Feedback to Freshman Provocation, 28 January 2008 
There were three speakers that discussed the liberal education that Eau Claire provides their personal experiences, opinions and views on a liberal education. I also believe that they gave us advice on life, college and success in life in general. 

Favorite Part: I liked when the woman spoke from the psychology department spoke. I liked how she told us about her husband and how he went to college, got his liberal education and a degree, but later decided that he was fit to be a stay home dad for his job. I would have never considered that receiving a liberal education would not only benefit me as a employee when I get into the work force, but as a person. Having a liberal education can make me a more informed individual and a better person. I would like to be able to help my children with their homework and be informed about different things to keep them learning. I would have never seen college as a benefit of becoming a great parent. 

Response: Like stated above, I found it interesting and like the idea that a liberal education will benefit me as a person, an adult, parent and in the work force. I no longer view it as "unnecessary classes" to fill my schedule that will not benefit me in the future with my desired major. I think this relates to GEOG 111 because you had mentioned early in the first day or two that taking this class will make me a more informed individual. It is amazing, in a bad way, that Americans are the least acknowledgeable in geography. By taking this class, I am no longer going to be part of that "group". I will be an informed individual. Much like a liberal education will do for me, in a broad range. 

Overall: I think that this event was informative and I did take some ideas and now have formed opinions about what I would like to accomplish with my education. I just had a hard time staying focused through the speakers. Otherwise, I found it a rather good event. 

This event focused mainly on our experience while we are attending UWEC but also had valuable information that we could apply to any and all parts of our lives. 

Summary: The event consisted of 4 main speakers about what a liberal arts college experience is all about and the benefits that come with this type of education. The professors also gave us tips and encouraged us to fully embraced and go after our liberal arts education. The professors told us that liberal arts colleges will encourage us to be well rounded students and take a variety course and explore. In between the speakers Dr. Kaldjian also had trivia questions and gave out books for prizes. 

Favorite Part: The speaker who talked about fear and how we need to keep it in-check and not let in take over us made a connection to me because I sometimes fear to do things but as the speaker said I should go for it and not be afraid at times. 

Response: The speakers basically told us to achieve overall academic success to work hard and good things will happen for us. They told us not to be afraid but to sieve the opportunities that lie before us and enjoy the process of learning 

Overall: They event was very good because it reassured me that college is the right place for me and the speakers had a comfortable feel to them. 

The main place that was represented was UW Eau Claire. The professors, however, also discussed the places they had gone to college. 

Summary: The main purpose of this event was to demonstrate the important factors of going to college, besides just receiving a diploma and helping with your career. Four professors spoke throughout the event (Biology, Psychology, English, and Chemistry), discussing the most important factors of going to college. These main points included: taking humanities courses, being able to think critically, developing the ability to work hard, and learning how to apply your college knowledge to every day life. 

Favorite Part: My favorite part was when the closing statement was given and the professor threw the diploma. I think really signified how important the other skills were to the faculty and how important they should be to the students. 

Response: I thought it was significant that the professors shared their college experiences with us because it helped us become more relatable to them. This related to GEOG 111 concepts because we learned about where they have lived or gone to college throughout their lives. 

Overall: I thought the event was pretty good. It wasn't what I was expected, and at first I thought it was just going to be another boring talk. But for the most part, a lot of the points really did help me out and gave me ideas on what the real focuses of a college education should be. 

Place: Different places that were talked about were the University of Chicago, UWEC, Madison, the University of Texas at Austin, Edina, Minnesota, Middlebury, Vermont and the University of Minnesota. 

Summary: Dean Christian first introduced to the audience that the presentation was going to be on different aspects of receiving a liberal arts education. Then, each of the presenters gave different ideas of their own about a liberal arts degree. Between each of the speakers, Dr. Kaldjian gave out prizes that were books for us to read that would help us further understand ideas and concepts about the liberal arts. Then, at the end of the ceremony there were refreshments and cookies that were given out for free. 

Favorite Part: My favorite part of the event was when the books were given out. I really tried hard to come up with the answers to some of the trivia questions, but unfortunately I did not receive a book. 

Response: What was significant about my favorite part was that it really re-enforced some of what the presenters talked about. It helped me to further understand the points that each of the presenters were trying to make about receiving a liberal arts education. It related to Geography 111 because some of the books that were given out were based on place. The place of three of the seats that were chosen based on what section, row and seat number where the person won a book. 

Overall: I enjoyed the event. I really found out some valuable information that I was not aware of, and like one of the dean said: "You get a liberal arts education for more than a degree." I really realized this after learning about the education that I am receiving. 

