Thank you, Paula is very kind.  The reason it took me eight years to get my bachelor’s degree is that I wasn’t a very good student, at first, but I got better.  Well I am glad you are all here.  I’m here to talk about liberal education of course, but specifically, the humanities.  Your education is going to be worth an awful lot to you, I think you already know this.  It is going to be worth hundreds of thousands of dollars over your lifetime.  So, we know sort of what’s in it for you.  Again, I guess my first question is what’s in it for everyone else who is paying for it.  I don’t just mean your parents.  Did you know that the citizens of the state pay about one third of your costs for education, what’s in it for them; for you to study liberal education, for you to study humanities?  And then there are federal scholarships, there are a lot of private donations over the last few years.  Well over fifty million dollars were raised for this institution.  Most of it went to private scholarships that are for you, to help pay for your education.  So what’s in it for all those other people who are investing in you studying, among all other things, the humanities?  Especially those of you who major in the humanities, why should anyone else pay for this?   What is the state’s interest in having you know more about the human condition.  Art, literature, music, philosophy, history, language, I’ll give you another example.  One of the things I teach is vampire novels.  Why should the state pay you to learn about vampire novels?  Another way of asking this is what’s the bottom line, for everybody else about learning more about the human condition.  What is it that humans do that no other creature does?  Yes, they think and analyze, that’s real important.  We’ve talked about that, Evan talked about that, and you’ll hear more about that.  But humans also make music, art, philosophy, dreams.  I want to focus on those dreams and the way that dreams are a reflection of hopes or of fears.  To make my point, I’m going to talk about hope and fear in general, and then later I’m going to talk about specific ways you study these through other media, or through other avenues in the humanities.  I’m going to talk a little bit about movies and history.  And again, why should anybody pay for you to learn about movies or history?  One thing that I love about humans is that we dare to exceed our grasp, and I think that’s motivated by hope.  But we also want to build a wall between ourselves and danger, and that of course is motivated by fear.  Now when you hear me talk about hope and fear, it would be real easy to think that I mean hope is always good and fear is always bad because I’m kind of crazy about hope when it comes down right to it, but we can’t do without either one.  All planning, all forward thinking, all preparations, all commitments including, for example, marriage, are essentially human activities that value hope a little bit above fear.  Without hope, you get stagnation and decline, you get no creativity.  Without fear, you get recklessness, danger.  On the other hand, too much hope, and you are going to be fooled by somebody, somebody is going to con you.  Too much fear, I think is even worse; you stay home and hide in a bunker.  The thing is, it’s not too hard to persuade people to pay to ward off fear.  We can see the hard reality of that, we are willing to pay for safety, and we will pay for security.  But, again, I come back to my other question, why hope?  Why should the state pay you to learn more about what people’s hope can bring them?  I want to use an example that’s a little bit away from school; I want to talk about participation in sports.  Anybody who has participated knows that fear cannot dominate your thoughts as you enter sporting events.  If you watched the Olympics, there were a lot of examples that I could cite, but the story I like best is the one about Lolo Jones.  Lolo Jones is the best woman hurdler in the world.  When she got ready to run the hundred meter hurdles, everyone knew she was going to blow away the competition.  The only question was how big a gap would she lead by.  Well if you saw that you know what happened, she hit the next to the last hurdle.  She didn’t fall, but it slowed her down enough that she didn’t even get a medal.  So she went from gold to nothing at all, in an instant.  The last thing that we saw of her on that track that evening was crumpled down weeping because she didn’t fulfill her hope.  Of course a television cameraman stuck a microphone in her face right away and said something like “How do you feel.”  She said “I hit maybe one, maybe two hurdles a year, and it sucks that I hit one on the night of the biggest race in my life.  Well, somebody probably told her overnight to think more about what you are going to say to the newspaper because the next day she said, (and this is the part of the story I like best), she said “Four years ago, I didn’t even make the team in Athens.  Four years ago I was sitting, watching the television, watching people compete in the hurdles and I was weeping because I wasn’t there.  So, for four years, I worked and I hoped that I would make it, and I not only made the team, but I made myself known as the fastest hurdler in the world, but I ended up weeping again anyway.  But you know what, even though I am twenty-six years old, (which is already kind of old for a hurdler) I’m going to come back in four years, I’m going to be in London, and I’ll cry again, but they will be tears of joy because I am going to win that gold in London.”  Now that is the triumph of hope over fear, and that’s an illustration that I want to leave with you for the world outside of the academy.  Let’s get back to liberal education, and specifically, the humanities.  As I have said before, critical thinking, analysis, these are real important parts of a liberal education.  If you were an English major, the first course in our major program for English majors teaches students to look behind the obvious.  To look at a text and even a movie and to read what else is being said besides what the movie just says.  