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Religion is one of the mosieepseated characteristics of hurida,
personally and institutionally; thuseligion leavedistinctiveimprintson
the cultural landscapes of North America. The immigration laws of Canada
andUnited Statesin particularhave embracediversity of religion asa
hallmark ofhuman rightsThe United Statesmakes the most explicit
guarantee of religious freedoifhe First Amendment to the U.S.
Const it utCongress shdll make o laW respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise theogof
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble daio petition the government for a redress of
gr i e v &Alhoughsreligious freedom is practicen morthern European
countriestoday, the Lutheran Church #ill the only officialy recognized
religion, in Germany and Sweden for examgg, which thegovernment
collects church taxes. Freedom to practice religion as a legal right is a
relatively new idea and rarely codified in law. Only in 1948 did the United
Nations declare religious freedom to be a universal human right.

Despite the lack of a consttion protecting religious freedom in
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Canada, the federal government has generally beene tolerant of

religious groups than the USA, certainly in the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Most Hutterites fled the USA when the U. S.
government requéd them to fjht in World War I. Other political pacifists
have found a home in Canada, such a®ithieaborsin British Columbia

who periodically burn all their possessions: clothing, houses, and barns.
Even when religious beliefs are in conflict, the govment shows great
tolerance, as was the case with the first Sikh Royal Canadian Mounted
Police officerwhowas permitted to wear a turban instead of the regulation
hat.

Historically (from 1917 to 1991Mexico's Constitution discriminated
against the Bman Catholic Churchs an institution, dunot against
individual Catholicsbecausehe Church not onldid not support the
Revolution of 191but also wasssociated with the oppressioithe
peasants bihe landed elitesThe 1917 Constitution prohiieid religious
instruction in schoolsAfticle 3), prohibited religious instruction outside of
churches Article 24), withheld legal recognition from churches, denied
clergy members political rightand regulated religious political activity
(Article 130. But by 1988 the Constitution of the Mexibad been
changedfiEvery person is free to profess the religibetiefs that please
him/her and to practice thiespective ceremoniesgebtions or worship acts
in temples occhurchegArticle 24) .In01992, theMexican government
evenre-establishedliplomatic relations with the Holy See (the Vatican in
Rome) Despite the antiand preCatholic events throughout Mexigcs
history, Mexicans remaiaverwhelmindy practicing Roman Cathokand
their cultural landsapes reflectthisin the form of churches, from modest to
grand, pilgrimage sites, and religious celebrations throughout the year.

Religious freedom is the a i s o nof Ghifadatandahe United States
today, expressed in their laws and the practicefiefrhany religious groups
which charactézed these two settler colonies, in conttasthe
homogeneous Spanish land empire in Mexico. Religious landscapes are
critical in two ways: how specific religious groups interact with each other
and how governmengenforce tolerance qracticediscriminaton and
persecution

In the USA, Christians represent 85 percent of the population of which
Roman Catholics are 21 percent; in Canada, Christians account for 80
percent of all people of which 42 percent are Ro@atholics; in Mexico,
Christians represent 96 percent of the population of which 94 percent are
Roman Catholics (University of Virginia Library, Religious Freedom,
2005).
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Religious group tolerance of othersReligious freedom means
freedom toworship anl practice religiorwithout restricting the freedom of
other groups. Placing specific religious icons, for example, on personal and
institutional private properties is in keeping with such a concept of religious
freedom. But placing specific religious icossich as crosses on mountain
tops and tablets of tHBen Commandnens on public grounds (city, county,
and national parks) and in public buildings (city halls, courthouses, and
schools) imot in keeping with religious freedom. For religious freedom to
have any real meaningeoplemust at least tolerate, and ideally, appreciate,
other religious views, behaviors, and landscapekerance is about
acceptingdifferences; domination is about persecutiorand
simplification. Ironically, thehistoricalintolerance towarddRoman
Catholics by many Protestant groupghe United Statelsas reemergedn
new forms Since the 1970%ar Right Evangelical grougsave tried to
impose their religious views about life and death on othaegarding
abortion, family phnning, divorce, teenage pregnanewedical research,
andeuthanasiaNoah Feldmarf2005)argueghatthe debate today is
bet ween two groups: Al egal
government Godless, and fivalomiss
relevant to political life. Initially, nobody objected to public schools
teaching the Bible, but when the Irish immigrants wanted to use their
Catholic version, Republicans came up with a series of provisions to ban
public money f roopm shhe | nphsrssodian segmpedk, fip
groups who sekfreedom for themselvasftendestroy this freedom for
others once thelgave powekr- becoming the very persecutdrem whom
they escaped in the paBeligiousgroups musexercisei pr i nci pl ed
tolerane - practidng their religious beliefs while allowing others to do
as well.

