlands

Along the United States of Mexico and the United States of
America international bordethree unique cultural landscape regions
have developed on either side of the international border and the border
itself.

The U.S. side of the international border with Mexico is a
strikingly different region from the rest of the United States reflecting
Spanish, Mexican, and U.S. policies actions. Each of the major forces and
institutions that created and shaped this regiendiscussed.
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of business and politicallitesin Mexico. The ContinentalEmpire created were built in todaydés U.S. Californi

single, hierarchical, muhiacial,and landbased societies throughout Latin in detail to show the latscape characteristics of missions in California.

Americaincluding what was to become the Souéistern United States
Spanish settlements in the Southwest date from the late sixteenth and

early seventeenth centuries. The earliest settlements were in Santa Fe,

which was founded in 160@Qver the next 200 years additional settlements

were establishedyy the early nineteenth century, major Spanish settlements

were found in thé&New Mexicq southern and southeast@rexas and along

the California coast. These Spanish aréaslcontact with the United

States, particularly with Missouri merchants in Siuls with the opening

of the Santa Fe Trail in 1822. While Anglos traded and engaged in land

speculation in New Mexico and later in California by following the

overland Old Spanish Trail, Texas received the most Anglo settlers. In

Texas, Spain and later Mieo used land grants to encourage both Hispanic

and Anglo settlements the biggest of the latter was the Austin ColoBy.

the 1830s, Texas contained 25,000 Anglos and 4,000 Spspesiking

Mexicans Only the areas around and south of San Antonio were

distinctively Mexican.

Figure 4l -6.
Spanish

territorial claims
by 1819. Source:
Ingolf Vogeler,
based on maps at
the University of
Texas, Map
Collection 2006.

United States

Mexico

With the treaty of 1819 the

Beginning in1493 SpaincolonizedNueva Espafi@New Spain United States acquired the Span-
consisting oforesentdayMexico and theSouthwestertnited States £h possession of Florida and the
. ) . ) panish territorial claims in the
Aggressive U.S. land claims resulted in 1849 treaty between Spain and Southwest were established.

the United States which established the border of Spanish claims in what is
now the SouthwegFigure 4111 -6). Spanish colonization on therthern

frontier consisted of fortpfesidiod, towns, and missions where they
introducedEuropearivestock fruits, vegetablesandindustries The

northward spread of Spanish colonization throughout the eighteenth century
created by 1850 a distinctive cultural landscape of Hispanic settlement
forms (Figure 4l -7). Spanish settlements, particularly the missions in

each dthe Border States, and the Spanish settlers (Hispanos) in New
Mexico are examined in detail to illustrate the unique features of the

cultural landscapes in the U.S. Borderlands from this historical period.

Spanish Missions in California

Roman Catholis religious orders, e.glesuits, Franciscansnd
Dominicansgestablished missions throughout what today is the west coast
of Mexico andCalifornia In these communal Christian communities,
Indians were concentrated in villages where they were to béwated
into Spanish culture by way of religion, agriculture, and crafts. Aile
missions were built in Baja California, Mexico today,and21 missions

a .
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Hispanic Settlements in1850

Population
69,500 Mew Mexico & presidio
18,550 Texas A mission
11,700 California ® town

1300 Arizona

'
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1700 1508 0’_\ *frrg* Figure 4111-8. TheSanta Barbara Missioshurch Photo: Ingolf Vogeler
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A As a restored and fdAwor Ki

1716 today,Las Purisima Concepcionillustratesthe

distinctive functions, appearandand uses, and
spatial layout omissions. This missiowas

partially restored to its 1812 (after an earthquake)
appearancby the Civil Conservation Corp

(CCCQC) in the 193QsThe restored buildings,
replanted gardens, restocked livestock, and
replanted flds are nowpart ofthe Las Purisima
Mission State Historic Park of Californ{&igure
4-111-9).