And I want to talk about the Wizard of Oz.  Now, one of the reasons I am using this is because I hope you have all seen the Wizard of Oz, but another reason I use this movie is that I think it’s almost everything you can say about humans, especially younger humans, not quite adult humans you can find in the Wizard of Oz.  You remember when they finally made it to the wizard’s castle and they are looking up at this big pyrotechnic display, this roaring, flaming wizard, and they are terrified until Todo (Todo having some kind of insight that I guess the humans didn’t have) pulled aside the curtain, and there you saw him.  Now he tried to cover it and said “pay no attention to the man behind the curtain.”  And there are a lot of forces out there that want to tell you not to pay any attention to the man behind the curtain.  Well, in the liberal education you are receiving, and specifically in your humanities education, we want you to look behind the curtain.  We want you to analyze things, to go beyond what is obvious.  There are monetary advantages to being able to look behind the curtain:  we are smarter, less easily fooled.  So those are good reasons, but why pay for you to study the humanities.  When Dorothy first (I’m still talking about the Wizard of Oz) sets off, it’s because she wants something larger than Kansas, like you wanted something larger than your hometown life.  As good as it was, you wanted more.  You wanted something greater than the job you had in high school.  You came here to follow your dreams, like I did when I was a student.  And when you first got here like I did and like Evan said he did, you might have felt fear of some kind.  Some hesitation about what you had gotten yourself into.  You probably felt homesick.  Homesick is probably what Dorothy felt.  And in fact one reason I say that this movie is really a little more about childhood than moving into adulthood is that in the end, what is it that Dorothy says?  She says there is no place like home.  Now, you don’t have to eat a lot of dorm food before you are saying the same thing, there’s no place like home, but you know that home is eventually a place where you go and visit and say hi and then you come back to your life as an adult.  Dorothy wasn’t quite ready to leave, she wasn’t quite old enough.  She said everything I wanted all along, was right here in Kansas.  Now we can hope that when Dorothy is older she will have more courage.  She will go out into the world and follow her dreams.  I would be really sad if I thought that fear would always dominate her life.  Sometimes you are going to say, there’s no place like home, but remember, that’s the child in you, that’s the fearful impulse.  It’s trying to help you make your decisions, its ok when you’re young; you need your parents’ protection.  So this is the kind of thing that the humanities study.  What humans can achieve when they are not dominated by fear.  Their art, literature, music, philosophy, history, language.  States support this study because they know we need to keep recruiting leaders for the great human enterprise.  You can’t teach this, you can’t teach someone how to be the kind of leader who is going to save the world or change history.  We need to have alternatives available to all of us, based not simply in fear, but in hope.  We need to invest in the essential human activity of reaching beyond our grasp, trying more than we really believe we can achieve.  Just trying, if we fail, we will fail gloriously.  We think of our nation as divided right now, but this is nothing like it was on the eve of the Civil War, and here’s the history part.  Just before the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln had just been elected President, most of the southern states did not want him to be President, and one by one, they announced their intention to no longer be a part of this republic.  It wasn’t even a hundred years old yet, and they were backing out.  They did not want the future that Abraham Lincoln was going to lead them into.  He had to give an inaugural address, the very first address the President gives to the nation.  In his first inaugural address he talked about a lot of the problems that were faced by his nation, his people, and as he neared the end of his speech, he couldn’t even hardly bring himself to stop because the occasion was so important.  So, I don’t want to mess up what he said with my words, I want to just read you his last few words.  “I am loathed to close; we are not enemies, but friends.  We must not be enemies, though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection.  The mystic cords of memory, stretching from every battlefield, every patriot grave, every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land will yet swell the chorus of the Union.  When again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.”  We embrace hope because we need to nurture those better angels.  Lincoln was the ideal person to lead a broken nation back to wholeness.  A person who valued hope more than he valued fear.  Now later on he would refer to this democracy as the last best hope for this world, for this country, for humankind, the last best hope.  Google that and see where it takes you.  So I hope that you will enjoy your studies in the humanities whether you take one course or major in it (well you have to take twelve credits, so) but I hope you enjoy every minute of it.  Because what is happening, the reason the state is paying for this is because it’s placing a bet, a huge expensive bet on hope.  Placing a huge bet on the likelihood if enough of you study these great things that humans have done, it will be building leaders who know not just the bottom line, but know a lot more than that.  The state will be encouraging the better angels within us.  The state bets that when you face a challenge or a crisis, you won’t simply say there’s no place like home.  We will need someone to dream bigger than that, to reach beyond our grasp.  We need you to remember that somewhere over the rainbow, the dreams that you dare to dream really do come true.  Thank you.