Governmert (in)tolerance of religious groups Religious freedom is
always defined within circumscribed cultural conte@svernmentplay
critical roles in creating the lavesd practices as they relate to religious
groups. Governments normally impose dominant views of religious
acceptancé whether during the Reformation in Europenareteenth
century USAThe persecution of Anabaptidig the LutheanChurch
which itself had fought battles with the Roman Catholic Church, resulted in
groups like the Amish and Hutites seeking religious freedoimthe USA
and Canadaome religious practicesfull-body and adult baptismsare
tolerated. Howeveuring times of war, ggernments usually will not
acceptotherreligious practices, sudspassivisnto refuseservice in the
military. Governmats also systematically violatther religious practices
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when they pertain to such practicegpayygamyandrefusehealth care
servicesfor minors(blood transfusions, e.gln this chaptertwo very
different religious groups, Mormons and Roman Catholics, are examined
for theirimprints on the cultural landscapes of North America

Part I. Utopian Religious Groupsin the United States
The Church of JesusChrist of Latter -day Saints or Mormon
Church is the most successfaf themanyU. S.separatisteligiousand
utopian communities from the nineteenth centungasured by endurance,
number of members, and wealburing the early nineteenth century,
Western New York was a hot bed of many religious pelg@msaand their
followers (Cross 195Q)Although Joseph Smith was a minor figure among
the evangelistigroupsin this BurnedOver Regionheconvinced his
family members and others to join him in creating a new religimn,
Churchof JesusChristof Latter-daySaintsi eventhoughl o s e p h 6 s
was a Methodist, and his mother and elder brother were Presbyterians.
Joseph Smith, despite his religious visions, aagminently practical

secul ar imart.He coinbiveth appealsatmreason ane-isedfrestvandtexpectathek e
e v daynger to padicipate in e pwidstbood ohtlseiclautch. This democealici g i

conception paralleled the controversies over clerical influence in most of the
sects oWestern New York. And while other evangelists emphasized
salvationthroughpersonal sufferinggmi t hés i deas about
heavenly society were based on physical comfort ariilgabundance
(Cross1950). The Churchof JesusChrist of Latterday Saints orthe LDS
Church for short, was officially established in 1830. The term Mormon is
more @mmonly used by outsiders.

' The first of many sacred places for the Saints
as Mormonslsocall themselveds Palmyra,
New York, where the Smith family lived and
where in 1827 thé&ngel Moroni gave Joseph
Smith golden tablets which he translated from
Reform Egyptian into the Book of Mormon,
anothertestament of Jesus ChriBburteen
centuries eaigr the Angel Moronihad written
down the history of thélew Worldwarsbetween
the Nephites (who lost) and the Lamanites (the
Indians of North America today) who slaughtered
230,000 Nephitesviormons believe that this
gigantic battle took place diill Cumorah near
Palmyra A U.S. flag and a large statute of the Anydroni (Photo: Ingolf

father

ear
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Vogeler) stand on top of thgdacialdrumlin. Since 1937, foreven nights Mormons mustadhergMormons 2005)The distinctive views and

in July, more than 100,000 Saints and a few curious assemble on the slope practices of Mormons led to religious and political confrontations with their
below this statute for "The Cumorah Pageant: America's Witness for neighbors and resulted in a series of moves éastern New York to
Christ." For twohours, the audience is shown a dramag@nactment ohie Ohio, Missourilllinois, and finally, for most of the Mormons, the Great
Book of Mormon.An enormous 10evel stage, twelvower lighting,state Basin in what would become the state of Utaigure 31-1).

