	Below are a series of reactions to the Freshman Provocation written by students in English 110 – Introduction to College Writing 

	 

               The Freshman Provocation was a great presentation for all freshmen to attend.  It was interesting to hear the professor’s views on liberal education and their own experiences in college.  Each speaker had his or her own experiences to add to the overall message.  There were many positive parts to the presentation and some things that I would have liked to have seen that I didn’t. 

  

                There was at least one thing about each speaker that I really enjoyed.  The first speaker, Evan Weiher, talked about how when he first came to college, he wasn’t sure if it was right for him.  He stuck with it though and grew to love college.  I’m sure that’s how a lot of freshman felt the first week or two.  I know I did but now I’m getting into the “flow” of college and like it.  Marty Wood, the second speaker, explained how college is good for learning new aspects of the world.  Wood commented, “It’s all about tasting new things.”  I hope to follow this and try various new activities throughout college.  I also like how Wood said, “College is a mental workout.”  College does require a lot of work and it does work the students’ brain a lot, in a good way. The last speaker, Alyson Loomis, gave us the best advice.  Loomis said numerous times, “Learn Everything!”  She said not to think of college as getting good grades but instead to think of it as a way to learn as much as you can.  I agree with this because what’s the point of taking a class if you don’t actually learn anything? 

  

                Even with all of the positives, there were some parts I thought could use improvement.  Alyson Loomis connected involved the audience a little bit but the first two just lectured.  I thought maybe they could have used more tactics to capture the audience’s attention.  The seminar just seemed to get a little long and I noticed a lot of students left early.  It was still overall a good presentation that gave us a variety of information. 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 

       Honestly, going into Freshman Provocation, I was not too thrilled.  I was expecting it to be horribly, mundane.  Once I got there, I decided that if I were to get anything out of it, I must change my attitude and open my mind.  Since I did that, I ended up enjoying it a little more than I had expected.  

I connected the most with speaker Allyson Loomis.  She shared with us her humorous childhood experience about when she asked a question about a painting.  The answer she received was that it was a beautiful painting.  She carried that concept all throughout her life telling us, "The most beauty is when you are thinking, reasoning and pursuing beauty."  Our society views beauty as bodily perfection, but she showed us a new way of viewing it. 

I believe they should have provided more visuals and excitement throughout the Provocation to keep the attention of the freshmen.  If there would have been more visuals and more "exciting" music, I think more freshman would have learned better.  Particularly, the students seated behind me probably would not have talked throughout the entire ceremony. 
********************************************************************************************************************


	 

 

 I obviously think that the Freshman Provocation had great intentions.  I enjoyed the presentation for the most part because despite the subject being a little dry and dull, it had some really great stories and points that will be critical to our success in the future months and years we will have here at Eau-Claire.  I enjoyed most of all, how all of the speakers, including the Dean, stressed how there is more to the Liberal Education experience than just going to class and completing homework and getting a degree.  

A good point that was made is how we should strive to gain the knowledge, and the good grades will follow! This point also ties in with what Marty Wood said about the hurdles at the Olympics, "we can look at our classes and homework as hurdles that we have to overcome, but we want to view Liberal Education as much more than that."  I feel that was a strong point of the discussion because it shows how getting an education at this level should not be viewed as something to merely overcome, just to attain a degree, but something we should actually exert an honest interest in, which will inevitably make the whole experience more enriching and fulfilling. 

  However, some of the stories and anecdotes were hard for me to relate to and in this respect, I felt that the presentation was lacking and weak.  It also seemed at times that they were disorganized in their speeches, which isn't a good thing when giving such an important message to a group of young minds. 



	 

********************************************************************************************************************
 


    I think the freshman provocation was a good thing to attend, even though it was the last thing I wanted to do that night.  However, as I listened to the speakers talk and started taking notes in my notebook, I noticed that I was actually enjoying the speakers.  I laughed at their jokes and I thought about what they were saying, more even when they stopped talking.  I ended up really appreciating their speeches and taking important things away from each one.
    The speaker that I enjoyed the most was Alison Loomis.  I really enjoyed how she brought in some of her own experiences, like when she went to France and did not understand how a painting was beautiful when it was just a yellow square.  I also liked her emphasis on beauty and learning everything.  I think it is important to learn many different things besides your own major because it teaches you many things throughout life.  However, I was kind of confused as to her connection with the cat and beauty and humans being in the middle.  I think humans can understand beauty; it just has to do with more than meets the eye.  Other than that, though, I really enjoyed her speech.
    I also liked the speaker Marty Wood.  I liked that he had examples from many different things.  I mostly liked the example he gave of the Olympic hurdler Lolo Jones and how she triumphed hope over fear and is coming back in four years and getting the gold.  I also liked how he said that we had all come to this University to follow our dreams.  I like this because I think that really is true for most of us, well for me anyway because I really believe in going after your dream job rather than the job that will pay the bills.  The only thing I did not like was that he kept stressing that we need to “place our bet on hope”.  I do not think all should be put on hope, I think sometimes we need to go out and get what we want, not just hope it will come to us.  However, that is just my interpretation and I really enjoyed everything that he said, it really inspired me to continue to follow my dreams.



