Small group discussion salon at home of Eva Santos-Phillips on February 10, 2009

Summary of discussion:  

 Topic:  Given our narrow disciplinary lenses, how can we get to the BIG questions with our students, questions that engage students directly and holistically in the pressing questions we face as human beings in the twenty-first century?  

The following reflects the general flow of the conversation.  As you can imagine, there was consensus on some topics and productive disagreement or multiple perspectives on others.

· Professors are sometimes intimidated to take on politics or controversial issues and so avoid it.   
· When we teach the big conflicts, how personally revelatory do we/should we get with our students?   
· We need to think about the developmental readiness of students for certain questions and styles of teaching (e.g. maybe something that would work in a senior seminar wouldn’t with first-year students). 
· Remind ourselves and students that controversy is good.  Students need to get angry sometimes to learn. 
· We need to develop a university culture that fosters controversy rather than seeing it as a problem. 
· What are the big issues in the sciences and the humanities?  We need to ask this question and let these issues frame our courses, linking this to a liberal education.  (I don’t remember really trying to answer this, but doing so might spark some creative course ideas.) 
· We had a long discussion about the role of creativity in this process.  How do artists and creative thinkers approach the big life questions?   
· Finally, we decided we need a place to educate ourselves about the bigger picture—maybe a summer college?   
· We decided on the next topic of discussion.