of-the-art sound systepand a costumed cast of over 650 volunteers Only a fewof these distinctive aspects of Mormonism resulted in
perform It claims to be the world's grestoutdoor tleatrical productions special cultural landscapesThe Kirtland Temple in Ohio and the master
with upwards of 100,000 visitors per year plan andTemple at Nauvoo, lllinois were the earliest cultural landscape

markers of the Mormon Churclioseph Smith and others designed the
Kirtland Temple andiayout of Nauvog which was based on Smith's
concept 6the City of Zion with gridiron streets and houses with adjoining
-~ . Historic Mormon Sites gardens. The highest hill was reserved for the temple which visually
' ‘k expressed Nauvoods r el i ¢g8B9%wuntikl84®&nd soci a

Nauvoo grew to over 2,500 homes and aboudd@ people. Streets were
surveyed three rods wide within city boundaries. Gardens on city lots
producedvegetables, herbs, fruits, and berries. But in 1844 Joseph Smith
and his brother were assassinated and the Mormon Temple was [Byned.
1846, the largegroup of Mormons{0,000 o040 percent), led by
Brigham Young, migrated to the Great Basin in the Mexican territéager
to become the Utah Territony 1850 with Young beingppointed
governor. The Saints wanted to nhame the territory Deseret, meaning
honeybee, from the Book of MormaHere, Mormons hoped to insulate
themselves from further harassment, antagonism, and persecution and
establish their utopian religious kingdoEarlier and in the Midwest,
Mormons had created temples and even a city, Nguwat only when they
arrived in Utahdid they creatextensive regional cultural landscape

Smith's wife and children and their followers remained in Nauvoo, IL,
where they formed thReorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

Figure 31-1. Major historic Mormon sitesare spread cross the United Saints-- notethe dfferent spelling It is now called th&€ommunity of
States, as Mormons voluntarily and forcibly moved from Upstate New Christ with 250,000 followers and is headquarterethitependence,
York to the Utah Territory Missouri (Figure 3I-1). For outsiders, Mormons are synonymous with the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattday Saints (LDSandmostareunaware of
Compara with other Christiansiiormons hathaverather unusual other Mormon sects, such as tiemmunity of Chrisand polygamist
beliefsand practicesamong thentherestoration of Christianitybaptismof groups likethe True and Living Church of Jesus Christ of Saints of the
the deadeternal familiesmandatory tithing (10 percent gfoss personal Last Daysin the Western United States
incomes), the Book of Mormon, living pophets, all males are priestsp- Polygamy, or plural marriage as the LDS Church called it, has always
year missionary workand in the past, polygamyhey also drink no been the most distinctive feature of Mormons, especially as perceived by

al cohol and fAhot dpnortlothepukestobdcan productse a routsiderglaseph Smith, the founder of the Mormon Church, married at
The revelations of Joseph Smith and of other Mormon leaders are contained least 3 women, and probably 48he was very secretive about his practice
in The Doctrine and Covenantsthe unique set of principles to which in the beginning. The youngest of his wives was just 14 years old when
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Smith explained to her that God had comuhed that she marry him or face and economisocietythat allowed polygamy to flourish. It was the
eternal damnation. When Smith was murdenedauvoo, IL, most (95 centerpiece of Mormon society, around which everything-elsarriage
percent) of the Mormons did not know that their prophet had married more  law, economic interactigrsocial hierarchy, inhéance and local politics-
than onewife and that he believgdural marriage to be one of the most was built. The U. S. governmetfielt threateed bypolygamy. Despit¢he

crucial keys to gaining entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. His revelation of ~ unconditional constitutional freedom of religion, U. S. government used
plural mariage was only communicated many years after he had received polygamy to keep Utah out of the Union (until 1896) and to destroy

