
LIBRARY SCIENCE 

UW-EAU CLAIRE UNDERGRADUATE FACT SHEET 

Libraries today do much more than 
lend books – they embrace new 
technologies. Libraries serve as 
media centers with CD-ROMS, 
electronic books, Internet access, 
videotapes, computer programs and 
other research materials. The study of 
library science involves knowing how 
to match all types of resources with 
clients' information needs. 
 

WHY STUDY LIBRARY 

SCIENCE?  

 In a world where great value is 
placed on information access and 
management, there is an increased 
demand for skills in research and 
information retrieval and producing 
and using informational and 
instructional materials. 

 Prepare for library or archivist work 
in universities, local government, 
public libraries, schools, non-profit 
groups or publishing companies. 

 In addition to library work, the skills 
you gain in information storage and 
retrieval will be beneficial for a 
career in the legal sector, in 
taxation work, in marketing, 
personnel, teaching, accounting, 
general administration or in 
software design and information 
management for the banking 
industry. 

 Completion of the UW-Eau Claire 
library science liberal arts minor 
prepares you for mid-level public 
library positions, with some 
opportunities also available in 
academic and special libraries. 

 Completion of the library science 
teaching minor prepares you for 
Wisconsin licensure endorsement 
as 902 K-12 initial instructional 
library media specialists. 

 

 

 

THE EAU CLAIRE 

ADVANTAGE 

 The UW-Eau Claire library science 
program includes supervised work 
in a library or media center, where 
students acquire valuable 
experience and apply their 
classroom learning. 

 Students gain hands-on experience 
working with hi-tech equipment 
including library automation 
systems, networked instructional 
computing labs, computers, video 
recorders and cameras. 

 Students have easy access to 
library resources and special 
collections such as the children's 
book collection in the university's 
Instructional Media Center. 

 Students master the use of 
computers to simplify library 

procedures and improve library 
services to the public. 

 The department also participates in 
the UW System School Library 
Education Consortium where 
students can gain initial and 
advanced (901 and 902) licensure 
as school library media specialists 
through Web-based graduate 
programs. 

 UW-Eau Claire classes, unlike 
those at many other public 
universities, are not taught by 
teaching assistants. Students work 
alongside dedicated professors and 
library professionals who inspire 
learning. 

 Small classes, individual attention. 
 

CAREER OPTIONS  

 Work as a school library media 
specialist in a public school, 
teaching students and staff to use 
information resources. 

 Work in a public library, cataloguing 
materials, locating information for 
the general public, assisting them 
with recreational reading or sharing 
literature with children. 

 Work as a special librarian for a 
commercial, medical, technical or 
industrial organization. Tasks 
include acquiring, organizing and 
distributing information. 

 Work at a college or university 
library. Tasks may include 
instructing staff and students on the 
use of library resources and 
assisting them in searches using on
-line databases. 

 Work as an information officer for 
an organization. Responsibilities 
may include doing research, 
keeping up with policy trends and 
changes, and communicating 
information to staff members. 

 

 

UW-EAU CLAIRE          

FACTS AT A GLANCE 
 Location: Eau Claire, Wis.; city pop. 

64,000, metro. pop. 151,000 

 Average enrollment: 10,500 

 Undergraduates: 10,063 

 Graduate students: 503 

 International students: 124 

 Multicultural students: 485 

 Average men-women ratio: 2-to-3 

 Students who spend at least a  

semester studying abroad: 24% 

 Students doing undergraduate  

research with faculty/staff: 710+ 

 ACT composite average: 24+ 

 Average high school rank: 77% 

 Average class size: 28 

 Faculty-student ratio: 1-to-20 

 Computers-student ratio: 1-to-9 

 Student organizations: 224 

 Walk across campus: About 10 

minutes 

 Nickname: Blugolds 

 Colors: Navy and old gold 
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UNDERGRADUATE 

PROGRAMS  

The UW-Eau Claire department of 
foundations of education offers: 
 

Minors  
 Library Science – liberal arts 
 Library Science – teaching 
NOTE: Students considering a library 
science minor should consult with 
faculty in the department for further 
information and assistance in 
planning. 
 

Course work  
 The department of foundations of 

education offers courses in the 
following areas: 

 Library science and media 
education: these courses (i.e. 
Developing Library Skills, 
Developing Media Collections, 
Reference, Children's and Young 
Adult Literature, etc.) prepare 
students for entry-level positions in 
libraries and media centers. 

 Educational and media technology: 
these courses deal with using and 
creating media and technology for 
teaching. 

 Foundations of education: these 
courses deal with the study of 
social forces, institutions and 
human relations that undergird 
formal education. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

PREPARATION  

 Students should enjoy being 
responsible and helping others as 
well as having a wide range of 
interests. 

 Students considering a minor in 
library science are encouraged to 
do well in English, history, speech 
and science classes. Proficiency in 
a foreign language is highly 
desirable. 

 All students who enroll at UW-Eau 
Claire are required to have a 
minimum of 17 college preparatory 
units including: 
– 4 years of English (at least 3 

composition and literature) 
– 2 years of a single foreign 

language 

– 3 years of math (algebra, 
geometry, 1 advanced college 
preparatory math) 

– 3 years of natural science 
– 3 years of social science (1 must 

be world or American history) 
– 2 additional units in the areas 

already mentioned or other 
academic areas 

  

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

For more information about UW-Eau 
Claire's program in library science, 
contact: 
FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION 
Brewer Hall 154 
UW-Eau Claire 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004 
715-836-2635 
www.uwec.edu/fed 
 
For more information about campus 
including costs, housing, admission 
requirements and tours: 
ADMISSIONS 
Schofield  Hall 112 
UW-Eau Claire 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004 
715-836-5415 
admissions@uwec.edu  
www.uwec.edu/admissions 


