FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire is pleased to assist graduate students in the financial aid process.  Consideration of aid is given after admission to a graduate degree program.  Aid sources are listed below.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS

Assistantship awards are based, in part, on admission to full standing in a degree program (or eligibility for full standing upon completion of the baccalaureate degree).  Students working 13.3 hours/week or more during the academic year must be enrolled in at least six credits per semester, and students working 20 hours/week must be enrolled in at least six but not more than ten credits per semester, not less than three or more than five for summer, or be enrolled in at least one thesis credit. 

Assistantships are currently valued at $10,530/year (approximately $5200/semester) for a full-time assignment (20 hours per week) during the academic year. Assignments for 13.3 to 20 hours per week also include 1) possible non-resident tuition remission for out-of-state students (current value is up to $5300/semester) and 2) a group health insurance plan, single or family coverage available at a minimal cost. Non-resident students may be eligible for non-resident tuition remissions if funds are available. Minnesota residents must apply for tuition reciprocity (1-800-657-3866).

Partial assistantships may be awarded depending on resources available and faculty needs. Partial assistantships (less than 13.3 hours per week) do not include health insurance coverage or waiver of nonresident fees. Partial summer assistantships may be available if resources permit.

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-EAU CLAIRE FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIPS

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire Foundation Fellowships are awarded on the basis of scholarship and scholarly potential.  Fellowship recipients must be admitted in full standing to a degree program or be eligible for admission upon completion of the baccalaureate degree.  Students must be enrolled in at least three graduate hours per semester; one graduate hour during the summer session, or be enrolled for an approved number of thesis credits during the semester in which the award is paid.  More stringent restrictions may apply in individual colleges, students should check with the appropriate College dean.  The values of the fellowships are approximately $500 for the academic year.  Smaller figures may be available during the summer session when resources permit.

ADVANCED OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM FELLOWSHIPS

These fellowships are available to U.S. Citizens or permanent residents who are Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanics, South East Asian Refugees, or economically disadvantaged non-minorities.  The Graduate Assistantship/Fellowship application and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be completed.

Students must complete at least nine graduate credit hours per semester and five credit hours during the summer session, or be enrolled in an approved number of thesis credits during the semester in which the award is received.  The values of these awards approximate assistantship awards (depending on available resources).  Out-of-state students are also eligible to receive a non-resident tuition remission (valued at $5,300 per semester for the 2006-2007 year).

WORK STUDY PROGRAM

Applicants applying for Federal Work Study must establish financial need by completing the FAFSA and meet the job skill requirements established by the employer.  Applicants for Nonfederal Work Assistance need only to be admitted students and meet the job skill requirements.  Students may work up to a maximum of 40 hours per week in the work study program.  Contact the Financial Aid Office for specific questions concerning eligibility and restrictions (715)836-3373.

LOANS

The two primary educational loans available to graduate students are the Federal Direct/Ford Loan and Perkins Loan.  Students must complete a FAFSA to apply.

Ford Federal Direct Loan

The Ford Federal Direct Loan is available to graduate students who are enrolled at least half time in a degree-seeking program and demonstrate financial need.  Eligible students may borrow up to $8,500 per year for graduate study, to meet financial need, not to exceed a total amount of $65,500 for both undergraduate and graduate years of study.  There is no interest charged while the student is enrolled at least half-time.  Six months after leaving school, the borrower begins repayment.

The Ford Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan is available to students who do not qualify for, or who qualify for only part of the regular (subsidized) Federal Direct Loan.  Eligible students may borrow up to their financial aid budget (minus subsidized loan eligibility) per year for graduate study not to exceed $18,500.  Maximum accumulated indebtedness for subsidized and unsubsidized loan is $138,500.  Ford Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans have the same terms and conditions as Ford Federal Direct Loans except that the interest accumulates on the loan while the student is still in school.  Students may choose to add the interest that accrues to their principal; however, this may be an expensive option.

Federal Perkins Student Loan

The Perkins Loan allows for cancellation of a portion of the loan when the borrower works in specific circumstances after graduation, e.g. teaching, law enforcement, service in the Peace Corps or ACTION, or service in the military.  The Perkins Loan is available to graduate students who have high financial need and are enrolled in the following programs:  MS in Communication Sciences and Disorders; MSE in School Psychology or Special Education; and MS in Nursing.

The amount of the loan is determined by the availability of funds and the student’s financial need, not to exceed $6,000 per year.  Repayment of the loans begins, and interest begins to accumulate, nine months after the borrower ceases to be at least a half-time student.  The interest rate is five percent and a borrower has a maximum of ten years to repay the loan.
If you have specific questions concerning eligibility and restrictions for the Ford Federal Direct or Perkins loan, please contact the Financial Aid Office (715)836-3373.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP AND/OR FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

March 1 is the deadline for preferred consideration for Graduate Assistantships and/or Fellowships, although some programs may have earlier deadlines.  Please check with the appropriate College/Department for information.  Assistantships/Fellowships are awarded in early April.  Students completing the financial aid application after the deadline will be considered for awards if monies are available.  Students applying for January entry should check with the College/Department of their program to determine if assistantships/fellowship opportunities are available.  An applicant listing may be made available for media publication.

1. Complete and return the application for assistantships and/or fellowships, along with a statement of your personal objectives, to the Graduate Studies Office.  If you have already submitted a statement of personal objectives in your admissions application, please attach a photocopy.


2. If the program that you are applying to requires three letters of recommendation to complete your application for admission, please have these letters sent to the Office of Admissions.  However, if you are applying for a graduate assistantship, please ask your references to also have their letters sent to the Office of Graduate Studies.  All letters of recommendation will be held confidential and will not be subject for review by the applicant.
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-EAU CLAIRE

APPLICATION FOR GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP

AND/OR FELLOWSHIP

Please see application instructions included on the previous page.

Date





Student ID Number
1.
Full Name





Last
First
Middle
E-mail Address

2.
Address





Street
City
State
Zip
Telephone

3.
List in chronological order ALL colleges and universities attended (use additional pages if needed)

Name
Attendance Dates (Mo/Yr)
Degree and Program
4.
List three individuals from whom letters of recommendation will be submitted

Name
Address
Title

5.
Degree:  _____EDS_____MA_____MAT_____MBA_____MSN_____MEPD_____MS_____MSE_____MST



Other
; Program


6.  Semester of projected initial graduate enrollment at the UW-Eau Claire 


7.  This application is for:  (check all for which you qualify)


_____
Foundation Fellowship for:



_____Academic Year 20____-20____
_____Fall Semester only, 20____



_____Spring Semester only, 20____
_____Summer Session only, 20____


_____
Graduate Assistantship for:



_____Academic Year 20____-20____
_____Fall Semester only, 20____



_____Spring Semester only, 20____
_____Summer Session only, 20____


_____
Workstudy Program


_____
Advanced Opportunity Program Fellowship for Native Americans, African American, Hispanics, American Indian-Alaskan Native, Southeast Asian Refugees, and non-minority economically disadvantaged applicants  (You must also complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid.)



_____Academic Year 20____-20____
_____Fall Semester only, 20____



_____Spring Semester only, 20____
_____Summer Session only, 20____

8.
In which department(s) are you especially interested in working?


9.
Students enrolled in Communication Sciences and Disorders, School Psychology, Reading, Nursing, or Special Education may also apply for the Human Development Center (HDC) assistantship.  To apply, check here_____

10.
List any special competencies that may be useful in an assistantship work assignment:


11.
Have you attached a copy of your personal objectives?
Yes
No

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Undergrad GPA______  Credits______  Grad Status______  Grad GPA ______  Credits ______