	 ********************************************************************************************************************
 

     I believe that the Freshman Provocation was very interesting and informational. Some of the points were dull and boring, but for the most part, the stories of the speakers were very interesting. I believe their stories are going to be like ours in the future here at Eau Claire. I also now understand that there are more to school than just grades, you're here to learn information to use in your future careers. 

     One of the points that affected me the most was, "Grow by experiences, even if you don't like the topic" (Evan Weiher). I thought that was important because you need to try things to find out if you like them, or if you don't. You need to take a sample of lots of different things, to see whether you enjoy them or not. Another point that affected me was, "Pursue beauty by studying everything, and be beautiful by learning" (April Bleske-Rechek). This was an amazing statement because I now understand that learning, whether it be from books or experiences, is a beautiful thing. 

     There are a few things I didn't like as well. I didn't like the speaking style of Evan Weiher, and I felt like April's speech was too rehearsed, and it didn't feel like it was her own story. Evan was too quiet and didn't have much of a presence. On April's story, I felt like she was reading a story from a book or other reading. The only speaking style I liked, was that of Marty Wood. His story, and subject, felt the most real to me. His e made the most impact on me, especially when he said "Look behind the obvious, look behind the curtain" (Marty Wood). 

      Those were some of the things I liked about Freshman Provocation, and some things that could've been better, to help us understand how to take advantage of a liberal education. 



	 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
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 Chelsea Pliss 

CHELSEA PLISS - Sep 18, 2008 3:55 PM 

 

I think everyone agrees that when we were told we had to attend the freshman provocation none of us were excited. I spent most of my day dreading the time when I would have to walk down and go sit and listen to people talk. However, when I got there and the presentation started, I found myself actually interested in what was being said. 

The speaker that I enjoyed the most was Marty Wood. I completely agreed with his thoughts about having more hope and less fear but not too much or too little of either. I also really liked when he brought up the Wizard of Oz and related that to our lives. I often find myself saying that "there's no place like home," and wishing I could be back home where life was so much easier. Marty helped me realize that saying those kinds of things is only the "child" left inside of me not wanting to grow up. We all came here looking to follow our dreams and I think that we all can make our dreams come true because, "somewhere, over the rainbow the dreams you dare to dream do come true."

Overall, I really enjoyed the freshman provocation. It is something that every freshman or even older students should go to. 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 



	 

 

 

I also enjoyed what he shared with us about our lives and The Wizard of Oz. Over the past month, in many different places, I've been hearing people encourage me to follow my dreams, and do what we may think to be hard things. His speech was another incident that encouraged me to pursue risks and take chances, especially during these years of my life.


I think everyone agrees that when we were told we had to attend the freshman provocation none of us were excited. I spent most of my day dreading the time when I would have to walk down and go sit and listen to people talk. However, when I got there and the presentation started, I found myself actually interested in what was being said. 

The speaker that I enjoyed the most was Marty Wood. I completely agreed with his thoughts about having more hope and less fear but not too much or too little of either. I also really liked when he brought up the Wizard of Oz and related that to our lives. I often find myself saying that "there's no place like home," and wishing I could be back home where life was so much easier. Marty helped me realize that saying those kinds of things is only the "child" left inside of me not wanting to grow up. We all came here looking to follow our dreams and I think that we all can make our dreams come true because, "somewhere, over the the rainbow the dreams you dare to dream do come true."

Overall, I really enjoyed the freshman provocation. It is something that every freshman or even older students should go to. 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 

When I first heard about Freshman Provocation, I unlike many other students, didn't think that it would be too bad.  I usually don't mind listening to speakers, and I kind of knew what to expect because of the meetings that I had to go to for orientation.  Once the speakers started talking, I became less and less interested.  If the audience could have been more involved, I think the students would have been less bored.  It also helped that when some of the speakers were talking, they seemed excited about what they were talking about.  I found myself more alert, and actually interested to listen to them. 

I really enjoyed when Marty Wood compared the Wizard of Oz to having a liberal education.  It makes so much sense, and I think that it's true.  Being able to compare it to a movie that pretty much everyone has seen, really helped me focus on what he was saying.  Wood also had many good quotes about how you should "value hope above fear" and that you need both to be successful. 