Place: A vast majority of different colleges were described throughout the event to give emphasis to the main points of the event. The colleges were described mainly by the experiences that each professor openly talked about as their academic journey took off. One professor described his college experiences elite and privileged due to the fact that he attended a private college and was blessed by the Dalai-Lama. 

Summary: The event was held in the Schofield Auditorium and focused its attention to the freshman class. The event’s main points were that as a student it is our responsibility to challenge our mind and to take the tougher courses because in the end they are going to payoff. Also the event stressed that us as students need to take advantage of our liberal arts college. We need to take a wide variety of classes because that’s going to give us as individuals a better understanding for everyday occurrences that we must face. 

Favorite Part: My favorite part of the event was when a professor gave this statement or something close, "Take advantage of your education because someday you are going to get to the other side of the rainbow and all your dreams will come true." I know this is a little Walt Disney but I just got goose bumps when he spoke it! 

Response: One of the most meaningful things that I got out of this event was the fact that I need to not only focus on my biology major but i also need to broaden my intelligence by taking other kinds of courses. One of the professors mentioned that medical schools like applicants who don’t have the typical science degree, but those that major in history or politics. I find that exciting due to the fact that I'm still a freshman and can find 

maybe another major or minor outside of the sciences. Geog 111 is a course that is helping me broaden my views and who knows it might just be something that tricks my trigger and i end up with a degree in it! 

Overall: I really liked the event because it gave you an understanding of the whole liberal arts meaning. It was also helps to have professors talk about their struggles through college, it just makes them seem more human. But I would definitely recommend this to next years freshman, hopefully the college keeps it going. 

Place: Well it mainly just talking about Eau Claire and the college, but some of the professors mentioned other colleges and areas like Chicago, UW Madison, the U of Minnesota, and a college in Vermont. 

Summary: Basically the Dean addressed the students, who were mainly freshman, and then there were 4 other faculty members that talked about how much they enjoyed teaching at a school that provides a liberal education, and they also talked about their own personal experiences with education, relationships, and career events. 

Favorite Part: I liked when the Psychology Professor, I'm not sure her name talked about how far she had come and talked about how her husband did not do anything with his degree really it was interesting and it gave a different point of view on college that I guess never really had came to me, and how he had learned things from the classroom at college but also from being involved in other things on campus, like the sports team, and also meeting a lot of friends and sharing your thoughts and discussing things with them. I agree with the professor who said you can learn a lot from your friends, I think that meeting new people this year has a been a huge learning experience for me, to learn to adjust to different kinds of people, and to hear what people think about issues in our society today. 

Response: Well, I guess I did not really think that the event related to GEOG 111 specifically, I could for sure see how it related to all my courses and the education I am getting at UWEC as a whole. I guess since a lot of different areas and colleges were mentioned that would relate to GEOG, but nothing real specific to course content that we have talked about, at least not so far. 

Overall: I did like the event, I liked hearing about how members of our own college, Eau Claire regretted not having have gotten a liberal education. I just thought it was interesting hearing from professors and people who's opinions and thoughts I probably would not have heard if I would not have attended. 

Place: Places were not necessarily cited during this presentation. Rather, places that one can travel both physically and intellectually with a liberal education. 

Summary: The event was presented in four, thoroughly thought-out speeches. Personal experiences through education and profession were shared. The speakers defined in their own opinion, what a liberal education is. 

Favorite Part: Dr. Marty Wood had a demeanor about him that demanded attention. Woods analogies between real world events and the themes of the wizard of oz were simple, yet truthful and effective. His words will stick in my mind. 

Response: To be honest, the concepts and ideals that were mentioned did not strike some new, deep intellectual way of thinking within me. I am twenty-five (which really is irrelevant, since age can not solely define knowledge attained) and have had the opportunity to grow in life through various avenues. I do know, like any other person, I still have much to learn in life. These speeches, as well formulated and spoken as they were, were in my opinion; aimed at exposing those that have had no solidarity in life. I can see how the four speakers used their experiences in both life and academia to help set the 'locale' for UWEC. They seek to influence new incoming students. They hope to acquire a standard of intellectual thought and procedure. 

Overall: I was an odd-duckling at this event. I am a non-traditional transfer student, so in all truth, I did not enjoy this event to the extent that I was hoping. I feel that the speakers did not clearly define liberal education. Receiving information on potential career paths and actual strategic points of having a liberal education was something that I was looking forward too. That was the core reason for attending this event. They spoke of critical thinking, questioning our environment/world, and expanding our knowledge base beyond our norms and comforts. Is not this really the framework for all educated people? I really want to hammer on the point that the event was good despite my experience. I can see how it could be extremely rewarding for a younger audience of students. 