instruction from God. In his lifetime, Smith received 135 revelations that Mormon politial power. In seeking to end the practice of and support for
were canonized in The Doctrine and Covenants. In Section 132 of The polygamy, the federal government wanted to remove a defining element of
Doctrine and Covenants, Smith revealed his 1843atwa about plural Mormon religion and bring Mormons into the mainstream and under its
marriage Brigham Young, on the other hand, had only one revelation: how  control. The U.S. Supreme Court, Congress, and popplaion approved
to organize the wagon train for their migration to Utah. of such discriminatory tactics as harsh criminal prosecutions,
Within the Church,he antipolygamists and polygamists were disenfranchisement, and disincorporation of the LDS Ch(ifckiasmenos
split over the successdrigham Young, whorepresented the polygamists, 2009.1 n response to the federal gover nme
convinced a large number of the Mormons to move to Utah. Brigham Church was faced with two optiors} maintain polygamy and have the
Young had at least 20 wives, perhaps as many as 57 wives, and he sired an Church exterminated and its properties seized, or 2) eliminate polygamy
estimated 57 children. and survive. Conveniently, in 1890 the fourth president of the Church had a
Anti-Mormon writers viewed polygamy as one of the greatest revelation that polygamy should be suspendddn o wn as t he AGr eal
sodal ills affecting the U.S. in the nineteenth century, as significant as Accommodation."Despite their public statements to the contrary, for the
slavery. Although the Utah Territory met the requirement for statehood next two decades Mormons were advised by their leaders to continue their
within a few years after initial settlement, Congress used the "polygamy practice of plural marriages. Top leaders secretly performed numerous
guestin” to deny statehood until 189By then the Mormon Church had polygamist marriages
officially rescinded polygamy. Utah gave women the vote in 1870, but it An estimated 30,00®t100,000 Mormon polygamists still live in
was taken away from them by the federal Edmthaisker Act of 1882. Western Canada, U.S. West, and Mexico (Krakauer 2003). Although the
This Act allowed the federal government to prosecute Mormons not only LDS Church has regged plural marriages, antique, fundamentalist, or
for engaging irpolygamy but also for "unlawful€ohabitationln addition, original Mormons, as they call themselves, live in and arddadntiful,
the Act stated that the "right to vote, hold office and sit on juries in the British Columbia, Manti andHildale in Utah and inColorado City, on
Territory of Utah be confined to those who neither practice nor uphold the ArizonaUtah line, wherel 0,000 people are almost exclusively
polygamy." The federal government actively prosted polygamists members of Mormon polygamist communities. The largetgamist
throughout the 1880s. According to Shipps (2000), "So many Mormon men community isthe Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ ofLatter
were brought to trial and imprisoned that Mormon culture almost Saints(FLDS), which owns most of the land in the town. They continue to
collapsed.'Federal lawyers initiated a series of legal actions which were believe that Section 132 of The Doctrine and Covenants requires the
mear to bankrupt the Mormoghurch. With a favorable 19 May 1890 practice of plural marriages to enter the Kingdom of Hea@etorado City
Supreme Court ruling concerning the Act, the federal government could has no hotel, bar, or café, ordypost office and a small stofehe clothing
seize church property legally! Many Mormon leaders left their wives and of members is different from nemembers. Men wear lorgjeeve shirts
families to fend for themselves and hid out in the moustairfled to and women wear long dresses. Because of legal disputes, FLDS houses are
Mexico or CanadaMorin and Guelke 1998). di stinguished by high fences and fiNo T
For peoplén nineteentkcentury United States, Mormons and DespitetheM o r momudéhmalignedbelief and practice of
polygamists were essentially synonymous. For Mormons, polygamy was polygamy, other aspects of their social beliefs and practices were not

never a majority practice, but a matter of religious faith. Mormon settlers in  attacked by the media and the federal government. Brigham Young
Utah, who ived in isolated autonomy, were able to construct a legal, social, institutionalized racism within the LDS. Under his leadership, Utahrec
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a slave territory and supported the Confederacy during the Civil War.
Blacks were banned from the priesthood and irderal marriages were
prohibited. Only in 1978 did the President of the Church have a revelation
that the LDS was open to all races!

The LDS provides a good example of a religious group which
transformed itselfrom a midnineteentkcenturyprogressiveutopian
religious group to a contemporary mainstreznservativeestablishment
church. The early Mormon Church believedinand ereigeud A p |l ur al
ma r r inanged their own money, and made their own laval of
which are forbidden by the LDSh@Qirch today.

The specific beliefs and practices of religious groujs this case,
polygamy and racism within the LDS Churetraise thehorny issue of the
limits of religious fredom. What kinds and homany religious freedoms
for that matteny kind of freedoms, shodla society allow and tolerate?
The LDS Church provides a critical case study of the actual versus the
espoused valuesid meanings of U.S. legal and social history. Such
discussions and debates must beyoimg in pluralistic and democratic
societies.