I think my favorite speaker would have been Alyson Loomis.  The way she was so upbeat and excited made me want to pay attention.  I also think that her quote about how we should "LEARN EVERYTHING" is what getting a liberal education is all about.  In order to make connections, you need to learn as much as you can.  I know that you couldn't possibly learn everything, but she really means to learn all that you are able to.  College isn't just about the classes, it's about the knowledge you gain. 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 

I was not very excited to go to the Freshman provocation. I figured it was just going to be some one up there talking and thats what it kind of was. I got a little bit out of the provocation on a liberal education and what it is.
I liked how the speaker stalked about how it is more than the degree at the end of he adventure. There are the times between that will help more in the future than sitting through classes. There are classes that will get you to think outside the box. How it was said "Learn Everything" and how a liberal education lets you learn everything.  

I ended up learning a few things from the provocation and it was worth going to. 



	

	 

 

 

Like so many others, I not looking forward to Freshman Provocation either.  There were a million and one things that I could have been doing instead.  However, as the night went on I discovered that there was a lot to learn from the presentation.  It really opened my eyes to what a liberal education really is. 

Each speaker had something interesting and meaningful to say.  The last three weeks have been tough, with homework and learning to manage my time; getting into the groove of things.  Through the presentation, I now know that a liberal education has so much more to offer than just a diploma at the end of our four years here.  My favorite speaker was Marty Wood.  He seemed passionate about what he was talking about, and was able to relate it to our lives.  He said that we cannot do without hope or fear.  We have to have the courage to go beyond.  The dreams that we dare to dream will come true.  He was very inspiring.  

The other two speakers were okay as well, but they seemed kind of unattached and impersonal.  I think that in the future they should have students more involved in the presentation and make things more exciting.  All in all though, I am glad that we were told to attend, as it expanded on what a liberal education has to offer. 



	 ********************************************************************************************************************
 

 



	 

 

 

Walking into the Freshman Provocation, I didn’t have any idea on what the presentation was going to be about. A few hundred students attended and most of them were wondering the same question. As the presentation began everyone was listening intently and paying attention to find the meaning of this presentation. It turns out that the topic was liberal education. You could tell that there weren’t many freshmen who even knew what that was and were only there because they had too. For those of us who were paying attention, we were able to listen to three great speakers and their views on liberal education.   

A liberal education was explained to us as a “mental workout.” It is about developing “skills and growth more than knowledge.”  It will provide us with analytical thinking, critical thinking, problem solving, and teamwork. These are all necessary tools for a successful career beyond college. With a liberal arts education, students are able to study many different areas of education rather than one specific branch of it. As they said in the presentation, “taste the flavors the university has to offer.” Educators don’t just want you to be successful in one area; rather a liberal arts education wants you to be strong as a whole person. 

The reason that this presentation was put on was to enlighten students on the great liberal education that they will be receiving and how students can make the most of it. To me, I found the presentation very informative, but very dry.  Not many students were very interested and it showed.  The thoughts about liberal education were insightful, but I’m not sure that many people actually heard them. They missed out on an intuitive presentation that I will keep in mind as I continue to pursue my college career. 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 



	 

 

 

The setting of the Freshman Provocation seemed to be designed to lull students to sleep. Half of the lights were turned off, so an environment was created that dim and was at least 83 degrees. I was slightly less than enthusiastic to attend because I was nursing a head cold and hadn't eaten since lunch. As expected, when Dr. Christian began to speak my head started to nod. I did glean, however, the statement, "Liberal education doesn't only educate liberals." He also told a story about a girl that had graduated. She had not done anything more than earn her degree, so she had wasted the opportunities presented by a liberal education. I thought that this was a good point to make. The three speakers came next. They were Dr. Weiher, Dr. Wood, and Dr. Loomis. Dr. Weiher said that, "Liberal education is suited for a free person." I don't know if I can wholly agree with his statement because it infers that a vocational education is for someone who is not "free". He also compared the brain to a muscle by the similarity that if you exercise it, it may hurt a little, but will be satisfying overall. Between speakers there was a ten minute break that involved questions. I thought it was a great idea because it provided a break from lectures and a chance to win a book/piece of candy. Next came Dr. Wood. He spoke of the humanities and how they were critical to a enlightened person's intelligence. Dr. Wood said that he taught a class on vampires in literature. Contrary to his opinion, I believe that the class is not necessary and should not be subsidized with tax money. Finally, Dr. Loomis spoke about her experience in France in which she critiqued a painting that consisted only of a large yellow square. Dr. Loomis, then only ten years old, said that she could have painted it. When she made her viewpoint known to one of the locals she received the response, "You could have painted it, but you didn't." The local said that the painting might represent a key of music. Dr. Loomis took this to mean that she needed to learn everything to comprehend ideas in different ways. This was my favorite point of the night.



	

	

	********************************************************************************************************************
 



	

	 

 



	

	

	

	

	 

 

 

Before meeting our class by the bridge for Freshman Provocation, I had no idea what to expect. At this point I had no idea what provocation even meant and wasn't quite sure what liberal education was. I couldn't tell if this was going to be a motivational speaker or a speech about being a freshman that we have all heard before.  