Figure 41l11-7. Hispanic setdments and state populatiomd 8 50 i n t
Southwestern United States. Source: Ingtfjelerbased orvarious

sources, such as Mission California 2006, Ancient Arizona 2006, American §
Catholic 2006, andVikipedia 2006.

Santa Barbara Mission founded in 1786 as the tenth missadn
the 21 Franciscan missions in Califorrisagonsidered "the queen" of
themissions in the state aiiglthe most visited. Early in th@neteenth
century the mission had more than 1,700 Indian neophytes living in a
village of 250 adobe houses. The Sdaabara Indians made the mission
self-sustainingThey had worships fameaving, candle makingyood
work, leather, blacksmiths, potteand painting religious icon$hey
produced grainsregetables, fruits, wool, and me8bme foods were
introduced fom Spain: wheat and barley; others from Mexico: corn, chilies,
and beans. Wild plants and herbs, game, and fish were also part of their
diet. At one time 150 neophytes were armed and drilled to reinforce the
Spanish presidio guard. After secularizatiprMexico, themission became
a parish churclFigure 4111 -8).
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Figure 4-|II‘-9; The front and back ends of the major restored buildings at
theLa Purisima Mssion Photos: Ingolf Vogeler.

The topographic mapr(the bottomright-hand corner oFigure 4
[11-10) showsthe restored mission buildings (long black rectangles) on the
westside of the valley with a stream. The visitor center is on the eastside.
Cortrary to the layout ofmostmissions, the La Purisima is not an enclosed
rectangle but rather a nearly esieed, linear arrangement of buildingsl
references to building numbers refetFigure 4111-10.
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La Purisima Mission,
Lompoc, CA
1 warehousa
14 2 soap and tallow vats
3 church, bell tower, cematery
4 soldiers"quartars and jail
5 shops, olive mill, weavery
6 pottery shop
7 grist mill &kitchen
8 priest residence and chapel
‘ %5 9 blacksmith and dwelling

10 Indian cemetery

orchards 11 irfirmary
12 Indian girls’ dormitory
13 Indian bamacks

14 spring and filter house
15 tanning vats
18 16 water aqueduct
13 17 gardens
18 Tule Indian village

. 17 19 laundry
7
8 [ yards
6 . I buildings
12 [ ] gardens

Figure 4111-10. The restored buildings andrd use at the Las Purisima
Mission. Source: Ingolf Vogeler ahdmpocQuad, 1:24,000


http://www.lapurisimamission.org/
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The largechurch with its bell tower (#3) andEuropean cemetery
anchored the missidifrigure 4111-11).

Figure 4111-11. The church bell towe#3) and the walled aaeteryfor
EuropeansPhoto: Ingolf Vogeler.

Quarters fosoldiers (#4) were followed by thevorkshops (#5) that

produced the needs of the mission andfasidesales. The highest ranking
officer at the mission got his orders from fhresidioin Santa BrbaraThe
blacksmith and his family had a separate buildings (#9), removed from the
rest of the mission buildings because of the noise and danger from fire
(Figure 4111-12). Because iron was imported, the blacksmith repaired and
reworkedevery iron impément.Thewarehouseg#11) were near thel
CaminoReal Ki ngbés Ahi ghwayo).
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Figure 4111-12. The Blacksmith forge and resider(#®). Photo: Ingolf
Vogeler.

Thepottery shopin this mission produced 40,000 flat floor tiles,
200,000 roof tiles, and twailes of clay pipesor irrigation. Water was
taken from thespring house(#14)to irrigatethe fields, orchards, and the
fountain in the gardeigure 4l11-13). The topographic map shows the

spring house in the upper righnd corner as an outlined sgel( ).

Figure 4111-13. The spring hous@t14), irrigation ditch, and spring wheat
field on the left Photo: Ingolf Vogeler

Each mission had at least two priests, one for spiritual matters and
the other for administrative affairfheresidencefor the two priests
which had 139 books on topics ranging from spiritual to agricultaral,
the private chapel (#8) over lookedhe garderof trees and shrubs fémits