Mormon Landscapesin Utah

As a nineteentltentury utopian religious group, the Mormons
created their initial distinctiveultural landscape in Nauvoo, lllinois. But
only when they settled in the Salt Lake Valley could they create their
idealized religious place on earth. Here they created the most extensive and
longestlived cultural landscape$ull of religious meanings ahpractical
needs. Despite their quest for a safe religious homeland, many of the
distinctive Mormon landscape features were the results of practical
considerations itheir new environmentdack of water for homes and
fields, spatial isolation, and naslicatatrophes of weather and pests.
Although Mormon families, practicing single or plural marriages, lived in
their own farmsteads in villages, they worked cooperatively when needed to
bring in the harvest or help their neighbors.

Although the U.S. Cens dos not collect data on religiothe
Glenmary Research Cen{@005)does Figure 31-2 shows that the initial
concentration of Mormon settleirs Utahstill persiss. But since World
War 11, a significant number afonMormons have settled in the ¢gast
urbanareasof Utah, such as Salt Lake County, where the percentage of
Mormons is now lower than in the past and in the surrounding counties,
north and soth of Salt Lake CityKigure 31-3).

Approximately 73 percent of the people in Utah are membgthe
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Church of Jesus Christ of Lattday Saints. Salt Lake City is less than 40
percent Mormonln 1996, the eight Intermountain States contained less
than 6 percent of the nation's total population, but included 52 percent of
U.S. MormonsWeekly chuch attendance for Mormons in the
Intermountain West is much higher (70 percent) than for Mormons
elsewhere in the natidn40 percent, similar to other conservative churches.

Figure 3-1-2. The Church of

Jesus Christ of atter-day

Saintsis still concetrated in

and around Utah (in 2000), its

| original nineteentkcentury

core, despite it now being a

world-wide religion with

1 about 11 million membergas

"1 of 2004).Source: Jon Kilpinen

— (2005), ValparaisdJniversity,

/| drew this map based on data
(3 from the Glenrary Research

_| Center (2005).
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Salt Lake City, Utah: Center of the LDS Church

In the past and today, the LDS Church dominates Salt Lake-City
economically, politically, and certainly visuaHlyillustrated particularly
well by Temple Square(Figure 31-4). Thespatiallayout ofSalt Lake City
was similar to the master plan for Nauv&ortly after Brigham Young
arrived, the Saints began to lay @alt Lake City, using a pattern that they
would follow in subsequent settlemengsten-acre block just west of
Brigham's house was designated the Temple Block (Temple Squbsze
the Saing first held religious serviceand built the tabernacle and various
public buildings. Construction of the Salt Lakeriiple was begun in 1853.
Commencing at the southeast corner of Temple Sdoareently South
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Temple and Main Streethe base line and principal meridian for all
surveys in most of Utah, the pioneers marked out the cigniacre city
blocks, which inturn were subdivided intone-and-a-quarter-acre town
lots. Each &imily was allotted one of these lots where livestaelke kept
and gardentended ReflectingNew England and Europeaettlement
models Mormons lived in compact villages, where they bhdtises, barns
andsheds for domestic animals, and planted vegetable, fruit, and flower
gardens. They dug ditches to direct mountain stredomgstreets for

Percent of Members
of the Church of
Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints

Saft Lake

fasatch Duchesne

Uirtah

Carhon

San Juan

Washington

Figure 3-1-3. The map of Mormons in Utah counties shows considerablt
variation. The highest percentages of Mormons currently are found nor
and south of the historic core of Salt Lake County, where Salt Lake Cit
located. Source: Ingolf Vogeler, based on data from Otterstrom and
Sanders 2003.
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irrigation and household usbt@ah History To Go 2005 The width of
streets was determined by gnam Young who wanted a team of oxen to
turn around on a street without backing them up; hefocsy,-four -yard
wide streets

Under Brigham Young's directionpoperative teamsavere
assigned to dig ditches and canals to irrigate crops and to furnishtevater
homes. Other brigades fenced residential areas, built roads, cut timber, and
set up shops. Other groups selected new locations for settlements and
helped place people in the best areas. Still others seetten missions to
proselytize in the United 8tes, Europeor the PacifidArrington 2005).

In 1870 more than 90 percent of Salt Lake's 12,000 residents were
Mormons. Whether Mormons converts came from the Midwest or from
Western Europe (England or Denmark), they came to the Great Basin not as
individualists committed to the capitalistic ethos but as communally
oriented Latteiday Saints ready to build Zion.

Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah
a2
[=1
=
1 Convention
i Center
= I North Temple
W Visitor Center Relief DS m
Museum m ISGcietg.r Church | .
E Building  Head- |
iTahermcle 1-2 ; N quarters i
Tem o osep
Family History 52 =|  smith &
Genealogy =xsembly Memorial pechive
Library M | Hall ot Conterm | MBuiding  House B
South Temple
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Figure 3-1-5. Thesign for Welfare

! Square, Salt Lake City, Utalndicates

Welfare Square § the variety of services providehd

Cannery : Bi shops 6 pmvidedrez foodu s

.- household suppligsand clothing for
needy MormongPhoto: Ingolf Vogeler.

Employment
Servicg;

Bakery

: Deseret Industries
Bishops' Storehouse

Deseret Dai
Products ¥

= AN

Figure 3-1-4. The diagram shows Temple Square and its LDS associa , F ‘
buildings. The photo shows the Tabernacle (the rounded shapeébuil e
on the far left), the Salt Lake Temple, and the LDS office building. So
Ingolf Vogeler.

The LDS Church has two welfare prografosproviding food and
jobs.First, Mormons arexpectedo forgo two meals a month and donate
the cost of the faibto a local fund for the needyii f g tf er i ng. o
gives each (relatively small) congregation over $50,000 to spend a year.
With 3,600 congregations in Utah alone, the system produces nearly $200
million annually: about a fifth of what Utah's statevgrnment spends on
welfare, and almost as much as it spends on health. All the money stays
with thecongregations and is distributed by bishopisp arevolunteer
laymen. Secondhe Church runs a number of farms, canneries, and other
commercial companida Utah.Welfare Squarein Salt Lake City
epitomizes the Mormon welfare systéfigure3-1-5). Institutedduring the
Great DepressionWVelfare Square contains a grain elevgtigure 31-6),
storehouse, bakery, cannery, dairy processing plant, thni&, siod
employment centér all of which are based on the Mormon principles of
selfreliance, helping its membend the poorAs of 2000, the LDS
Church operated09 storehouses, 102 canneris, employment resource
centers47 Degret Industries thit stores, 63 family services offices3
priesthoodmanaged production projects, ag@f processing and distribution
facilities (LDS, Newsroom2005).No other church has beendigectly
involvedin providing materiabuppliesto its members in time of nde

These activities create distinctive land uses and landscape features unique to Mormons believe thaeligious calamities will occur and thakthneed
the LDS Church P q to be prepared for this thaving a year's supply of food and water in their

homesfiSelfrelianc® stores in Utah offesuchsupplies(Figure 31-7).

Figure 3-1-6. The landmark
grain silos of Welfare Square
are visible from Temple Squar
Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.
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Figure 3-1-7. This store in
southern Utah sells dried and
canned foods, other supplies,
and bdtled water to Mormons
who belieethat each family
should have a
such supplies at home. Photo:
Ingolf Vogeler

The LDS Churchs stronglyhierarchical mirrored in its personal
and spatial organizational structuré¢emples, stakes, drwards In
addition,the LDS has a professional staff of architects and designers,
headquartered in Salt Lake City, who have created standard building plans,
designs, and specifications, and established proceduresrfstruction and
expendituresConsegently, LDS temples and chapédisve very
recognizable designs. In 1923 the Church Architectural Department began
furnishing plans for meetinghouses and seminary buildings. Over the next
decade, about 350 chapels and 35 seminary buildings were consfraoted
these plans, mdgtred-brick buildings with colonial style featureBy
1965 a new Church Building Committee continued to prepare detailed
standardized plans and specifications, including color schemes and
landscape designyrfvirtually all new bildings (Anderson2005).

Templesare sacred buildingshere only the most sacred rites and
rituals are performedAfter their dedication only faithful members of the
Church may enter to participate in religious ceremonies that reach beyond
mortality, suchas baptisms on behalf of deceaaedestors and eternal
marriage(LDS, Temples 2008;DS Church Temples 2005)emples are
always built out of the finest materiatSurrently, the LDS Church hd4d7
templesworld-wide, with 11 in Utah alonéigure 31-8), and another 10
planned in 40 countries

