Notes from the Break Out Session on Liberal Education
· Why are we “Arts and Sciences?” Would “Liberal Arts and Sciences” be more intentional?

· Question about Paul Kaldjian’s exit interviews with nursing students – Why are they more aware? Response – BSN students are more aware of importance of having a college degree (versus non degree RN or LPN). Nursing faculty are very interdisciplinary, and nursing students make the most of their GE classes.

· We need a broad based conversation with the College of Business too. Foreign Language is doing this with international business students. Communication/Journalism indicates importance of liberal education to be a strong journalist.

· Important that parents understand the importance of a liberal education especially when their son/daughter wants to take a major in an area where they don’t think there will be a job. Some of this is being done during summer orientation when associate deans talk to parents. Another method is to show parents a list from alumni publications of jobs that UWEC graduates get. Also need to inform parents that the liberal education will prepare students for many jobs as graduates will often have more than one career.
· Important to advise seniors who are terrified that they are unprepared for the job market. Students don’t know why they are learning what they are learning. They need confidence in their own abilities.

· We need to teach our students about what kind of a university we are – a liberal arts university.

· Faculty need to be honest and sincere about liberal arts and need to infuse more about liberal arts into our courses. But faculty are reluctant to give up content information to give more about importance of liberal arts.

· What is getting in the way? Students are being overscheduled. Faculty don’t have the time with heavy teaching loads, research commitment, etc. Infusion of liberal arts into more interdisciplinary courses is needed, but this takes time, energy, sweat.

· How intentional is liberal arts in high school? We need to reach out to future teachers.

· Best way is to get message into our disciplines.

· Tell students to be “top of the stack”.

