Small group discussion salon at home of Jenny Shaddock on December 3, 2008

Thanks to everyone who made it last night to our first liberal education salon, and to those who couldn’t, we hope you will join us next time.  

We had a marvelous, sometimes even rather impassioned discussion—and we basically just got through our introductions!  

A few of the major threads of the conversation were:  1) how do we get to the big questions with our students, questions that will stimulate their intellectual curiosity; 2) to what extent do our disciplinary specializations serve as necessary foundations to students’ construction of knowledge and to what extent do these specializations inhibit our ability to speak to essential, broader life issues; 3) how do we get students to think abstractly?; 4) what are the institutional barriers (workload, class size, specializations, etc.) at UWEC that keep us from attending to the concerns of liberal education?; and, 5) how can we provide an intentional liberal education to our students within the context of a big state university and all that this involves?  

A couple of intriguing issues raised that might deserve more discussion:  how do we get students to bring ideas from other courses into our classes; and, how can we help students value GE courses?

Everyone wanted to meet again, so we will meet next semester on Tuesday, February 10th, from 5-7 pm at Eva Santos-Phillips’ house.  We’ll send a reminder with directions closer to the event.  We will hone in on one of the questions above for that discussion.  Let’s consider taking up the first one, since in speaking to this I imagine we’ll address some of the other questions.

Again, for those of you who couldn’t make it, we missed you and would like to welcome you to Eva’s in February.

Thanks to Michael Weil and Don Christian for providing wine.  We enjoyed it.

Best,
Jenny

P.S.  If any of you have any “best classroom practices” for the liberal education website, please send those to Michael Weil.