The first person that spoke was Dean Christian. He told us to think of our education as a "road map".  We would have to take this map through life at the university and life afterwards.  The next speaker was the start of the actual program which felt like it lasted hours.  Evan Weiher tried to connect liberal education to hoops.  At first i didn't quite agree with his speech.  He said to "think of education as hoops, when we've earned enough we move on."  Now that I write about it I find myself agreeing more. Once we have gone through the hoops of classes and exams and majors we move on and try something else.  This something else is our career.  

The second speaker, Marty Wood, compared our college experience to that of Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz.  The wizard in the Wizard of Oz, hid himself behind a curtain.  Wood told us to "look behind the curtain and go beyond the obvious."  Looking behind the curtain is like thinking outside of the box.  We need to go above and beyond.  He also said that Dorothy wanted more than Kansas which is similar to freshman, we want more than our hometown.  

Alyson Loomis, the last speaker, had a very interesting approach to her speech.  She was much louder and into her speech than the other two speakers.  She was really hard to follow and she yelled about everything.  She first told us about a trip she took and a painting she had saw.  This painting was of a simple yellow square.  In this square she had saw music notes.  I didn't really make the connection to what this had to do with liberal education.  Loomis then jumped to her college years and a professor that had drawn a cat on one of his hands and then beauty on the other.  She said that "the only difference between the two was that the cat didn't have reason. Beauty is beyond us, we can strive for it but we have to think and reason to get there." At this point i was more interested in her speech.  I could agree that reason is needed for the strive to achieve beauty.  Overall, Freshman Provocation wasn't at all what i had expected.  I thought that I would retain and get something new out of it.  I found myself reading my notes to remember what each of the speakers had said. I didn't remember anything specific off of the top of my mind.  



	 

 



	 

 



	 

 

********************************************************************************************************************
 

Freshman provocation was an informative meeting for students entering college. Each speaker had their individual points to make, but the speeches had a primary goal. According to the Dean, Donald Christian, it was "To know what we can accomplish at UWEC and also outside of college. To see what kind of people we can become."  Overall the presentation was meant to be informative the main focus wasn't to entertain. (D. Christian, personal communication, September 16, 2008). 

The speakers of this presentation tried to add things to their presentations to make them more interesting rather than just facts. Evan Weiher, for example, told personal stories of his experiences. He decided to admit that he didn't even like college his first year. He explained that after provocation ti was much more enjoyable because he felt the school was trying to give him the best liberal education they could. The speech was alright, I felt, but didn't really have anything in it that could keep our attention. All of the speeches were long and drawn out and they became a little cheesy like when Marty Wood decided to refer back to the Wizard of Oz and end his speech in "dreams that you dream really do come true." (M. Wood, personal communication, September 16, 2008) 

There were, however, some positive ideas that I went away with from provocation. For instance, I liked Mr. Wire's example about how to perceive school. His idea was to "Think of going to school as working out or something you need to do to stay healthy." In the end I went away with some helpful hints but nothing that would really make a huge difference in my views. (D. Wire, Personal communication, September 16, 2008). 



	******************************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

Like my fellow classmates, I was not overly enthusiastic about going to the Freshman Provocation.  In fact, I didn't want to go at all.  At the end of it, I felt like I had wasted a good portion of my night sitting in Zorn learning nothing; however, looking back on my notes I realize that I actually did take something valuable from the "three Provocateurs."  

Evan Weiher was the first to open my eyes to what a liberal education is all about.  He talked about his college education and that his main goal at the time was simply getting a degree.  He encouraged us not to look at our future in Eau Claire as time that is necessary to pass before we can get a degree, but as time to fill the gaps in our knowledge, to learn how to think critically and analytically, to learn how to form and defend arguments, to learn problem-solving skills and teamwork, and to learn general writing, speaking, math, and computing (Weiher).  

Marty Wood began with asking us what we would be giving back to our community.  He encouraged us to have hope, but he also encouraged us to have fear, because we need both in our lives to maintain balance.  In addition to hope and fear, he promoted the idea of looking "behind the curtain" so we can see what is really going on amidst all the sparkle and glamour.  His conclusion was about how you can't teach someone to change the world or lead it--it's something that we must learn by taking our education into our own hands (Wood). 

When Alyson Loomis started out by talking about a big, painted, yellow box, I wasn't exactly sure of how she was going to connect it back to getting a liberal education.  What I got from it was that she wanted us to think outside of the box (no pun intended).  She wanted us to be able to ask questions, see true beauty, and realize how all truth is related to other truths.  She persuaded us to have good reasoning skills and finally to "LEARN EVERYTHING!" (Loomis). 