The geographical center of the LDS Churciiémple Square in
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Salt Lake City the site othe most importari¥lormon templan the world.
Mor mons from around the world make
Gentiles, a Mormons call notMormons, canot enter this holiest of places
nor any of the other temples. Ideally, Mormons would like to get married
here, and many do. Temple Square also heusseparate buildingshe
genealogy library for Mormons to find peopléevhave died but who can
still be converted to the Church after their death. These conversions take
place in temples. Officially, aftedeath baptisms are now restricted to
i mmedi ate family members, aéddg,hough
Albert Einsten) and Jewish holocaust victims being converted continues.
Stake houseold the offices of the Stake Presidency and High
Council and facilities that individual Wardsmot afford, for example,
baptismal fontsStakes contain five to seven wards andut2,000 people.
Stakes are roughly equivalent to Catholic dioceses.
In ward chapek, Mormons hold Sunday servigeand throughout
the weeksocialand recreational activitiesich as Boy Scout meetings
Ward is roughly equivalent to a Catholic parigfards usually have 75 to
100 families, or about 300 people. Membership in a ward or stake is usually
decided geographically, although special wards and stakes for singles,
servicemen, and students also eXx@¥tapelsor meetinghousesre plain,
secular bildings, open to members and Rovembers alikeThese
buildings have very similar designs, because they have been designed by
church architects, although they do vary over time. In keeping with
Mormon beliefs, chapels lack all the common religious iconsimages of
Protestant and Catholic churcheas crosses, nsacredpaintings, no
staned windows, and no bell toweedthough most chapels do have small,
simple steeples.
The historical Mormon settlements in Utah were distinctive in U.S.
history and remain so today, in ever diminishing expressions. The major
Mormonlandscape elemenits Utahare identify and illustratebdere
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Jordan River, g 1981
Mount @ Vemal, 1997 @

1996

@ Manti, 1888

Mondicello, 1998
@St George, 1877 .

Salt Lake Temple, Utah

Cardinally-orientedgrid -patterned farm villagesare still very
evident.Typical of Mormon villages and towns, the city blocks in St.
George are uniformlgquarewith a northsouth orientatiorfFigure 31-9).

St. George, thiargest town in southern Utah, was named after the Mormon
Apostle George A. Smith, first cousin of Joseph Smith, founder of the
Mormon ChurchThis Mormon settlement hasx chapelgone for each

ward) andone templébuilt in 1871). The oldest temple in tdhis the Salt

Lake Templedating from 1893

Figure 3-1-8. Utah alone
has 11 Mormon temples;
some dating back to
pioneer time and other
just recently built.
Although the Mormon
Church had its origin in
the United States, its
temples resemble
architectural styles of

Northern Europe. Photos:

Ingolf Vogeler.

Manti Temple, Utah
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Figure 3-1-9. On topographic maps, the USGS marks all religio
buildings with crosses, whether or ribeyactuallyhave crosses
on themMormon religious buildings have no crosses on the
outside and insideSource:St. George Quad, 1:24,000.

Wide streetsin settlements- whether inSalt Lake Citysmall towns
orrural villages-- are still very eviént. Streets are unusually wjde
sometimes as much as 88 feet (Figuiel®).

Figure 3-1-10. Spring Cit wide streets are typical of nineteent
century planned Mormon agricultural and sm#dlwn settlements


http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/mormon1.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/photos2003Mormon/wide-street.JPG
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/photos2003Mormon/springcity-wide-street.JPG
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/mormon3.htm
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throughout Utah and adjacent stat€hoto: Ingolf Vogeler.

Largesquare blocksin villagesarestill very evidentIdeally, each
block hasfour farms with frigation ditchesuinning alongidethe wide
roads(Figure 31-11).

Figure 3-1-11. Anidealized block shows the major buildings and land us
in a Mormon village. Sourcéngolf Vogeler.

|-style farmhousegor fiNauvoo housés -- common in the
Midwestern states of lowa, lllinois, and Indiasharing pioneer times- are
now largely relic; repleed by white clapboard randtyle houses. In the
past,two-story, oneroomwide farmhouses weredilt of fired red or yellow
bricks, or earlier from adobe, with symmetric floor plans, of the cehathl
type (Figure 31-12).
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Figure 3-1-12. I-style houses were commonyy| | ed A Mot
Aipolygamyo houses because of
wife! Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

Unpainted farm buildings are almost completely gone, because
the specialization of farming renders maatnh buildingsuseless (Figure-3
[-13). Simple rectangular pitchedof barns with adjoining sheds on one or
both sides were commoas were open haparns.


http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/mormon2.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/utopian/mormon2.htm