Because I feel that I did not truly gain a new perspective from this event, will you not count this as a requirement? I fully understand if this is the case, because learning is knowledge, and if nothing new is gained, then what good is it? 

Place: The idea that was presented during the event was the benefits and power of liberal education. 

Summary: The Dean began the event by stating the main idea of the presentation. I understood the main idea to be that no matter what you major in, the real value is more than just your diploma, it is the challenges that you face and the things you experience as part of your liberal education. The four professors shared their views as to why a liberal education is important. They used examples and their own personal experiences in their presentations. A number of books were also given out between speakers for any number of random reasons. 

Favorite Part: The most profound part of the event for me was the introduction by the Dean and the first presentation. The presentations that followed mostly restated the main message and as a result, I began to become disinterested in the presentation and more interested in other courses that I might take in the future.  

Response: The opening and the first part of the presentation were meaningful to me because I am currently struggling to decide on a major and eventual career path. I have recently been questioning whether or not the Gen. Ed. classes that I have been taking are worth my time and worth all of the effort that I put into them. This presentation reinforced the message that I have been getting from my parents and my advisor that even if I don't use what I learned in a class ever again after school, I still have the knowledge and experience from that class and that is the most valuable part of a college education. After the early parts of the presentation I found myself mentally slipping away from the presentation and thinking about other courses that I might be interested in taking and possible majors to consider. This presentation relates to concepts in GEOG 111 in a number of ways. One way in which it relates is that a liberal education gives us a background in a number of fields and disciplines. This background can then help us to understand how different world processes operate. It helps to give us a better understanding of many things that go on in everyday life. 

Overall: Overall, I thought the event was effective. I think that it got a little long, but overall the message was clear and that is an important part of an effective event. I think it is very important that this event was geared towards Freshmen. Freshman year is when many students begin to form their own adult views and opinions and I think that many of them become discouraged when they have to take "required" classes that do not directly tie in to their major. I know that is the case with me anyway and I am a Sophomore. I wish I could have had a presentation like this during my first year, it would have saved me a lot of worrying and stress. 

Place: Some professors at UWEC talked about what we should learn while studying at UWEC and the definition of a liberal education. 

Summary: There were 4 professors who gave us reasons for inquiring a lot of new skills and taking a wide variety of classes. They told us that this will help us get ready for not only the job world, but in parenting and helping us to understand our culture and help us with our personal growth. 

Favorite Part: I liked the argument for getting a well rounded education in order to become an educated person so you can create your own beliefs and ideas so you can argue a point or actually know the information behind a world issue and have a point of view. 

Response: A meaningful part of the lectures that relate to GEOG 111 is that becoming educated helps you better understand your own culture and the significance of your way of life. It also helps you understand other cultures because we are all interdependent and getting a well rounded education gives you a better perspective. 

Overall: Yes i thought it had very important information and gave me some good ideas to think about during my studying at UWEC 

Presenter: The four Presenters were: Dr. Evan Weiher, Dr. April Bleske-Rechek, Dr. Jim Phillips, Dr. Marty Wood 

Place: I am unsure what is required here but the talk mainly focused on education. Liberal education and focusing less on the major studies and more on getting a wide range of classes to achieve life long knowledge. 

Summary: This event was mainly about preparing freshmen students as well as other students about a liberal education. A liberal education is one that gives individuals a broad knowledge with transferable skills that they will use not only in one career but also in all life situations. The four speakers talked and challenged the students to take a wide variety of courses. The speakers all had ideas that came to the idea that personal growth is more important that knowledge in a certain subject. This was the main idea that was presented and I think came across well in the speeches. 

Favorite Part: My most memorable part of the speeches was in the very first one Dr. Weiher said do not take the easy classes because they will do nothing for you. But rather take the hard classes as they will challenge you. When I heard this it I realized that it makes sense because you never remember the easy classes you took and put no time into. Rather you remember the classes that consistently took your time and challenged you to work hard. Another part that stood out were the give a way’s, freebies are always something that I think people remember. 

Response: I think connecting liberal education with Geography 111 is simple because in my opinion this class is something that everyone should take. Already I feel as if I have gained knowledge on topics that I will use in everyday life. When the speakers talked about gaining person knowledge I knew this connected with this course because while I was doing the atlas assignment I realized that I am not to good at using an atlas and by taking this class gives me practice. I really think that these speeches connected well with this class because not only does it provide me with information with my major to teach on but, it also gives me knowledge I will use in everyday life. 

Overall: The event overall was decent but I thought could have been more concise. I felt each speaker came back to the same ideas and continued to focus on bringing there stories and relating them to the same topic. I would say if considering showing this again for next fall semester, I would say that having two speakers with a strong passion of a liberal education would be a lot better than four. 

